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historical era, and there are monuments of Iranian and even Turanian personalities left in it.
We see the names of Dastan, Rustam, Zavareh, Faramarz, Shideh, Kaveh, Hormuz and many
legendary kings and heroes such as Kay Khosrow, Bahman son of Isfandiar, Ardavan
Ashkani, Qobad and Anoushirvan Sassani in its various localities. It seems that during the
Sasanian period, Ardestan had a special position. Of course, in addition to this city, other
places such as Ahvaz, Neishabur, Ormshir and Esfrain have also been mentioned. The subject
matter of the current research is the investigation and feasibility of the historical geography
and ancient past of Ardestan as the birthplace of Khosrow Anoushirvan in comparison with
other options. This research tries to answer the question of whether Ardestan could be the
birthplace of Khosrow Anoushirvan in a descriptive-analytical way and by relying on library
studies as well as local and regional data? The findings of this research show that according
to the mythological background and historical past of this city and also based on sources,
traditions and historical works as well as the possible routing of Qobad from the west to the
east of the country, Ardestan is the main option for locating the birthplace of Khosrow
Anoushirvan.

Cite this article: Koohkan, Mahmoodreza. (2023). Analysis and explanation of the historical geographical position of Ardestan as the
birthplace of Khosrow Anoushirvan. Iranian Civilization Research, 5(2) 193-209.

© The Author(s).

Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.

DOI: 10.22103/J1C.2024.22724.1280



mailto:mrkoohkan@pnu.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4014-9980

Koohkan. M (2023) Iranian Civilization Research, 5(2) DOI: 10.22103/J1C.2024.22724.1280

English Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Ardestan is one of the cities on the edge of the central desert of Iran, which is located in the
northeast of Isfahan province. Based on historical and geographical sources, as well as evidences
and monuments left from long time ago in this area, it is clear that this city had considerable
importance and position. The existence of signs and names from the mythological age that remain
in the cities, villages, ancient hills and neighborhoods confirm this. It seems that during the
Sasanian period, Ardestan had a special position. According to some sources, the most important
event that happened in this city in the Sasanian era is the birth of Khosrow Anoushirvan(Yaqoubi,
1977: 51). Of course, in addition to this city, other places such as Ahvaz, Nishabur, Ormshir and
Esfrain have been proposed as the birthplace of Khosrow Anoushirvan(Tabari, 1984: 2/637-641,
Ferdowsi, 1995: 6/1737). The main issue under study in the current paper is the investigation and
feasibility of the historical geography and ancient past of Ardestan as the birthplace of Khosrow
Anoushirvan in comparison with other options. Therefore, the present research tries to answer the
question, could Ardestan be the birthplace of Khosrow Anoushirvan? Therefore, the main goal of
this research is to investigate and identify the geographical and historical location of Ardestan in
the Sasanian period according to the reports of the sources in order to determine the position of this
city in comparison with other places as the birthplace of Khosrow Anoushirvan.

2. Research Methodology

This research is going to investigate the feasibility of the historical geography of Ardestan as one
of the options of Khosrow Anoushirvan's birthplace by using descriptive-analytical method and
relying on library studies as well as using local evidence. The present study tries to analyze the
data related to this topic, taking into account the historical background and geographical location
of Ardestan, to explain the importance and position of Ardestan in comparison with other options.

3. Discussion

The longevity of names such as Dastan, Rustam, Zavareh, Shideh, Faramarz, ... , which are
abundantly seen in Ardestan city, can indicate a kind of connection with the mythical-epic past of
Iran. Some sources have attributed the foundation of the city of Ardestan to "Arvand-shah" and
considered the fortress and aqueduct of "Arvaneh” to be the actions of this Shah or prince of
Kiani(Mushtaghi Naini,1987: 79). Another evidence of the importance and prestige of this city in
the end of the Kianian era is the "Mehr-ardeshir" fire-temple(Atashkadeh) building. Many
historians and geographers have attributed the construction of Mehr-ardshir fire-
temple(Atashkadeh) in Ardestan to Bahman son of Isfandiar son of Goshtasb(Hamze Isfahani,
1988: 38).

With the formation of political dynasties in the west of Iran and the transition from the Kiani era
to the historical era, for the first time in the inscriptions of Dariush the Great in Persepolis, we
encounter the word Ardestan, which is repeated above and next to the stone Valves of Dariush's
exclusive palace (Sharp, 1964: 72; Kent, 2016: 444). It is said that Ardestan was once the capital
of the fourth Parthian Ardavan (Rafie Mehrabadi,1957: 7). However, the current building of the
city of Ardestan has been considered to be from the beginning of the Sasanian era and specifically
the time of Ardeshir Babakan. Unfortunately, apart from such references, there is not much
information about the condition of Ardestan during the Sasanian period until the time of the Qobad
reign. Probably, his short stay in this land led to the creation of one of the most important events
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in Ardestan during the Sasanian era, and that is the birth of Khosrow Anoushirvan from the womb
of an Ardestan peasant girl.

