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formation of the first Islamic state. This special place of knowledge of history in Iranian civilization
and the teachings of the school of Islam indicates the high scientific and cultural importance that this
knowledge has had in the culture and social life of Iranian society and Muslim societies. This had
caused the mentioned science to be favored by different strata and especially the wealthy. With the
geographical extent of the Islamic government and sovereignty, interest and attention to history writing
in the Islamic school also increased. As this vast geographical territory in which Islamic culture and
civilization had grown and developed, has caused the formation of the basic axes for history writing
and has become more important day by day. In this article, an attempt has been made to examine their
motivations and goals in history writing by relying on the surviving prefaces of Iranian Muslim
historians until the end of the 9th century. The method of conducting documentary and library research
and evaluating data and presenting descriptive-analytical topics will be. The results of this research
show that in the approach to history writing and the presentation of historical works, there are many
goals and motivations, including religious, moral, educational, social and political. In connection with
the examples and topics described and announced by the historians of the period in question, in a
general summary, it is possible to answer the request of the officials, simple writing, gifts and offerings
to the rulers of the time, creating joy and happiness, showing the causes of the advancement and decline
of civilizations, the high place of the science of history in the Qur'an Kareem and the prophetic tradition,
provoking insight and wisdom, promoting ethics and refining souls.
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1. Introduction
From time immemorial to the present, most of the ethnic groups have recorded and written their history;
researchers in the field of historiography have looked at the remaining written works, regardless of the
method, from the perspective of historiography. Therefore, according to the presented definition and the
aims of this research, it can be said that the concept of historiography in the current research is to examine
and consider in the introduction the sources that were written from the first century AH to the end of the
ninth century AH; because in these introductions you can find a number of historiographical elements,
including mentioning the sources used by the historian, praising the sponsor of the book, and mentioning
the motivations and reasons that made the historian write the work. With regard to the sources used in this
research, it should be added that the authors of the article, in addition to using local and dynastic sources,
put more emphasis on the public chronicles, which were among the most important sources of their time.
Therefore, the historical-hadith or historical-theological and jurisprudential-historical books have not been
taken into consideration in the writing of the article, except for certain works such as the book of Sheikh
Mofid, which also paid attention to the historical aspect of the work.
According to the above explanations, it should be said that the emergence of knowledge of history and
Islamic historiography precedes the very beginning of the emergence of Islam and arose from the contents
and messages of the Holy Quran, the Prophetic Hadiths and, of course, Iranian civilisation. This basic factor,
combined with other factors outside the school, caused the writing of history to begin with enthusiasm in
the first century of Hijri and to continue with increasing speed in the following centuries. The result of this
enthusiastic and confident approach, despite all obstacles and difficulties, was the emergence of methods
and schools, methods of compilation and arrangement, styles and types of historiography in Iranian-Islamic
history and civilization, and the growth of history knowledge in human societies.
In the current research, we have tried to answer this question and the main question by taking into account
the existing and accessible introductions of Iranian Muslim historians until the end of the 9th century. What
were the motivations and aims of Iranian Muslim historians in writing historical books?

2. Reaserch Methodology

With regard to the subject under study, no independent, comprehensive, coherent and orientated work has
yet been written in the field of writing, mainly based on the reliable and historical sources of the period
(such as Tabari, Yagoubi, Beyhadqi, etc.). In the continuation of the writing, which focuses on documents
and data, an attempt will be made to examine the answers to the questions raised through description and
analysis.

3. Discussion

Every tribe and nation had a history throughout history, so some tribes and nations did not preserve and
record their historical history due to lack of motivation and purpose and belief in the benefits of history.
This is despite the fact that since the beginning of the establishment of the Islamic government, the Muslims
had a kind of historical consciousness and began to record the events of their days and conditions, and in
most Islamic countries, the writing of history began and progressed with the cultural development of Islam.
As Islamic historians have mentioned the motives and aims of their historiography in the introduction of
their writings. An examination and reflection on the surviving prefaces of some Iranian Muslim historians
shows that until the end of the 9th century Hijri, they considered different goals and motivations in their
approach to writing history and presenting historical works. In such a way that some of them had only one
goal or topic on their agenda and others considered several goals and topics at the same time. These goals
and themes included political, religious, intellectual, cultural, moral and social issues that historians
mentioned in the introduction of their works, reflecting the different realities of society and the prevailing
ideologies of the time.
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4. Conclusion

In terms of the styles, criteria and themes used by the historians of the period under study to introduce their
works, several basic elements can be identified. These factors include

- Responding to the demands of people in administrative and governmental positions, who often saw
historiography as a tool for communicating and interacting with higher authorities.

- Simplifying and transforming the historical language into a form that is understandable and accessible to
the general public, which shows the effort to understand the society in order to access the knowledge of
history.

- Presenting historical works in the form of gifts or offerings to the rulers of their time, the purpose of which
was to increase the social and political influence of the historian.

- The attempt to create joy and happiness in society was manifested in the presentation of historical
achievements or factors influencing the progress of civilisations.

- Considering the prominent position of historical knowledge in Iranian civilisation and the teachings of the
Holy Qur'an and the Prophetic tradition, the importance of history in the education of rationality and wisdom
was emphasised.

- According to the historical patterns and the analysis of past economic, political and social relations, they
discovered the causes of the rise and fall of civilisations. By understanding how civilisations functioned in
the past, they were able to address current challenges and conflicts.

Finally, these historians were determined to use the science of history as a tool to strengthen social morality
and educate more people with a moral spirit. It should be pointed out that the effort to promote Islamic
ethics and human refinement was considered, among all concepts, a central necessity for Muslim society.
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