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of the Mirrors for princes usually give political or moral advice to King by using anecdotes and stories
related to the past kings and also by mentioning appropriate poems and verses. From this point of view,
one of the main topics of the Mirrors for princes was to explain the functions of the royal institution.
Works such as Khaje Nizam al-Mulk's Siyasatname, Ghazali's Nasihat al-Maluk, Kikavus bin
Iskandar's Qabusnameh, and Saadi's Nasihat al-Maluk are among the most important works that have
been written in this field. Among these, one of the least known Persian Writing of Mirrors is Aghraz
al-Siyaseh fi Aaraz al-Riyaseh written by Khaje Mohammad bin Ali al-Zahiri al-Katib Samarkandi.
This book is a text of ancient works of Persian literature, which is written in artificial and technical
prose and contains the history and subtleties of the words of kings, rulers, warriors, philosophers,
Iranian and non-Iranian scientists, prophets and caliphs. With this definition, this article seeks to answer
the main question based on the analytical-comparative method, whether it is possible to examine the
Aghraz al-Siyaseh in the framework of the tradition of writing of Mirrors for princes? Based on the
findings of the research, the adaptation of the characteristics of the texts of Mirrors for princes with the
text of Aghraz al-Siyaseh shows that Although the value and validity of Aghraz al-Siyaseh may not be
as high as the Siyasatname or Nasihat al-Maluk, but its text and contents are more similar and relevant
to the literature of Mirrors for princes and considering the job that the author had in the Qarakhanian
court system and the donation of the book to Tamghaj Khagan, it can be said that Zahiri Samarkandi's
intention in writing it was to write an Mirror for princes.
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1. Introduction

As a legacy of Iran's political literature before Islam, Writing of Mirrors for princes (Andarznameh) has
been one of the most important and influential historical-literary traditions in the history of Iran and Islam.
The authors of the Mirrors for princes usually give political or moral advice to King by using anecdotes and
stories related to the past kings and also by mentioning appropriate poems and verses. From this point of
view, one of the main topics of the Mirrors for princes was to explain the functions of the royal institution.
Works such as Khaje Nizam al-Mulk's Siyasatname, Ghazali's Nasihat al-Maluk, Kikavus bin Iskandar's
Qabusnameh, and Saadi's Nasihat al-Maluk are among the most important works that have been written in
this field. Among these, one of the least known Persian Writing of Mirrors is Aghraz al-Siyaseh fi Aaraz al-
Riyaseh written by Khaje Mohammad bin Ali al-Zahiri al-Katib Samarkandi. This book is a text of ancient
works of Persian literature, which is written in artificial and technical prose and contains the history and
subtleties of the words of kings, rulers, warriors, philosophers, Iranian and non-Iranian scientists, prophets
and caliphs.

2. Research Methodology

In this research, by examining and studying the significant Mirrors for princes of the Islamic era and other
texts in this field, an attempt has been made to enumerate and extract the common methodological and
content features of the texts. After that, each feature should be applied to the text of Aghraz al-Siyaseh to
determine the result. Therefore, with an analytical-comparative method, first, the most important texts of
the Mirrors for princes were identified and studied and their four main characteristics were extracted. Then,
each of these features was matched with the text of Aghraz al-Siyaseh to determine the result.

3. Discussion

The tradition of writing of Mirrors for princes is one of the most significant Iranian-Islamic literary,
historical and political traditions that started in the pre-Islamic period on the basis of various factors and
continued and evolved until after the arrival of Islam in Iran. During the centuries of the development and
evolution of this tradition, numerous and diverse works have appeared under different titles such as
Andarzname, Aieenname, Siyasatname, Siral-Muluk, |Ershadname, Saadat-Nameh, Nasihat al-Maluk,
Ayane Shahi, etc. The authors of these Mirrors for princes also included a variety of spectrums. From the
Statesmen and politicians such as ministers and dignitaries to the scholars such as jurists, philosophers,
writers and even mystics and Sufi elders.

