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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Antique objects, known as Luristan bronzes, were introduced in scientific societies from 1928
onwards through antique markets. These ancient objects were mostly found in the central
Zagros plains in western Iran. These objects were found in the areas in central Zagros and
western Iran. Based on comparative methods and morphology, most archaeologists have dated
this collection to the end of the second millennium to the beginning of the first millennium
BC. Some of these "Luristan™ bronzes include horse bridles, idols, figurines, pins, quivers,
and pendants or jingles on which various motifs have been executed. Due to the combinations
of special motifs and interesting and unique illustrations, they were placed in the showcases of
many prestigious European museums. One of the attractive motifs of these objects is the motif
of the "horned pseudo-human”, which has been widely studied by researchers since the
beginning of the recognition of the concept of this motif. Some identified this character as
belonging to the "God of Sorush™ and others as "Gilgamesh" and the other group believes that
this motif is a representation of a creature with the nature of a "Master of animals”. In terms
of methodology, the differences in researchers' views are due to the focus and study of each
group on individual objects and not paying attention to a comprehensive study method on all
samples. There is no generalization about all the bronzes on which these motifs are depicted,
and on the other hand, taking into account that most of the bronzes of Luristan lack
archaeological contexts and written sources related to these artifacts, so that by relying on
them, an accurate interpretation of these artifacts can be made. Gave a hand all these reasons
have led to the fact that no comprehensive scientific activity has been carried out about these
artifacts for about a century.

Methodology

One of the useful methods to achieve the interpretation of this character is to use the
structuralist method. From the point of view of structuralism, an objective understanding of
the components of existence is not possible in a single way, so every observation is limited to
creating perceptions of what it observes, and what is observed is the facts themselves or the
pure truth. So it can be said that the true nature of the phenomena is not in them but in the
relationships that the researcher makes between them and then understands and infers from
them (Hawkes,2003:6-7). In archaeology, structuralism is often used to argue that objects can be
studied within an organization of sign systems to have meaning.

Discussion

To study the motif of "horned pseudo-human" on Luristan bronzes, there are 21 bronze
objects, including pins, horse bridles, idols, quivers, figurines, and pendants, which are
currently in various museums in the world, including "Louvre", "Los Angeles",
"Metropolitan™ and "British Museum" are kept. (figs 1-21) They have been selectively chosen
in such a way that by describing and mentioning the visible features, they lead to a
"definition" of the horned pseudo-human, then we can explain this character from a scientific
observation. On the other hand, the placement process of these objects with the motif of the
"horned pseudo-human” is defined in the collection, and their descriptive process is a chain in
which to achieve a comprehensive and accurate definition of this creature, the motif features
in the objects are completed by the next object. which led to the identification of a
supernatural character with an unknown gender. To find out the nature of this motif, we have
provided evidence by using a structural look at the situation and the combination of this motif
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with surrounding motifs and using the analysis of this combination in a certain group of pins
using Saussure's structuralism method, and this result was obtained that on pins in Luristan,
there are three characters: female, male and God of the Underworld or God of the Dead
(horned pseudo-humans) have been performed. Each of these gods has specific groups of
signs and animals in their dominion. In the group of male-god, the most important signs
included: snake, goat, fish, and the chain of cones. Also, in the group of female deities, rosette
flowers in different types, pomegranate fruit, wheat spike, female lion, and bird are among the
most important signs. The god of the underworld or "horned pseudo-human™ also has signs
and animals such as antelopes, monstrous vultures, or combined lions with bird claws and the
spiral symbol in their group. In addition to these signs, this god also has the two signs of the
male and female gods, which are the goat and the female lion, respectively, in different states.

Conclusion

According to the descriptions of the "horned pseudo-human™ on the pins and other bronzes of
Luristan and the fact that the motifs applied on all the bronzes represent the same creature,
then the results obtained on the pins can be generalized to other bronzes as well. We
concluded that the motif of the horned pseudo-human figure represented the god of the
underworld or the god of the dead, who takes a goat (male sign) and takes a female lion
(female sign) to conquer and possess these two groups of people in the underworld. Also, the
lack of a specific gender of the horned pseudo-human and the lack of fertility and pregnancy
of this god indicate that this god cannot give birth and create another being. On the other
hand, it can be concluded from the placement of these objects inside the graves that these
objects and of course the motifs depicted on them must be related to a ritual that is related to
the god of the underworld or the dead and are signs of possession It had the capture of the
souls of humans - of both male and female genders - after death by the god of the underworld
or the god of the dead.
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