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society. The government built many schools, developed textbooks for and created a system of free
education and paid close attention to the activities of schools. American schools were operating in
Tehran and other cities. Although their number was less, they were more popular. The efficient
management of these schools and their superior quality made people like these schools. The
government also accepted these schools.In this research, relying on library documents and sources with
a descriptive analytical method, we examine the activities of American schools during the time of Reza
Shah. The findings of the research indicate that at the beginning of the establishment of the Pahlavi,
the government did not hinder the activities of these schools, and these schools tried to gain the
satisfaction of the government, and in some cases, the government also honored their activities, but due
to the political activities of foreign schools, especially American schools, the increase in the number of
schools and the increase in the educational quality of Iranian schools, the autocracy of Reza Shah and
his interest in cultural assimilation and the non-compliance of foreign schools with the regulations of
the Iranian educational system, the government of their activities banned and despite the insistence of
the Americans to continue their activities, these schools became the property of the Iran
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1. Introduction

The main goal of the Christian missionaries was to spread Christianity, but they soon realized that they were
not able to directly spread the religion of Christ. Therefore, to achieve this goal, they turned to indirect
spread. The school was considered one of the most effective tools of this spread. During the period of Reza
Shah, the status of foreign schools changed, the government increased their supervision at first, then
dissolved these schools at the elementary level, and in the last step, these schools were owned by the Iranian
government. Americans had few schools in Iran, but in terms of management and educational quality, they
had a better position than other schools. Since the Pahlavi government was trying to create a uniform and
coordinated educational system in Iran, their compliance with the laws and regulations of the Ministry of
Education was very important. This research has dealt with the factors affecting the activities of these
schools and aims to answer two questions: 1- What were the factors of the booming activities of American
schools in Iran during the era of Reza Shah? 2- What causes and factors caused the end of the activity of
American schools in Iran?

2. Research Methodology

.This research was done with library and descriptive-analytical method. The documents available in the
Iranian National Library and Document Center and widely published newspapers are the sources of this
research. Local history sources have also been used, especially the works written in the field of education
and schools. Since the educational reforms during Reza Shah's period had a great impact on the activity of
American schools, a part of the research has been devoted to this subject and in the continuation of the
activity of American schools and their method of activity has been examined and by examining the available
materials in this field, The analysis of the factors affecting the activity of American schools in Iran has been
discussed.

3. Discussion

In Reza Sha period, more supervision was applied to the activities of foreign schools. The most important
American school in Iran was Alborz School. This school was established in 1871/1288 (Alborz Chronicle,
1354:1). This school is actually the center of American cultural policy in It was Iran and active schools in
other regions of Iran followed the decisions of this school and prepared talented students to study in Alborz.
This school became a college during the reign of Reza Shah and played an important role in the formation
of secular culture in Iran. (Nazez, 3:1323). The American girls' school in Tehran was called "Iran Beit Yale"
which was changed to Nurbakhsh after forcing the schools to choose an Iranian name for the schools. This
school was actually the girls' branch of the Alborz school (Qasmi Puya, 1377:528) at the beginning of only
It covered non-Muslims, but later on, Muslims also became interested in studying in this school and entered
this school. Some of the graduates of this school became founders of new schools for girls. Helen Clark was
the most prominent director of the girls' school in Rasht. In addition, a boys' school was also established in
this city by the Americans, who did so despite the government's insistence on the prohibition of Christianity,
and the government limited their activities. A school was also established in Hamedan by the Americans.
The non-compliance of this school with the regulations of the Ministry of Education caused the government
to decide to close this school, but due to the demand of the people of Hamedan, the Ministry of Education
agreed to continue the activity of this school despite its inner desire (Presidential Documents Center,
1381:223, Document No. 56 ) Americans established a school for girls and a school for boys in Tabriz.
(Salahi and Besnas, 1382:134) The boys' school in this city was named Memorial, and it had facilities for
local students to stay (Alder, 1337:53). The presence of Baskerville, the teacher of this school, and his
presence in the events of the constitutional revolution and his death in the battle with the autocrats made
this school permanent in the memory of freedom seekers (Kasravi, 1363: 891.(
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4. Conclusion:

Foreign schools continued their activities during the reign of Reza Shah.

In the meantime, American schools had a better position and since they performed better in terms of
education and provided financial support to students in some cases, the people liked them a lot and in some
cases the government decided to close these schools. They objected to the government's decision and
considered the closure of schools to be the cause of their children's backwardness. Although the Iranian
society showed favor to the activity of American schools in Iran, a group of causes and factors changed the
government's policy towards these schools. The Pahlavi government established a new system of education
in Iran for cultural unification and promotion of national culture and widely started to establish schools in
Iran. In the new educational system, strengthening Iranian nationalism and national spirit was of great
importance, and teaching history, geography and Persian language was the way to achieve this goal. In order
to create suitable texts for schools, the government started writing new books on history, geography and
Persian language, and Iranian schools made great efforts to strengthen the spirit of nationalism, and the
government also exercised serious supervision over schools in this regard. By building a large number of
schools and establishing a free education system and increasing the number of Iranian teachers, the
government saw itself as having no need for the activities of foreign schools and foreign teachers. In the
ranking of schools in Tehran, Iranian schools were assigned the top ranks. This gave the government an
excuse to restrict foreign schools. In the first step, foreign schools were banned from opening elementary
school. Arguing that the number of elementary schools in the country is sufficient and there is no need for
foreign elementary schools, and that the promotion of Iranian national culture and nationalism should be
done by the national education system at the elementary level, the government denied foreign schools from
having an elementary level. Disregarding the teachings of Islam and the actions of schools in promoting
Christianity were also challenging issues between the government and foreign schools. Although the
promotion of Christianity was prohibited in this Madas, but the trustees did not adhere to this prohibition.
The authorities were against both the missionary schools and the Baha'i schools. Reza Shah also closed the
Baha'i schools in the first step and then closed the missionary schools as well. Alborz College agreed with
Reza Shah in the direction of creating a modern society. Reza Shah increased his autocracy especially in
the second period of his rule from 1312, he turned to the personalization of power and was unable to tolerate
critical institutions. Parallel to Reza Shah's actions to unify thoughts and ideas, the pressure on foreign
schools increased. The government decided to stop the activities of foreign schools, especially American
schools, in Iran. A year before he was removed from the kingdom, he closed foreign schools and took them
into the possession of the government, and from the academic year of 1320-1319, these schools started their
activities with Iranian personnel.
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