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in the Safavid official mechanism, thereby providing a comprehensive understanding of the
complex administrative structure of the Safavid government. To construct the desired
narrative, and trough employing a reconstructing methodological approach, historiographical
sources and travelogues are utilized. The essay reveals a dual-sided problem. On one side,
the Shah and the magnates have strived to maintain their political position through Khal at.
Conversely, some governors and the recipients have focused on preserving and continuing
their relationship with the central government. Viewing this issue from a mutual benefits
perspective, the essay argues that both parties have sought to consolidate and maintain their
power through the implementation of an ancient tradition like Khal’at. As a consequence,
statesmen, such as governors, exerted pressure on the populace to provide financial resources
for Khal’at. This approach has led to repercussions, one of which was an increase in social
difficulties. However, classical historiographical texts have typically remained silent on this
matter.
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1 .Introduction

In different periods of Iran's history, all kinds of gifts were used in political, economic, social and cultural
affairs. The most important gifts included offerings, Khalat, and bribes, each of which was used according
to the nature and meaning of their special meaning. With the rise of Safavid Dynasty and the consolidation
of the power of it, Iran entered a new stage, and as a result, the relationships and the power structure in the
form of exchanging gifts became especially important. One of the most important gifts that had various
functions in the relations of the Safavid kings with their subordinates in various fields, especially the
economic one, was the Khalat. Khalat refers to everything that was granted by higher authorities to lower
authorities; therefore, in the written texts of the Safavid era, the Khalat was always given by the king to his
subordinates. In the lower ranks, less is mentioned about this case and it was done with a special mechanism.
In terms of finance and economy, Khalat had different functions for the king, court and lower officials of
the power structure and had consequences in different states and provinces.
In fact, in the Safavid era, due to the importance and political function of the Khalat for the underlings, the
ruling apparatus (especially the Safavid kings) used various methods to generate income and reduce costs,
knowing this. After that, the court officials, after issuing the dismissal order to their subordinates, each in
turn and according to their position, tried to benefit from its material and financial benefits.

2 .Discussion

Khalat is something that is granted by higher officials to lower officials. In the Safavid era, according to the
numerous historical sources as well as the writing of travelogues, there were extensive relations with other
countries, and valuable information about Khalat has been left from this era. During this period, the king's
Khalat to his subordinates was done with a special mechanism. From the time of giving the order to grant
Khalat until the designated Khalat reached its recipient, certain principles and customs were followed. In
fact, there were different types of Khalat, the position and status of the recipient determined the type of it,
and sometimes things were added to it. Carrying out this procedure and its political importance, which was
institutionalized as a culture in the history of Iran, affected other affairs, especially financial and economic
affairs; So that after the Khalat were granted, the highest authority, the king, and those who received the
Khalats in the lower position, tried to meet their needs, especially financially. By performing this procedure,
a cycle was formed through which both the giver and the receiver of the Khalat fulfilled their wishes. This
situation had consequences for the people in different states and provinces.

But regardless of the aspect of income generation, according to the customs and principles governing its
presentation, in special circumstances and official holidays, especially Nowruz, it involved a lot of expenses
for the king and the court. On the other hand, the people favored by the king and those who were proud of
wearing the royal robe, incurred a lot of expenses during the ceremony of wearing the robe. But the political
importance of Khulat for rulers and officials put subjects in a position of weakness. In fact, the submission
of Khalat to non-court officials, especially the rulers, brought economic consequences and oppression to the
subjects in different states and provinces.

Therefore, it seems that examining the nature of the ritual of disrobing and disrobing from two perspectives
will help to better understand the image of the Safavid government; First, the political mechanisms of the
Safavid government and its wide administrative system should be more in focus for a better understanding
of this period. This ritual, which seems simple on the surface, took on a complicated aspect in the complex
power relations. The courtiers, for their part, tried to take advantage of the position they had in order to
benefit from its financial benefits.



Khoshab and others. (2023) Iranian Civilization Research, 5(2) DOI: 10.22103/jic.2024.22702.1278

English Extended Abstract

3 .Research Methodology

In the current research, by analyzing the historical texts and travelogues of the Safavid era, an attempt is
made to answer this question in a descriptive and analytical way, what were the economic functions of the
Khalat in the Safavid era and what were its consequences for the people.

4 .Conclusion

Khalat is one of the types of offerings of the Safavid kings, which is important due to its political and
financial function. The basis of this essay was the investigation of Khalat in this period. The results of this
research can be classified into several categories based on historical and travelogue sources. First, the
Safavid kings used the giving Khalat as a symbol of mercy and acknowledgment of the lower layers of the
political power system, and this itself led to income making. In other words, the different elements of the
Safavid power structure were trying to seek the favor of the Shah, which resulted in earning money and
filling the treasury for the government. Sometimes giving Khalat was a reflection of the greed of the Safavid
kings; That is, giving the Khalat was a source of income for the government. In some situations, along with
sending the Khalat, orders were given to the governors to provide part of the court's needs in order to reduce
the court's expenses. But the mechanism of granting the Khalat, especially during the celebration and official
rituals, especially Nowruz, brought a lot of expenses for the king and the court. Second, courtiers due to the
importance of the Khalat and in its importance for low-level officials, in various political situations, such as
the weakness of the king and the attempt to eliminate rivals, they made personal use of this ancient cultural
tradition and accumulated wealth in this way. Another dimension of this research refers to the consequences
of receiving the Khalat. It should be said that from the time of sending the Khalat to the time of receiving
it, the recipients of the Khalat spent exorbitant expenses, which included the expenses related to the Tip for
the bringer, the celebration and party for the people participating in the receiving ceremony, and the large
bribes to the influential court officials. Therefore, it seems that the financial consequences resulting from
the receiving were harmful in some areas under the control of rulers; because by putting pressure on the
people, the rulers collected the expenses spent for receiving Khalat. Of course, the sources written in this
period do not provide much data about social difficulties; but the same small data tells that the governors of
the states and provinces created problems for the people to satisfy the higher statesmen and for stabilize
their position.

In fact, the rulers used the lever of Khulat Shahi to pressure the subjects to compensate the expenses spent
through their exploitation. On the other hand, the subjects were never satisfied with the wearing of the khalat
by the rulers and officials, because they were aware of its consequences. For this reason, considering the
importance of disrobing and disrobing in financial and economic issues, it is possible to analyze the
economic functions resulting from disrobing in the Safavid era by considering the role of influential factors
from an economic point of view, as well as the consequences and causes resulting from them.
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