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Pahlavi era, oil revenues had a very significant impact through development programs, but
this impact varied greatly in different areas and had its ups and downs. One of the areas
affected by oil revenues was the cultural sector. Despite the mutual need between
development programs and cinema as a tool for introducing and promoting government
actions, oil revenues were not balanced in various cultural, social, economic, and political
areas. This research aims to clarify the importance and position of cinema in government
reform measures. The research question of this study is to examine and determine the extent
of the impact of oil revenues on cultural areas, especially cinema. The findings of this
research, which were conducted using a descriptive-analytical historical method and relying
on primary sources, indicate that during the second Pahlavi era, a relatively small amount of
oil revenues was allocated to the cultural sector compared to other areas.

Cite this article: Ahmadyosefi, Nazanin. Saeedinia, Habibullah. (2023). Oil revenues and its impact on the cultural field in the
development plans of the country (1356-1325): a case study of the cinema boom. Iranian Civilization Research, 5(2)

35-74.

© The Author(s).
DOI: 10.22103/jic.2024.21802.1227

Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.
oNole

BY FAC:



mailto:nazaninahmadyosefi@gmail.com
mailto:saeedinia@pgu.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4014-9980
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4014-9980

Ahmadyosefi, N. Saeedinia, H. (2023) Iranian Civilization Research, 5(2) DOI: 10.22103/jic.2024.21802.1227

English Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

During the Pahlavi Il era, oil revenues in the form of construction programs had a great impact.
Despite the mutual need between construction programs and cinema as a means of introducing and
advertising the government's actions; there was no balance in allocating oil revenues to different
cultural, social, economic and political fields. The purpose of this research is to explain the
importance and place of cinema in the government's reform measures. The problem of the current
research is to investigate and explain the impact of oil revenues on cultural fields, especially
cinema. This research seeks to answer the question of what effect oil revenues have had on cultural
development programs, especially cinema. The findings of this research, have been done using the
descriptive-analytical historical method and relying on the main sources. With the growth of
immigration and the increase in population, the oil company had to provide more welfare and
services to its employees. Therefore, he developed social activities and cultural centres such as
cinema (Heydari, 2010: 403).

2. Reaserch Methodology
In this research, was carried out using the descriptive-analytical historical method and relying on
the main sources.

3. Discussion

The amount of budget allocation for social and cultural affairs was not included in the first plan or
was very low (Roznameh attalaat, 1948, 6605: 1). However, during this period, special attention
was paid to filmmaking and documentary works, and the number of cinemas increased (Keshani,
2006: 68-69).

In The second construction program of development, news films became popular, and the main
theme of these films called Iran's News was in favour of the Shah and America (Isa and Whittaker,
2017: 22). From 1335 onwards, the importance of documentary, educational, and news works by
the US intelligence agency increased in Iran (Keshani, 2006: 69).

The third construction program was approved with the objectives of development in the agriculture
and industry sectors and an emphasis on energy and communication (Ghaninejad, 2015: 331). At
the beginning of this program, efforts to improve the current situation in cinemas can be seen
(Sakma, Document No. 293-123480). In the films of this period, the migration of villagers to the
cities was discussed, and from 1342 to 1344, rural works were shown on the cinema screen
(Barazandeh, 2015: 135 and 137).

One of the policies and executive policies of the fourth construction program in the form of culture
and art; "Preparing educational, documentary and news films for the centres of provinces and cities
and dealing with the situation of filmmaking institutions and studios and film laboratories and
recognizing their qualifications and helping the progress of cinema and photography in Iran
through the necessary measures to improve quality. Production of Persian films and training of
skilled personnel to obtain various cinematographic jobs and establish standards in the production
of good films and provide means for technical advancement of cinema and introduce and encourage
valuable national films and award prizes in special festivals. (The principles and objectives of the
country's 4th construction plan, 1968: 87).
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the effective bases in the fifth construction plan in the field of cinema affairs, the purpose of film
production was to provide technical and financial assistance from internships and hold national,
regional, and international festivals of Iranian and foreign films to introduce Iranian culture and
art. It was to show educational documentary films for children and teenagers, as well as raise the
level of public culture in villages and towns through the preparation and showing of educational
films (The fifth construction plan law, 1972: 718).

4. Conclusion

During the Pahlavi Il era, with the increase in oil prices, oil revenues increased and in the form of
construction programs, it facilitated and accelerated the government's influence in social and
cultural fields, but although oil revenues had significant growth in these years; Cultural programs,
including cinema, were not the priority of the government's plan for budget allocation; Despite this,
these revenues have had an impact on cinema and cultural evolution in this field, although in a
limited way. On the other hand, cinema also played a major role in advertising the government's
development programs. Therefore, to make the people welcome the films they produced, domestic
producers focused more on producing films that originated from local and popular culture; Films
that had social content, showed the problems of the society, and at the same time promoted the
actions of the government in the form of construction programs.

The evolution of cinema during the second Pahlavi period can be divided into two periods: the first
period from the time when Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi came to power until the coup of 1332,
which also included the first construction plan, and the second period from the coup of 1332 to
1356, which included the second construction plan until It is the fifth. In this period, influenced by
the oil revenues, imported Indian and Egyptian films gradually entered Iranian cinema and had an
impact on Iranian films in terms of singing and dancing. In other words, modernism caused a
change in the lifestyle and its appearance could be seen in the cinema.

In general, although the budget allocated by the government for cultural affairs, especially cinema,
was a small expense compared to the budget for industrial programs and land reforms; the cinema
and the films that were shown on the screen were more and more trying to advertise construction
programs in different parts of the society.
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