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Abstract

1. Introduction

Lion Gabbeh which shows a wide range of aesthetic and cultural-
artistic principles of Iranian carpets that among them, the Ghashghaei
pieces of the Fars province can be considered as an important group.
The Lion Gabbeh weavers are very deep and ancient legacy of
traditional heritage who are closely related to the rich Iranian culture.
The tradition of weaving Lion Gabbeh does not belong only to
Iranians, but a wide range of East Asian weavers, especially Chinese
weavers, have created valuable samples of such hand-knits. This
important cultural similarity between the two domains of Iranian and
Chinese civilization is the basis of the most important goal of this
research, which is to compare the Chinese and Iranian Fars Lion
Gabbeh, in order to recognize the stylistic differences of each of them,
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the relations of design and its role as well as the fields of formation of
these relations are discussed. In this regard, the main question arises,
that what are the bipartite relationships in the form structures, style
and animal species of the Fars and Chinese Lion Gabbeh.

2. Methodology

This research is one of the theoretical researches that has studied the
two studies of Fars lion rugs in Iran and lion carpets in China in a
comparative method. The type of matching is thematic matching.
That is, in both figures from two different countries, the theme and
concept of the lion, which is placed as a unit in rugs and carpets, is
examined. The approach of this research is lens; Based on this, the
criterion has been set on the study of the first study group, Fars lion
rugs. After knowing and studying the concepts of research on the
body of Fars lion rugs with the help of lenses or glasses of this body,
we will go to the Chinese carpet samples and complete the
comparative study. In general, Fars lion rugs are used as a standard
and based on them, Chinese lion carpets are measured. In other
words, the type of study is not of equal weight type, but the criteria
are determined in the study of Fars lion rugs, and finally, based on the
findings of Fars lion rugs, the study of Chinese lion carpets is started
and completed. The method of selecting the samples in a targeted
manner, the index sample includes 27 cases in Fars lion rugs and 24
cases in Chinese lion carpets. The data required for this research is
collected based on the documentary method and the analysis method
IS comparative.

3. Discussion

Carpet design in any place, country and region is rooted in customs,
ethnic cultures, geography of that region or derived from other
regions. Therefore, it can be concluded that the variety of carpet
designs and patterns depends on the number of carpet weaving areas.
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The image of lion is one of the motifs that has received great attention
and importance from the past to the present due to its special
meanings, and artists in various fields have been inspired by that
image. Iran and China are among the countries that have performed
the image of the lion in a lot of their arts and have changed and
transformed the image of the lion to some extent. Among the various
arts and types of art, one of the cases on which the image of a lion is
often seen is rug, which is a hand-woven coarse weave. Because of the
presence of a lion on these rugs, they are called lion rugs. In Iran, in
terms of number, the largest number of lion rugs belongs to Fars
province, the best type of which can be found among the nomads,
especially the Qashqai tribe. In addition to the country of Iran, which
has Fars lion rugs, there are also lion carpets in China. The purpose of
matching and comparing these two figures is because the image of
lion has a long history in Iranian culture. This image was imported
from Iran to China and has become a protective element in China.
Therefore, by doing this comparison, while explaining the form and
content relations between species that have the same origin,
intercultural relations have also been discussed; So that the
establishment of relations between these two countries does not cause
the loss of local styles; Rather, each style has its own reading and
understanding. In China, among the designs and patterns woven on the
surface of the carpet, a motif called Fudag (lion-dog) is often seen.
The equivalent of the Han Empire era in China is the time of Parthian
rule in Iran. It was during this time that the political and commercial
relations between China and Iran developed and expanded (Hall, 1380:
62-63). This article intends to do a comparative study of the image of
the lion in the tapestry of the two cultures of Iran and China;
Therefore, the main goal of this research is to study and investigate
the motifs of the Fars lion rugs and investigate the image of dog- lion
in Chinese lion carpets, completing and comparing those two figures
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with each other and leads us to the results that can answer the
following questions. This article is written in order to answer 4
questions: What two-way relationships are there in the formal
structures, style and animal species of Fars lion rugs and Chinese lion
carpets? Have these two woven hands from two different countries
influenced each other? What was the reason for the formation of
relations between these two countries? Among the Fars lion rugs and
Chinese lion carpets, which one has a longer history in terms of
texture? The necessity of conducting this research is to further identify
two handwoven fabrics from two different cultures and countries and
to achieve their antiquity and influence on each other.

4. Conclusion

The commercial and political relations between Iran and China
since the Parthian period have been the basis for the creation of
extensive intercultural relations between the two countries, the
product of which are the remarkable similarities in the formal,
stylistic and typological structures of the works of art of the two
regions, especially Fars lion rugs and Chinese lion carpets. The
researches show the intercultural relations between Iranian and
Chinese civilizations and their mutual influences. However, there are
differences in the stylistic features of each area of carpet weaving,
which is due to differences in cultural contexts and visual literature.
Despite the fact that the lion image has a wide and ancient meaning in
the two countries of China and Iran, the remaining fabrics and textiles
from these two countries that have the lion image do not go back that
far and are related to the recent centuries. Despite the fact that each of
these two countries has its own unique style and method, they have
also had influences on each other. The image of the lion in Iran is
older in the ancient Iranian culture. As it was said, the reliefs of
Persepolis and the sculptures of that era indicate that, due to the
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cultural and commercial relations between these two countries, the
lion image entered China through the Silk Road and acquired a
mythological function. The history of Qashgai lion rugs dates back to
the last three centuries and is older than Chinese lion carpets.Qashgai
lion rugs were a symbol of the power of the man of the tribe and were
spread in the middle of the tent as a guard and protector of the tent.
Chinese lion carpets are like Qashqai lion carpets as a symbol of
power, but with the difference that in Chinese culture, these carpets
were woven for sultans. Naturalistic look and representation,
imagination can be seen in Chinese lion carpets more than Iranian
examples. The variety of feline species is more in Iranian rugs, but
the variety of symbolic function is more in Chinese examples.

Keywords: Persia's lion Gabbah, Chinese lion Gabbah, Ghashghaei’s
Gabbah, Lion motif.
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