@@ Journal of Iranian Studies q o ‘)
N

Shahid Bahonar Journal of Iranian Studies

ISSN: 1735 - 0700

University of Kerman

Investigating the Activities of the American Mission in Hamadan during the
Qajar Period; Emphasizing the Construction of the Evangelical Church

Reza Karami 2@ | Khosro Mohammadi (Corresponding Authour) 3= @|

1. PhD student of Iranian Islamic history, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran. Email: r.karami6969@gmail.com

2. Research Expert of Hamadan Province Health Historical Cultural Collection, Hamadan
University of Medical Sciences, Hamadan, Iran.
Email: r.karami6969@gmail.com

3. Graduated with a master's degree in archaeology, head of the Endowments Museum,
General Department of Endowments and Charitable Affairs, Hamadan Province, Iran
Email: xosro_eran@yahoo.com

Article Info ABSTRACT

Avrticle type: Purpose: Hamadan has been one of the centers of Christians since the

Research Article first century AD. The presence of Christ's followers in this city
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

American missionaries traveled to different parts of the world to spread the Christian religion
and took various measures to evangelize their religion. In Hamadan, thanks to their efforts,
the first modern school was established. They were also able to build a modern hospital and in
its courtyard they built a church called Memorial Chapel. Our study gives a brief overview of
the history of the American mission in Iran and in Hamadan and tries to answer the following
questions:

1- In what period was the Hamadan American Memorial Chapel built?

2- Who was the builder of the prayer hall?

3- What is the architectural style of the prayer hall?

Methodology

This research paper is purpose-driven, as it aims to provide the reader with new information
about the topic of the study. The research approach in this paper is descriptive and analytical,
that is, it tries to describe and explain the subject first based on the collected data and
evidence, and then refer to archives and various sources to analyze the subject. In this regard,
three methods were used in this research: Documentation, Library and Field Research.
Discussion

In the early 19th century, American churches sought to send missionaries to other countries
around the world. As in many other parts of the world, a number of Christian missionaries
came to Iran with the aim of establishing missionary offices. In Hamadan, Reverend James
W. Hawkes and his wife Bel Hawkes advocated Christianity in various areas. These
missionaries took action in Hamadan, notable among which was the founding of a school in
1883 and the establishment of a hospital in 1890. Among the other works they left in
Hamadan is a small prayer hall built in the courtyard of the American hospital. This prayer
house, known among Hamadan residents as the Evangelical Church. The current residents of
the city believe in error that a notable Armenian citizen called Rabbi Ishag Orshan built the
chapel. However, our research of documents proves that the chapel was founded by the
American missionary Reverend James Hawkes. He built this small chapel after the death of
his wife Bell Hawkes, who died of typhoid fever, next to his burial place, and named it Bell
Hawkes Memorial Chapel. After his death in 1932, Rev. Hawkes was buried next to his wife
in front of the church that he built. The construction date of this church can be placed at the
end of the Qajar era at 1919, shortly after Mrs. Hawkes' death. The report of the Cultural
Heritage Organization in Hamadan also confirms our claim. The American Memorial Church
of Hamadan is a structure based on the style of cruciform basilica churches. The main part of
the prayer hall is made of black carcass stones and is built in Chinese drywall style.
Conclusion

James. W. Hawkes and Bell Hawkes were clear examples of the pioneers of the global
missionary movement, who were sincere in the realization of their global ideal until the last
moment of their lives and until their death in Hamadan away from their homeland. The
findings indicate that the memorial chapel in Hamadan was built by James Hawkes, an
American priest, at the end of the Qajar period. Hawkes built this chapel next to his wife Belle
Hawkes' grave after her death. Mrs. Hawkes dedicated her life to missionary work for many
years and also cared deeply about the welfare of the women and children in Hamadan. For
this reason, and as the name of this house of prayer indicates, this building was erected in
gratitude for her work. The ground plan of this building also corresponds to the type of long
churches or basilicas with a cruciform ground plan that emerged in Europe and later in
America and gradually became popular in many parts of the world, including Hamadan, in the
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years 1919-1927, and were also influenced by the native and local architecture of Hamadan.
The purpose of the construction of the church was to build a prayer hall in the center of the
cemetery, in addition to a memorial for Bell Hawkes, so that religious acts could be
performed during the burial of the dead in the surrounding cemetery. This fact is deduced
based on the use of a similar prayer hall in an Armenian cemetery on the Hamadan-Arak road.
The memorial chapel in Hamadan may be viewed as a building that defines the modern urban
and social development of the city.
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