b

Shahid Babosar
University of Kermnn

Online ISSN: 2645-7784

Urban Social Geography

Homepage: hrps:/jusgukac.ir

Evaluation the distribution of urban services in line with spatial justice with
an emphasis on population structure (case study: Tabriz city)

Firouz Jafari'™

Akbar Asghari zamani, Esmaeil Soleimanirad

L-Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Planning and Environmental Sciences,
University of Tabriz, Iran- E-mail: f-jafari@tabrizu.ac.ir
2-Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Planning and Environmental Sciences,

University of Tabriz, Iran.

3-PhD student in geography and urban planning, Faculty of Planning and Environmental Sciences, Tabriz University, Iran.

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received: 13 April 2023
Revised: 18 July 2023
Accepted: 13 September 2023
Published online: 23 September

2023

Keywords:

Spatial Justice,

City Services,
Population Structure,
Tabriz City.

Introduction: without knowledge and understanding of demographic changes and structures,
one cannot make decisions and choose appropriate policies, strategies and solutions in the
field of spatial justice and urban planning. The purpose of this research is to investigate the
distribution of service uses in Tabriz metropolis with regard to population distribution and
structure.

Data and Method: First, using the nearest neighbor method, the situation of the type of
distribution of services and facilities has been examined, and then 12 layers of information
about the uses of Tabriz city have been examined using the fuzzy gamma method, and finally,
the results of the fuzzy gamma have been compared with the population distribution of Tabriz
city.

Results: The results showed that among the 10 regions of Tabriz, region 10 is the least
privileged and region 1 is the most privileged. In the end, population distribution has been
compared with the amount of wealth, and it was found that the population of 0 to 14 years
has the highest percentage of wealth (35.44 percent), and on the other hand, the population
over 65 years has the lowest wealth with 21.10 percent.

Conclusion: The elderly population over 65 years of age in Tabriz live in areas that have
fewer facilities and urban services available to them than other population groups; Therefore,
it can be concluded that the elderly population is more marginalized in order to access urban
services and facilities, and it is the younger population that has better access to services and
facilities.
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Introduction

Today, in relation to solving urban problems and problems, the distribution of urban public services, social justice and
also the well-being of citizens are emphasized. (Dadashpour, 1390, 171) the lack of their fair distribution will lead to
social crisis and complex spatial problems (Yaghfouri, 1396, 115); it can be said that the most important goal of spatial
justice is to provide equal opportunities for all citizens. Failure to pay attention to the fair distribution of urban services
as one of the benefits of development will lead to social crises and complex spatial problems (Hataminejad et al., 2007:
76). Therefore, the need to pay attention to spatial justice is so important that some researchers such as Lipset consider
the main goal of planning as justice. They know space. The realization of spatial justice depends on the existence of
urban facilities and their fair distribution in the urban space and easy access of citizens to it (Rahnama and Zabihi,
2010: 10). Giving equal opportunities to citizens to access urban resources and services based on merit, need and public
interest, distribution of needs in order to implement social justice must always be observed in urban planning (Nasiri,
2017, 133), if the facilities and services among citizens are distributed fairly and balanced, more people can benefit
from these services (Dennis, 2012, 556), which is an important feature of many policies and intervention measures in
urban spaces (Yazdani and Firouzi Majandeh, 2015: 2 ). In this regard, it can be said that the amount and manner of
distribution of urban services has an effective role in the spatial displacement of the population and demographic
changes in urban areas. Since one of the criteria of sustainable urban development is paying attention to the balanced
distribution of the population, the distribution of urban services can lead to spatial justice (Toklinia et al., 2014: 285);
Therefore, planners should look for how much inequality has arisen in the pattern of locating services and how they
are distributed, and which groups of society are more deprived (Hiko, 2001, 5). In fact, planning without taking into
account demographic characteristics can have very destructive consequences (Hakmat Nia, 2015, 64) and it is not
possible to plan for development (Foladi, 2011, 173), so it should be considered that awareness of the demographic
structure and its changes It is one of the most important needs of planning that shows the needs and capacities of
communities. Like some countries whose population is aging and other countries are also expected to experience this
phenomenon in the future (Fathi, 2019, 387), therefore attention to the needs of the elderly in urban planning and
policies in this area should be considered. Housing Planning and Economics Office, 1381: 7) The study of these topics
is considered one of the main mental preoccupations of planners at the national and regional levels. For this reason,
without attention, awareness and knowledge of demographic changes and its age structures, it is impossible to make
decisions and choose appropriate policies, strategies and solutions in the field of spatial justice and urban planning. So
that this planning and distribution of facilities and services must be based on the principle of social justice and at the
same time can provide spatial justice and distribution between different regions. In this regard, it can be said that the
change in the age structure of the population requires a coherent planning to provide services and facilities according
to the characteristics of this population structure; it is very important to know the status of each age group in relation
to the services and facilities that the city provides to them. Therefore, it is necessary to provide urban services and
facilities according to the needs of the population and its structure, and all these programs should be considered in the
form of modeling for spatial distribution.

Data and Method

The information obtained was in the form of a library and the preparation of information maps of the city of Tabriz. In
this research, the required information was extracted from the master plan of Tabriz and the land use map of Tabriz in
2015 and according to the purpose of the research, from 12 layers of commercial information, services, education and
technological research, education, parks and green spaces, urban facilities, urban equipment, Entertainment - tourism,
medical, industrial, cultural - artistic, religious, sports have been used. To analyze the information, firstly, the state of
distribution and distribution of users has been analyzed using the nearest neighbor method in the geographic
information system in order to determine the distribution of users. Next, the information layers have been analyzed
using GIS software. These layers of information, which contain land use data of Tabriz city, have been classified and
then analyzed by combining information data with the fuzzy gamma method. At the end, the status of each region is
shown in a GIS map.

Results

In this research, in order to determine the level of enjoyment of different age groups, the level of enjoyment in three
age groups in the city of Tabriz has been measured in relation to the facilities and services in the 10 areas of the city.
According to table (4), the population from 0 to 14 years has the highest percentage of benefits (35.44 percent) and the
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lowest population is included in areas with low benefits, so the population from 0 to 14 years of age has the most
suitable access in terms of having deposits and services had On the other hand, the population over 65 years of age
with 21.10 percent has the least advantage in the areas with the highest advantage. Also, the population over 65 years
old with 15.48% has the largest population in the least privileged; Therefore, according to the information in table (4),
it can be seen that the population of 65 years and above, as an elderly age group, has been marginalized in terms of
receiving facilities and services, and they have not been able to access services in a suitable situation compared to the
age groups of 0-14 years and 15-64 years and have facilities in the city of Tabriz. Table 4 shows that elderly people
are located in areas that are less privileged in terms of accessibility like other areas of the city.

Conclusion

Many researches have been done in the field of spatial distribution of urban uses and spatial justice in the city, but the
issue of population structure has not been considered. In this research, by examining the distribution of uses in Tabriz
city in relation to its population structure, it was found that in the distribution of urban facilities and services, the
elderly have less privilege than children, youth and middle-aged people, and the elderly as a vulnerable segment of the
society should be treated in terms of the level of privilege and the status of access to Urban services and facilities
should be given more attention. The important innovation of this research is the investigation of the relationship
between spatial justice and population, which in addition to investigating spatial justice, the distribution of different
age groups in the city was also investigated and evaluated by matching the population and the distribution of services
and facilities in Tabriz city.
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