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Abstract

1. Introduction

When people interact with others, their character and behavior are
appraised by those around them. These assessments form mental
images that reflect how others perceive them. In the realm of
comparative literature, this field of study is known as imagology.
Jahiz, a renowned writer from the Arab world, has contributed
extensively to various fields of knowledge during his lifetime. He had
interactions with diverse ethnic groups, including Iranians, and knew
the Persian language. Jahiz had the opportunity to access translated
works of pre-Islamic Iran, including "Siyar al-Muldk" (the lives of
kings). Drawing from this knowledge and the Sasanian style of
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governance in pre-Islamic Iran, he created a model for the longevity
of the Abbasid caliphate in his book "Al-Taj fi Akhlag al-Muluk"
(The Crown in the Morals of Kings). Within this book, Jahiz presents
political, cultural, and social images of the Sasanian Empire.

2. Methodology

In this study, our initial focus is to analyze adjectives, repetitions, and
events (Nangette: 2011, 108) to gain a fundamental understanding of
how Iranians are portrayed with positive or negative connotations. It
is also important to categorize these images into three main
perspectives: political, cultural, and social. Additionally, we will
study the time period and motivations behind the authorship of these
works, as well as Jahiz's preconceived notions about Iranians.
Through this examination, we aim to analyze the factors influencing
his evaluative attitude.

3. 3- Discussion

3.1. Different images of Iranians in political contexts within the book Al-
Taj

3.1.1. Political system and structure

Within Al-Taj, Jahiz presents the Sassanid political and governmental
system as a blueprint for the Abbasid caliphate, encompassing various
aspects. He states: "We initiate our discussion with the Persian kings,
as they hold the foremost position in this domain. We have derived
from them the principles of kingship, the art of governance, the social
hierarchy distinguishing the noble and common classes, as well as the
politics employed in managing subordinates and allocating resources
to each class" (Al-Jahiz, 1914: 21-22).

3.1.2. Formalities within the court
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Jahiz introduces his envisioned system to the Abbasids by
incorporating the ceremonial practices of the Sassanid court (ibid.: 7-
8).

3.1.3. Hierarchy within the court

Jahiz astutely recognized that in order to establish a comprehensive
political system, it is vital to define its structure. This structure can
take different forms based on various indicators, one of which is the
delineation of people in power. Drawing inspiration from the Sassanid
political system, he places the king at the apex of the pyramid,
followed by three classes: princes, advisors, and servants, including
buffoons.

3.1.4. Deception and Trickery in Warfare

In this section, Jahiz seeks to portray a conceptually negative notion in
a positive light. He begins by referencing hadiths from the Prophet
Muhammed - PBUH - which suggest the positive aspects of deception
and trickery in warfare. He then provides his rational arguments and
introduces the role of trickery and deception within the Sasanian
political system during times of conflict.

3.1.5. Compliance with Pre and Post-War Measures

Among the measures adopted by the Sassanid kings during war were
preparations before and celebrations after the conflict. Jahiz calls the
caliph to economize and allocate the saved resources for the
battlefield. Furthermore, he suggests organizing post-war celebrations
and festivities, expressing gratitude to God for the victory (ibid.: 171-
172).

3.1.6. Secrecy of the King's Entourage

Jahiz views the selection of the king's entourage as a crucial factor in
understanding the political system. He highlights the importance of
maintaining secrecy among those close to the king, considering
anyone who reveals government secrets as enemies and betrayers of
royal privacy.
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3.1.7. Ensuring the Safety of Rulers

Jahiz advises rulers to refrain from disclosing their sleeping and
resting locations to others to safeguard their lives. Instead, they should
choose unknown places to minimize the risk of assassination attempts.
3.1.8. Traveling with Necessary Resources

Jahiz argues that rulers should not confine themselves to the
government house (Dar al-Hokumah) but should travel to different
cities and regions for various reasons. However, such trips require
certain considerations, including bringing gifts and implements of
punishment (ibid.: 70).

3.2. Types of cultural images of Iranians in the book of Al-Taj

3.2.1. Distinctive Behavior of Kings

Jahiz highlights the cultural significance of the king's behavior,
specifically in terms of dressing differently from other statesmen. This
distinction in attire symbolizes the political and governance style of
ancient Iran, and Jahiz recommends that caliphs adopt this practice.
3.2.2. Interaction between the King and the People during Holidays
Jahiz emphasizes the importance of holding celebrations and
festivities among the people. He suggests specific rituals and
ceremonies for major Muslim holidays, drawing inspiration from the
Iranian Nowruz Eid as a model. Additionally, he proposes the practice
of gift-giving to foster a closer and more emotional relationship
between the people and the caliph on significant holidays.

3.2.3. The practice of dining together with the king

In this image, Jahiz is addressing the entourage of the Khalifa and
reminding them about the customary practice of sharing a meal with
the Khalifa (Ibid.: 11).

3.2.4. Overlooking minor errors of subordinates by the ruler

Kings and princes are regarded as among God's finest creations,
expected to possess the highest morals and the most refined culture.
Consequently, Jahiz highlighted the importance of instilling a culture
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of dignity and magnanimity among the Abbasid rulers. In doing so, he
emphasized the admirable characteristics of Iranian Kings,
underscoring this significant aspect (Al-Jahiz, 1998: 102).

3.2.5. Expressing gratitude towards benefactors and praising them

In the section titled "Respecting and Appreciating the Loyal," Jahiz
included this attribute as one of the moral values of kings, considering
loyalty to be the utmost virtue (Al-Jahiz, 1998: 102).

3.3. Types of social images of Iranians in the book Al-Taj

3.3.1. Categorizing individuals within society

Jahiz presents Ardeshir's categorization of the people in his era as a
role model.

3.3.2. The King's comprehensive understanding of the populace's
condition

Attending to the various aspects of people's lives is crucial for the
stability and longevity of governments. Jahiz regarded it as one of the
factors contributing to a state's prosperity, acknowledging nothing as
more significant and essential in governance and the system of the
state than being aware of the hidden aspects of people's lives (ibid.).
3.3.3. Direct engagement with the community

Jahiz discusses the direct connection between the kings of Iran and
their people, illustrating a further image of the fair conduct of the
Sassanid government and the king's avoidance of arrogance and
conceit, and their willingness to be judged by the righteous.

4. Conclusion

In summary, the book Al-Taj presents a total of 13 images of
Iranians, all of which carry a positive value. This positive perspective
is primarily driven by Jahiz's aim to construct a model of governance
for the Abbasid caliphate. Among various political systems that
exhibited long-term stability and shared structural similarities with
the Baghdad caliphate system, Jahiz selects the Sasanian court
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system. He presents this system to the Abbasid caliphs as an
exemplary form of governance and highlights the Sassanid kings as
positive role models in terms of political, cultural, and social
indicators. Jahiz further narrates anecdotes and stories from their
lives, drawing parallels between the atmosphere of the Sassanid era
and that of the Abbasid caliphate. He guides the caliphate system in
the direction of political, social, and cultural aspects demonstrated
during the Sassanid period.

Keywords: ancient Iran; culture; Jahiz; Al-Taj fi Akhlag al-Muluk;
imageology.
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[Table No. 2: Types of Iranian cultural images in the book Al-Taj]
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[Table No. 3: Types of Iranian social images in the book Al-Taj]
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