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Abstract

1. Introduction

After the collapse of the Sasanian Empire, many elements and
fundamentals of Iranian thought were exposed to destruction in
opposition to the intellectual system of Muslim Arabs. Only in a few
places, supported by geographical and cultural features, it was
possible to continue these thoughts. The southern coastal areas of the
Caspian Sea, including Daylam, were able to resist Arab penetration
for a long time with the help of special condition and paved the way
for maintaining cultural links with the ancient past. Having used the
descriptive-analytical method, This research is going to explain the
general conditions of the Daylami society and the political approach
of the ruling Daylamis to restore the Iranian intellectual system. The
findings of this paper show that the land of Daylam is one of the most

* Article history:

Received 4 August 2022 Accepted 3 April 2023
Received in revised form 29 March 2023 Published online: 22 December 2023
Journal of Iranian Studies, 22(44), 2023 Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman

© The Author(s).
BY NC

1. Assistant Professor Depatrment of History, Faculty of Social Sciences, Payame Noor University,
Tehran, Iran. Email: mrkoohkan@pnu.ac.ir


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1446-4899

Journal of Iranian Studies, 22(44), 2023 492

favorable areas for the survival of "lran-Shahri" thought and the
Daylamies tried theier utmost to revive the intellectual systems of
ancient Iran. The continuation of the discourse based on Iranian and
non-Arab identity among the people of the region finally gave an
opportunity to the military elites and local rulers to take action against
the Abbasid caliphate system and by dominating the political power
structure, succeeded in laying the "Shahi" foundation with all its
requirements in the era of Buyids. Having taken some actions, Azd al-
Doulah who had a Deylami origin, took more steps than his
predecessors in the direction of reviving the "Iran-Shahri" thought
discourse and the pre-Islamic Iranian heritage and achieved his goals.

2. Methodology

Having used the descriptive-analytical method and library sources,
this research is going to analyze the contribution of the Daylami
society in the preservation and survival of the ancient ties of Iran in
the early Islamic centuries. In other words, the question arises that to
what extent did the social and cultural structure of Daylam affect the
awareness and political action of Daylam's people? The assumption of
the research is that the geographical, social and cultural characteristics
of this area gave its inhabitants a unique opportunity to pave the way
for the revival of the ancient past and to continue the intellectual
heritage of pre-Islamic Iran.

3. Discussion

Iran-shahr is a name given to the geography of Iran based on
ancient inscriptions and texts. Iran-shahri thought is a collection of
thoughts, beliefs, ideas and practices that originated from the
mythological visions of this nation and has been consolidated in
historical ages. This intellectual system has a composed, stable and
dynamic essence and has become the reason of the unity of the
collective identity of Iranians. Such an achievement was the result of
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the social and political organization of the Iranian peoples in the
context of Iran-land, which reached the stage of evolution in the
Sasanian era and was recreated in the Islamic era.

Iran-shahri thought could often be recovered from the two channels
of preserving the external patterns and manifesting its concepts.
Retaining Iranian titles and names, using social customs and
traditions, court ceremonies, and expressing interest in the cultural
manifestations of the ancient past, included the outward aspect of this
matter. However, the attempt to restore the Shahi institution and the
divine position of Shah with all its obligations, as well as the
homogenization of religion and "Shahriari”, was considered an
expression of the concepts of Iranshahri's political thought.

Although the political and social unity and integrity of the Iranian
society was lost with the arrival of the Arabs, but the Iranian
intellectual system was able to continue its existence and reproduce
itself at the right time due to its persistence and intelectual coherence.
One of the platforms in which the survival of Iranshahri thought was
possible was the southern shores of the Caspain Sea, including
Daylam, which, due to its geographical and social characteristics,
remained away from Arab control for a long time and became a center
for the preservation and continuation of Iranian customs, ideas and
beliefs. In the third AH century, when the first signs of the Abbasid
caliphate's weakness appeared, actions were taken by the local rulers
or military commanders of Daylam, relying on this intellectual
background, in the way of reviving the Iranian past and challenging
the power and legitimacy of the caliphate system. It seems that many
Daylami generals such as Asfar, Mardawij and Boyeh's children were
thinking of overthrowing the Abbasid caliphate and dominating
Baghdad. From all the accounts, it can be concluded that Mardawij
consciously sought to revive the ancient Iranian empire and had a
precise idea of the ideal grounds of his power. The goal of the
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program that he followed was the restoration of Iran's independence
and the revival of the Sasanian Empire in its own style and manner,
and it is according to this program that he said that after conquering
Irag, he would be called "Shahanshah".

During the reign of Buyids, Azd al-Doulah gradually took away the
authority of the caliph and transferred it to himself. He consciously
sought to gain the status of a "farahmand"(charisma) Shah of Shahs
(king of Kings) of the Sasanian era and tried to fulfill the duties and
functions of an Iranian "Shahanshah", such as purebloodness, justice,
and religious assistance. He traced his lineage to the Sasanian Shahs
and he was thinking of a real monarchy. It became a reality with the
removal of the Abbasid caliph and the use of the title "Shahanshah".
The caliph placed a crown on the head of Azd al-Doulah, as it was
customary in the Sasanian era, when "Mobad Azam™ used to place a
crown on the king's head. Some parts of this assembly can be
compared with the ceremony of receiving the royal ring by Ardeshir 1
from Ahura Mazda, which is depicted in Nagsh-i-Rajab and Nagsh-i-
Rustam.

By enacting laws and taking serious measures in order to protect
the interests of social groups and classes and prevent them from
attacking each other, Azd al-Doulah realized the most important duties
of the Iranian Shahriar(kings) which was the judiciary. Also, the
Buyid's religious support was manifested in the Shi'i religion and shi‘a
rituals and ceremonies were established. Thus, by mastering the
caliphate system and taking power, the homogenization of religion
and monarchy, which was the main axis of Iran-shahri's thought, was
revived for the first time in the era of the Buyid's and the region of
Daylam, as the origin of the Buyid's and the inheritor of ancient Iran,
played an important role in realizing this.

4. Conclusion
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Daylam's geography, along with its social and cultural
characteristics, made it one of the main centers of stability and
continuity of Iran-shahri thought during the Arab invasion. The above
conditions made it possible for Daylamis to reflect Iranian traditions
and national sentiments more than other places during the Islamic
period. The final goal of the people of Daylam was to revive the
social and cultural beliefs and traditions of ancient Iran. It seems that
many Daylami generals such as Asfar, Mardawij and Boyeh's
children were thinking of overthrowing the Abbasid caliphate and
dominating Baghdad from the very beginning, but the circumstances
did not allow them to do so. Among the Iranian dynasties that arose
from the southern shores of the Caspain Sea, the Buyids insisted more
than others in the revival of Iranian thought. In the meantime, Azd al-
Doulah consciously tried to gain the position of a "farahmand” Shah
of the Sasanian era. He traced his lineage to the Sasanian Shahs and
was thinking of creating a real monarchy.
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Felix, wolfgang,(1996),Deylamites(in the pre — Islamic period),

Encyclopaedia Iranica,Ed by Ehsan yarshater,Vol. VII, California: Mazda
publishers.
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