In such works, usually with a literary and eloquent expression mixed with quotations, narratives and
historical stories, the methods of maintaining the authority and legitimacy of political power, as well as what
leads to the weakening or loss of power, are presented. All these issues are reminded to the ruler so that his
power can be justified to the people as much as possible. Therefore, the focus of the discussions of writers
of political Mirrors for princes is the ruling power and its preservation. They based their interpretations and
justifications on principles such as the coexistence of religion and politics, justice, ethics and religion, the
experiences of the predecessors, and advice and wisdom. Therefore, the main focus of the analysis of the
Mirrors for princes is "ruler". Their goal is to design the appropriate behavior style in political life in order
to preserve and maintain the existing power.

But about the text of the Aghraz al-Siyaseh, some researchers believe that this compilation is a historical
work, while in this article, an attempt has been made to explain that this compilation is a type of Mirrors for
princes. But why was it said that the Aghraz al-Siyaseh is a Mirror for prince? In fact, if we want to look
from a general perspective, it is possible to enumerate common methodological and content features for the
Mirrors for princes and apply each feature to the text of the Aghraz al-Siyaseh in order to determine the
result.

The first important and common feature of the Mirrors for princes should be considered realism and the
philosophy of politics based on power. Considering the political life of societies and the ups and downs of
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governments and sultans, writers of Mirrors for princes had a kind of experimental "realism". The reason
for this realism was that most of them were in the context of political events and many of them held court
and government positions, so that one day they lived in exile and suffering and another day they lived in
prosperity and bliss. The reader of the book Aghraz al-Siyaseh will clearly see the existence of the principle
of realism in this book.

The second feature is the experiential approach of Mirrors for princes. Method of writers of Mirrors for
princes is based on facts and history. Their methodological characteristic was to pay attention to social-
political realities and the experience of the past with materials from tradition and historical realities, and
thus they were distinguished from philosophers. Here too, throughout the book of Aghraz al-Siyaseh, we
come across many cases where Zahiri tries to present his own analysis of the subject by citing the historical
experiences of the monarchs and caliphs. For example, what he said about the Government of Hajjaj bin
Yusuf can be examined from this point of view.

The third feature is the use of persuasive and rhetorical methods. Mirrors for princes use less argument and
more rhetoric or persuasion. Historical stories and even stories from the language of animals have been one
of the most effective and favorite methods of writers of Mirrors for princes. In terms of the way of
formulating the content, the Mirrors for princes use the method of wisdom and anecdote. Like all other
works, Zahiri Samarkandi presents a wisdom at the beginning of each chapter. The meaning of wisdom is
to provide insights, teachings, or tips that, based on myths, doctrine, and current rituals, indicate efficient
and acceptable behavior. Then, a story is told to prove the truth of this wisdom.

The fourth characteristic is the tendency to maintain the existing order. The main focus of political Mirrors
for princes is to emphasize the preservation of the ruler's power. Writer of Mirrors for princes devotes all
his efforts to showing the way and manner of ruling, or, more precisely, the best way of maintaining political
power and in this way, all affairs and other dimensions of social life are at the service of political power. In
fact, as it was said, the purpose of the Mirrors for princes is to provide the proper behavior in "obtaining"
and "keeping" power. It can be seen here that Zahiri has shown in many cases in Aghraz al-Siyaseh that he
completely preserves the status quo.

4. Conclusion

Based on the findings of the research, the adaptation of the characteristics of the texts of Mirrors for princes
with the text of Aghraz al-Siyaseh shows that Although the value and validity of Aghraz al-Siyaseh may
not be as high as the Siyasatname or Nasihat al-Maluk, but its text and contents are more similar and relevant
to the literature of Mirrors for princes considering the job that the author had in the Qarakhanian court
system and the donation of the book to Tamghaj Khagan, it can be said that Zahiri Samarkandi's intention
in writing it was to write an Mirror for princes.

Zahiri's work is written on the basis of realism and the philosophy of power-based politics and has an
empirical approach to the topics discussed. The Aghraz al-Siyaseh also use persuasive and rhetorical
methods completely and the purpose of all his contents, anecdotes and stories is to maintain the existing
order (political power). He also frequently provides advice and solutions on how to gain power and maintain
it. Also, one of the main themes mentioned by Zahiri is the divine origin of the monarchy, which is the
common principle of all the Mirrors for princes. In fact, the content and style of Zahiri's narration about
each of the mentioned characters in his work shows that he did not intend to deal with historiography in any
way and undoubtedly, his intention was to advise the ruler in the way of the writer of Mirrors for princes.
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