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Abstract

1. Introduction

Adapting and recreating ancient Iranian fiction literature and
harmonizing it with the visual and moving expression of animation in
a mutual relationship provides the means for the prosperity and
expansion of these two literary genres on a wide level. One of the
most important reasons for the failure of animation in Iran is the
existence of weak points in the structure (form and content) of these
works and the authors' lack of familiarity with the methods of correct
and creative expansion of story ideas as well as how to use structural
patterns during the process of adaptation and re-creation. The model
of "expanding the story idea" is one of the most important types of
theoretical approach that provides a logical and concrete process to the
adapters by maintaining the systematic unity between the various
components of the screenplay and following more objective and
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precise criteria with an emphasis on details. Since the main goal of
this research is how to nurture the intelligent ideas and adapt the
content of ancient literary works to the screenplay model, so in this
article, in order to show the important and influential role of creativity
in the development of story ideas, the outline of "Arslan™ screenplay
was adapted to the different stages of the "expansion of story idea"
pattern by a freely adaption from the story of "Amir Arslan Namdar"
with a practical approach and using the comparative analysis method.
Based on the results of the research, it is possible to present a strong,
attractive and popular screenplay by modeling the configuration and
structure of successful and audience-friendly screenplays. Analyzing
the text of the legend, recognizing the capacities and dramatic
elements, applying the necessary changes to match the story with the
animation by using the structural patterns of screenwriting is the best
way to turn a story into animation.

2. Methodology

According to the main question of this research "how to match the
content of ancient literary works of stories with the successful
structural patterns of screenwriting”, this article tries to present a
scientific and principled model as well as method for recreating
literary works to animation based on scientific foundations and using
comparative analysis and research. Therefore, after introducing the
model of “expanding the story idea" in order to take a step into the
scientific discussion domain and show how this correspondence will
be worked, first, the screenplay of the animation "Arslan™ was written
as a free adaptation from the story of " Amir Arslan Namdar" in a
creative way and in the later stages, the outline of this screenplay is
matched with the multiple stages of the "story idea expansion™ pattern.
The obtained results help to reject or accept the hypothesis of the
research which shows the application and positive effect of using the
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structural patterns of screenwriting in adapting the narrative text and
the adapted movie.

3. Discussion

One of the most important goals of media adaptation is to create a
relationship between ancient literary fictions or stories and today's
story-telling and narrative-oriented cinema. In the process of film
adaptation, the most important issue is the plot design or creating a
solid structure for the script. The "story idea expansion™ model is a
model based on a three-act structure that guides and accompanies the
author from the first stage of writing, i.e. choosing the right idea to the
final stage of the screenplay. The distinguishing feature of the
"expansion of the story idea" model with other prominent
screenwriting models is that it provides an objective and practical
process to the adapters based on literary creativity and artistic creation
by adapting the structure and configuration of dozens of successful
and popular screenplays. The method used in this model is a simple
and logical process to transform an initial story idea into an audience-
friendly and of course unique screenplay. The multiple stages of the
story idea expansion model are: 1. Choosing a story idea based on the
answers to four basic questions; 2. Determining the path of movement
and transformation of the main character based on the four personality
patterns; 3. Drawing the general rule; and 4. Outline of the body of the
script. Choosing a suitable story idea is based on four basic questions:
who is the main character, what goal is this character trying to
achieve, who wants to stop him/her, what will happen if the main
character does not reach his/her goal. After ensuring the appropriate
selection of the initial idea based on the "Four Basic Questions™ test,
the complete path of movement and the transformation course of the
central character will be determined in accordance with the progress
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of the screenplay during the three acts. These four personality patterns
are:

1. The model of the helpless character: The daily life of the hero
in the first act is disturbed and turbulent, and he/she must take
practical action to solve the problem.

2. The model of the seeking character: In the first part of the
second act, the hero searches for the cause of problems and gradually
acquires sufficient information, the necessary ability, and the right
tools to solve them.

3. The model of the fighting character: During the first part of the
second act, the hero has no choice except to fight openly and face-to-
face with the opposing force in front of him/herself, and in this way,
the character model of the seeker is changed to the character model of
the fighter. During the second part of the second act, the hero in the
form of a fighter faces obstacles and difficulties that gradually become
more difficult and more intense and also tries seriously to fight against
the opposing forces.

4. The model of self-sacrificing character: At the end of the
second act, the hero by being in a dangerous and failing situation
realizes that he/she has to sacrifice him/herself in order to achieve his
goal and save his loved ones.

In the fourth stage of the story idea expansion, according to the
principles of the three-act structure, the screenplay is divided into
three acts. By dividing the second act (which is twice as long as the
first and third acts) into two equal parts, the script is divided into four
equal parts. The scenes of each act are defined by 44 key points from
the beginning of the story in the first act to the end of the story in the
third act. These key points that happen one after the other in each act,
at the end of the first act, create the central question of the script and
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at the end of the third act, they answer the central question of the
script. These 44 key points are distributed in the following order and
in sync with the evolution of the central character model of the story
throughout the script:

. 12 key points of the first act: They depict the homeless
situation and lead to the central question.

. 14 key points in the first part of the second act: They are
related to the description of the seeker.

. 14 key points in the second part of the second act: They
express the state of the fighter.

. 4 key points of the third act: By showing the life-sacrificing
situation, they reveal the answer to the central question for the
audience.

The story of "Amir Arslan Namdar" is one of the most famous stories
in the Persian language stories and one of the treasures of Iranian oral
literature. In 2015, a twenty-five-episode animated series called "The
Heroic Legend of Arslan" directed by Noriyuki Abe was produced.
This animaton is technically strong and defensible in its own way, but
due to the manipulation of the rich culture and history of the Persians
and also the purposeful change of this story path compared to the main
story and the display of some obvious distortions in the behavior,
customs and beliefs of Iranians as well as the conscious addition of
some religious elements, it seems that this story tries to destroy the
culture and beliefs of Iranians by freely drawing an unreal and
undocumented scene of a period of Iranian history, neither as a
historical work nor even as an adaptation. Therefore, considering the
attention of Iranian artists and writers to the animation capabilities of
popular literature, especially Iranian myths and legends, and to
transfer experiences, instructive points and moral concepts hidden in
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these works to the new generation in accordance with the national and
religious customs and culture of Iran, the outline of the animation
script "Arslan” by following a freely adaptation of the story of " Amir
Arslan Namdar" and its various narratives based on the three-act
structure of the animation scriptwriting by the author was writte in the
practical-analysis section of this article, and the animation script
"Arslan" is analyzed and studied based on the cinematic model of the
story idea expansion.

4, Conclusion

Presenting a successful screenplay requires a solid structure that is
achieved by recognizing superior patterns. The first and most
important step in achieving a large number of successful film
adaptations is to analyze the text of the story narrative, recognize the
capacities and dramatic elements, and apply the necessary changes to
match the story with the animation by using the structural patterns of
screenwriting. In this article, it has been tried to provide a special and
practical solution to the adaptors by expanding the story idea of
Arslan's screenplay based on the practical model of “expanding the
story ideas". Based on the results of the research, the use of successful
and practical models has a great influence on the success of the script
and the attraction of the audience. The best way to convert a fairy tale
into an animation is to analyze the text, understand its capacities and
dramatic elements, apply the necessary changes to match the tale with
the animation, and use the three-act script structure model.

Keywords: Adaptation, Story, Animation, "Expansion of Story Idea"
Model, Amir Arsalan Namdar.
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