According to the sources, during his reign, Qobad was forced to flee to Hephthalites to ascend the
throne with their help. It was during these escapades that it is said that Qobad married the daughter
of one of the peasants on the way, and from that woman Khosrow Anoushirvan was born. In the
first narration, Tabari believes that Qobad married the daughter of one of the cavalrymen in
Nishabur, and Khosrow was born to that daughter. But in the second narration, he considers the
place of the incident as Abar-shahr and the girl's father as one of the elders (1984: 2/637-641).
Moskuyeh Razi has given both of Tabari's narrations with similar details (2000: 1/89-91). Tha'alabi
mentions Esfrain as one of the belongings of Nishabur (no date: 284). Ferdowsi considers this
meeting place to be in Ahvaz and introduces the girl as a peasant girl (1995: 6/ 1737). Dinavari
says that this event happened in the city of Ormshir and in a village on the way from Ahvaz to
Isfahan with a peasant girl (2002: 5-94).

In the third A.H century, Yaqgoubi mentions for the first time in "Al-Boldan", which is the oldest
Arabic geographical book, that Ardestan was the birthplace of Khosrow Anoushirvan(1977: 51).
Ibn Roste, who lived in the same century, considers "Ardestan” to be the birthplace of Khosrow
Anoushirvan(1986: 181-182). In the fourth century, Istakhari stated that "Ardestan is a city... in
which there are traces of Zoroastrian kings such as Anoushirvan and Khosrow parviz"(quoted from
Jackson, 1973: 458). Yaqut Hamavi says about Ardestan: "It is said that Anoushirvan was born
there and the buildings there were built by Anoushirvan son of Qobad"(2018: 1/146). Bundari
writes: "The traces of some of those palaces are still standing in Ardestan”(2003: 465). Therefore,
we see that most sources explicitly or implicitly introduce Ardestan as the birthplace of Khosrow
Anoushirvan.

In the city and the collective memory of the people of Ardestan, there are signs of that era. The
name of the neighborhood "Kushk" is considered to be a memory of Anoushirvan's residence and
childhood palace(Mohit tabatabai,1949: 97). Abdul Wahab Azzam, the corrector of the Arabic
Shahnameh, writes in the entry "Al-Shahnameh", Bundari Isfahani has given the following news
of Qobad: "Fath ibn Ali says: My sheikh Taj al-din Mahfouz ibn al-Tayib al-Tarfi narrated this
story (of Qobad's marriage to a peasant girl from the village of Ardestan) to me from the words of
the elders of this area; He (Taj al-din) was related to this peasant (Qobad's wife's father) and he
boasted about this among his peers" (Azzam, 1970: 96-97). Pir Mortaza Ardestani, one of the
mystics of the 9th century AH, traces his lineage to Anoushirvan from his mother's side (Bastani
Parizi, 1992: 285). But the most important written document that remains from the 10th century
AH is the gravestone of a person named Amir Owais in the old cemetery of "Fahrah" neighborhood.
Two lines of poetry are engraved on this tombstone, which shows that the buried person considered
himself to be of Anoushirvan's generation and was proud of it (Mushtaghi Naini, 1987: 78). These
reports and evidence such as being located on one of the communication routes and having
defensive fortifications, it could be a convincing reason for choosing Ardestan as one of Qobad's
residences on the way to Khorasan.

4. Conclusion

The mythological and historical past of Ardestan shows that this city was in some way the attention
of rulers and officials in every period. From legendary heroes such as Rustam and Zavareh to the
kings of Kiani, there are names in this city. Being located on one of the communication routes and
having defensive fortifications also adds to its importance. This has helped to attract the attention
of some Iranian kings, nobles and peasants in the historical period. The residence of nobles and
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peasants in Ardestan, which the sources clearly mention, and even Yaqoubi mentions the presence
of Khosrow's children in this place in the third century, showed the high capacities of this city. On
this basis, Sasanian Qobad settled in this city when he fled to Hephthalites and married a peasant
woman, the result of which is Khosrow Anoushirvan, one of the most popular Sasanian kings. The
sources that have mentioned Ardestan as the birthplace of Anoushirvan emphasize it with signs
such as the presence of nobles and peasants in this city or the remains of palaces and booths from
that period that they have seen. This is despite the fact that we do not see such descriptions and
evidence regarding other options. Therefore, referring to all the available evidences, it can be
acknowledged that Ardestan was the birthplace of Khosrow Anoushirvan.
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