b

Shahid Babosar
University of Kermnn

Online ISSN: 2645-7784

Urban Social Geography

Homepage: hrps:/jasgukacir

Check the challenges of urban management in achieving the social sustainability of
the city with an emphasis on ethnic diversity and subcultures (case study: Ahvaz

Hossein Poorkabi, Hamid- Rreza-Rakhshani nasab '*

city)

, Mojtaba Soleimani Damaneh

L. Master of Geography and Urban Planning, University of Sistan and Baluchestan, Zahedan, Iran.

2. Assistant Professor of Geography and Urban Planning, University of Sistan and Baluchestan, Zahedan, Iran. E-mail:
rakhshaninasab_h@gep.usb.ac.ir

8- Ph.D student of Geography and Urban Planning, University of Sistan and Baluchestan, Zahedan, Iran.

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received: 01 June 2023
Revised: 09 October 2023
Accepted: 22 December 2023
Published online: 20 March 2024

Keywords:

Urban Management,
social stability,
ethnic diversity,

Ahvaz city.

Introduction: One of the challenges that urban management is always involved in to achieve
social sustainability is the issue of ethnic diversity and subcultures. The city of Ahvaz is one
of the cities near the border and it is always a gathering place of various ethnic groups. Paying
attention to this issue is vital because not paying attention to this issue leads to major
challenges and unevenness of the road to achieving social stability. In this regard, the aim of
this article is to Check the challenges of urban management in achieving the social
sustainability of Ahvaz city with emphasis on ethnic diversity and subcultures..

Data and Method: The present research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-
analytical in terms of method. According to the objectives of the research, library and field
methods (questionnaire) have been used in order to develop a theoretical framework and
collect the required data. The statistical research population of the citizens of Ahvaz in 2015
is equal to 1,184,788 people. The number of samples was determined using Cochran's
sampling, 384 people. To analyze the research data, one-sample statistical tests, step-by-step
regression and path analysis were used.

Results: The results of the sample T-Tech test to measure the urban sustainability of Ahvaz
with an emphasis on ethnicities show that there is a significant difference between the
obtained average (1.81) so that it is below the standard limit (3). be Therefore, the status of
this index is not favorable. The results of the step-by-step regression test indicate that the
social security index with a beta coefficient of 0.247 has the greatest impact and the economic
index with a coefficient of 0.166 has the least impact in stabilizing the city of Ahvaz for
different ethnicities. The results of the path analysis show that all the coefficients of these
variables are significant at the 95% confidence level, which means that the variables have an
effect on the stability of the city of Ahvaz in terms of ethnicity, and the need to pay attention
to them will improve this issue.

Conclusion: Due to the not very suitable policies and solutions of urban management in
Ahvaz, subcultures and ethnic diversity have special challenges for city managers, which is
the main challenge for city managers to achieve social, economic, physical and physical
sustainability. It is environmental and according to the field research that has been done, these
issues should be addressed as soon as possible so that it does not lead to worse challenges.
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English Extended Abstract

Introduction

Regarding the city of Ahvaz, it should be said that this city is made up of different ethnic groups from Lor,
Fars, Turks and Arabs. By studying the historical background of Khuzestan, we find out that many cities of
this province have been inhabited since ancient times, and the people of these cities have a long history in
their culture, customs, dialect, accent, and unique way of life. . In recent years, many people from these
cities and villages related to Ahvaz metropolis have migrated so that they can have more job opportunities.
This issue has become a vital issue for young people in the last ten years because their future lives depend
on suitable economic conditions and the presence of companies and factories in the metropolis of Ahvaz
has often become a city for work in the minds of immigrants.Therefore, the urban atmosphere is very
confused and there are fake and mobile businesses all over the city that come from nearby cities or villages
to sell food etc. Cultural diversity gets into conflict with each other.The city of Ahvaz, as the capital of the
province, was formed in the midst of nomadic and rural areas, and under the influence of the migration of
villagers and surrounding small towns, it has experienced rapid population growth in recent decades. This
city has now become the center of settlement of different clans. The selection of city council members by
the people and based on criteria such as tribalism and religious affiliation affects the election of the mayor
as the first and most important duty of the city council. In fact, city council members should consider the
interests of their supporters in choosing the mayor. This factor takes the mayor's selection process out of its
right and logical path.

