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accounts, it is known that during the Qajar period, this area was surrounded
by six gates. None of the investigations conducted thus far have corroborated
the extent of the ancient city's territory as depicted on contemporary urban
maps. Hence, apart from the absence of precision and thoroughness in
presenting historical and architectural information, there persist uncertainties
and occasional inconsistencies regarding the exact whereabouts of the stated
spot and the tales and interpretations linked to it. The primary objective of
this research is to provide substantial and frequently disregarded evidence in
order to validate the aforementioned data. This will be achieved by addressing
the fundamental question: Which data from Qajar city of Kerman can be
reliably and persuasively documented and confirmed through this verification
process? The project employs a descriptive, historical-analytical approach
and combines investigating archival materials and visual representations
from ancient Kerman alongside on-site investigations as a qualitative method.
The path that lead to clarifying and documentation of Kerman Qajar arena
and correction of an incorrect narrative of an image of an old city gate as this
paper‘s achievements.
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1. Introduction

Kerman rose for the first time to prominence during the Sassanid era, evolving in the vicinity of
the Dokhtar and Ardeshir Castles. Under the rule of "Mohammad ibn Ilyas" in the early 4th century
AH, more residential areas were constructed adjacent to the existing wall, resulting in the creation
of new defensive structures and a new fence. The same fence that “Malik” mosque has been built
out of it in Seljuk area. In the 7th century, the city became further with the establishment of another
urban center in the northern part of the Seljuk core. Additionally, it is worth mentioning that the
construction of the Muzaffari Grand Mosque in the 8th century took place outside the boundaries
of these walls. Kerman's progress persisted with the establishment of the Ganjali Khan Complex
in the Safavid dynasty, resulting in substantial growth towards the West. This study reexamines
and validates the historical region of Kerman, with particular emphasis on the current condition of
the walls and gates.

2. Research Methodology

The study integrates information from library sources with comprehensive field studies. The task
entails analyzing the remaining photographs from Qajar Kerman and determining their spatial
positioning in relation to the earliest extant aerial photograph (taken in 1956) and the present city
map.

3. Discussion

The study provides precise information regarding the city's historical limits, namely during the
Qajar period, thereby resolving any previous ambiguities. The analysis focuses on a range of
historical maps and photos, particularly those created by Sykes that offer distinct viewpoints on the
final condition of Qajar Kerman and its fortifications. The "Sykes" map holds greater value and
validity when compared to the "Jarinof" and "Khanikov" maps due to its unique depiction of the
last state of Qajar Kerman and its walls, which were photographed by Sykes himself.

The "Daz Consulting Engineers" for the first time conducted the initial alignment of the Qajar era
territory on the current plan of Kerman as part of the Kerman Master Plan studies. Given that
alignment and positioning have consistently served as the primary basis for subsequent research in
establishing the historical limits of the city, examining and cross-referencing them with historical
documents, particularly the "Sykes™ map and photographs, enables the verification and clarification
of certain uncertainties. The validity of this verification was initially assessed by synthesizing a
composite map consisting of three layers: the Sykes map, the 1956 aerial photograph of Kerman,
and the contemporary city map. Consequently, as demonstrated in photos 6 and 7 of this article, a
section of the western wall has been verified and rectified. On the other hand, in a process of
locating and landscape analysis of some "Sykes™ photos with their corresponding today angle of
view and considering the mountains around Kerman, important parts of the Qajar fence, were
verified and documented as described in pictures 10 to 21 of this research. In line with this process,
a false narrative of the name and location attributed to the image of one of the old gates of the city,
which is often called "Naseri Gate" (located in the northern fence) or “Rigabad Gate” (in the
southern fence), corrected. The analysis of the urban space adjacent to this gate and the localization
resulting from matching the viewing angle of the presented image with the current landscape of the
city according to picture 22 to 25 of this study, shows that it does not belong to any of the six gates
located in the perimeter fence.
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4. Conclusion

The primary accomplishment of this research in addressing its inquiries is to offer a novel
viewpoint on the ancient city of Kerman. For the inaugural occasion, all preceding study and data
are thoroughly examined and validated in light of substantial, conclusive, and frequently
disregarded evidence. Accordingly, in addition to verifying and rectifying a part of the western
wall that was presented in previous studies, this study has documented and elucidated several
photographs of the Qajar landscape and wall of Kerman city that were before undisclosed and
questionable. During the investigation and examination of the depicted images, an erroneous
account regarding the name and whereabouts of a particularly old city gate, commonly known as
the "Naseri Gate" (situated in the eastern wall) and occasionally referred to as another Gate (found
in the southern wall), was emended. The investigation of the urban space near this gate, along with
the alignment determined by comparing the image's perspective with the contemporary cityscape,
indicates that the image does not pertain to any of the six gates in the surrounding walls. The issue
was provided after recalling and referring to another type of gates is named inner-city gates. Based
on the examination of the landscape and the open space surrounding the gate, the type and position
of it were determined as an inner-city gate related to government area called Arg gate.
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