Such problems, which are more in Ahvaz than many other cities, have faced the city management with big
challenges, which cannot bring the city to a stable situation even in the long term. Therefore, solutions
should be thought out for this problem to prevent the crisis. Therefore, the main goal of urban planners is to
bring the city to a stage of social sustainability in the city. Therefore, the present research aims to investigate
the impact of subcultures and ethnic diversity on the development of urban management challenges. Based
on this, the current research seeks to answer the question, what are the most important challenges of Ahvaz
urban management in facing ethnic diversity and subcultures?

Data and Method

The current research is practical in terms of its purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of method.
According to the objectives of the research, library and field methods have been used to formulate the
theoretical framework and collect the required data. The statistical population of the research includes the
citizens of Ahvaz city. The number of citizens in 2016 is equal to 1,184,788 people, and using Cochran's
method, 384 citizens of Ahvaz city were also selected as a sample. The reliability of the research data was
measured using Cronbach's alpha. In this test, the numerical value of Cronbach's alpha coefficient for 52
guestions of the questionnaire was equal to 0.946, which shows that the reliability of the questionnaire is
excellent. To analyze the data, one-sample statistical tests, multivariate regression and path analysis were
used using SPSS and Lisrel software. This research has been done in 6 dimensions of social security, socio-
cultural and leisure, economic, physical-physical, political-management and environmental indicators.

Results

The results of the one-sample t-test to measure the urban sustainability of Ahvaz with an emphasis on
ethnicities show that there is a significant difference between the average of 1.81, which is less than the
standard. (3) is Therefore, the status of this index is not favorable. The results of the step-by-step regression
show that the social security index with a beta coefficient of 0.247 has the most influence, and the
environmental index with a beta of 0.217 ranks second, and the physical-physical index with a beta of 0.192
ranks first. Third, the political-management index with a beta of 0.189 is in the fourth place, the social,
cultural and leisure index with a beta of 0.187 is in the fifth place, and finally, the economic index with a
beta coefficient of 0.166 is in the lowest influence coefficient and is in the last place.
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Conclusion

In the comparative comparison of the results of the current research with the research of Safaipour and
Azadkhani (2019) in a research titled "Investigation of the role of ethnicity in achieving sustainable urban
development (case example: neighborhoods of Ilam city) it can be stated that Safaipour and Azadkhani
believe that, Ethnicity has a positive and significant effect on the sustainable development of the
neighborhoods of Ilam city, which indicates the cooperation and interaction between urban management
and ethnicism in all aspects of the city in such a way that the cooperation and interaction of urban managers
with ethnic groups leads to cooperation. social and participation of local people on the development of the
neighborhood of Illam city, while in the present study, Ahvaz urban management has had the least
coordination and cooperation in various urban issues with different ethnicities, which has a negative effect
on the social sustainability of Ahvaz city. Therefore, the results of the present study are not in line with the
results of Safaipour and Azadkhani.

Basically, urban management in border towns and cities close to the border has a more sensitive position
and it is necessary to pay special attention to the issue of ethnic diversity and subcultures. Due to the not
very suitable policies and solutions of urban management in Ahvaz, subcultures and ethnic diversity have
special challenges for city managers, which is the main challenge for city managers to achieve social,
economic, and physical sustainability. - It is physical and environmental, and according to the field research
that has been done, these issues should be addressed as soon as possible so that it does not lead to worse
challenges. As the result of the work shows, among the economic components, poverty, providing housing
costs and stable employment opportunities are not in a suitable situation, which should eliminate poverty
among different classes and ethnic groups, and provide housing loans in order to provide It provided the
weaker sections. The next issue that is raised as a problem and challenge of the social stability of Ahvaz
city is the physical dimension in the context of the asymmetric growth of the city and the preservation of
urban boundaries, which urban policy makers, including the municipality of Ahvaz, should prevent the
excessive growth of the city and preserve the urban boundaries. to provide a suitable field of service to
relatives and citizens. On the other hand, the environmental dimension in micro dust indicators, urban
industrial waste is an important issue, especially in the field of micro dust, which today the city of Ahvaz is
facing this problem, it needs measures such as planting trees and mulching, and finally in the political and
managerial field and Finally, attention should be paid to the city's lively and 24-hour life by providing
various urban uses that today many cities in the world have moved in this direction and supporting the
citizens of all parts of Ahvaz without any ethnic discrimination in order to make the activities effective. be
basic
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