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Article type: Purpose:Language typology is concerned with the similarities
Research Article among the languages and presupposes general principles for all
Article history: languages of the world. Diachronic Constituent Order received
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Many topologists claimed there are a correlation between

constituent order of sentence and other phrases in every language,

though some languages ignore this correlation and determining

Keywords: them for a specific type is impossible. In this case, Persian is such a
language.

Method and Research: This research tries to compare the verb-

object order of a Middle Persian text and a Modern Persian text

based on Dryer’s Branching Direction Theory (1992). Dryer’s
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Typology
Verb-Object Order

Dryer theory is based on correlation of 23 pairs of parameters and the
Karnamag T Ardaxsir T order of verb and object for a sample of 625 languages. All the
Pabagan parameters of this theory consist of two orders that based on

dominant tendency to OV or VO type, the languages of the world
use one of these orders. The current research attempts to conduct a
statistical analysis on the frequency of verb-object order in two texts
from Middle Persian (Karnamag 1 Ardaxsir T Pabagan) and Modern
Persian (The last journey of Zarathustra (. Also, it presents evidence
for Dabirmoghaddam (1392) and other works who have claimed
that Persian type is changing. The results of this research indicate
that both texts tend to use OV more than VO. Therefore, it’s clear
that Persian is not a head-initial or head-final language consistently
in each period and it’s a language with intermediate linguistic
properties.

Findings and Conclusions: The findings confirm the result of
Dabirmoghaddam 34 theory (1392) that claims Modern Persian and
Middle Persian have an intermediate status of verb-medial and verb-
final language

Middle Persian

New Persian
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Typology deals with the systematic study of the diversity among languages and has the premise that
general principles govern the diversity among languages. The typology of word order from the
diachronic aspect has recently attracted the attention of many linguists and a sub-field called historical
typology has been created. In other word, in historical typology, the linguistic type of each language is
examined in the course of historical periods. Many typologists in this field believe that there is a kind
of correlation and uniformity between the order of a sentence and the internal order of other phrases in
languages, namely called head-initial or head-final.

However, some languages disturbe this uniformity and do not fit easily into a language type. Persian
is one of these languages, since has both headinitial and head-final phrases. While persian is
categorized as a OV language, there are some evidences of VO order in its sentences. In this case,
some linguists claimed that persian is in transforming era from an OV language to a VO one.this
means that Persian are changing from middle to new period in the course of V and O order.

In the current research, considering Dreyer's branching direction theory (1992), the order of object
and verb in the two texts of Karnamag © Ardaxsir T Pabagan from Middle Persian and The last journey
of Zoroaster from New Persian has been compared in a manner of diachronic for the sake of
answering to this question that whether written corpus of middle and new Persian can prove the claim
of persian transforming word order or not. Dryer’s theory is based on correlation of 23 pairs of
parameters and the order of verb and object for a sample of 625 languages. All the parameters of this
theory consist of a binary option that based on dominant tendency to OV or VO type, the languages of
the world use one of these orders.

In this research, based on the frequency of each of the two orders of the 23rd component (verb and
object order), it is given a statistical analysis of the use of these components, and evidence is provided
for further investigation of the 34th hypothesis of Dabir Moghaddam (1392).

Methodology

The present study has a descriptive-analytical approach. The corpus consists of two narrative novels
including ‘Karnamag t Ardaxsir © Pabagan’ as the source of middle Persian data and ‘The last journey
of Zoroaster’ as the new Persian data.

In the first step, all verb phrases of the middle Persian novel’s clauses was extracted. It is worthwhile
to mention that verb phrase, here, refers to the second part of the first division of every clause. Based
on the general rule of drawing tree diagram for sentences, verb phrase includes the main verb of the
sentence, its object(s) and also all adverbial constituents. Then, the type of verb phrase, based on three
parameters including transitive, intransitive and diatransitive, is determined. By ignoring intransitive
verb phrases, the order of verb and object is considered in remaining verb phrases. At last, the number
of VO and OV order in verb phrases is obtained by calculating their distribution in the whole text.

In the second step, the same procedure is done for the new Persian novel’s verb phrases and the
general number of VO and OV order in verb phrases is obtained by calculating their distribution in the
whole text.

In the third step, the number of OV and VO order of verb phrases in two novels is compared and their
similarities and differences presented and discussed.
Discussion
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Two parameters are considered for identifying VO or OV orders. The first one is the length of the verb
phrase constituent. This means that simply how many words are there in the structure of verb phrase?
As it was mentioned, the only type of verb phrase in this study is transitive one. In this case, it would
be natural that only one argument can be found in this kind of verb phrase. So, what would be the
meaning of the length of constituent? Here, the length of constituent refers to the structure of
argument; it could be a single word, | mean a noun, a noun phrase and even a nominal clause. So, it is
natural that whenever the object of a transitive verb is a nominal clause, it has a predicate or may have
one or more argument or adjunct for itself. Therefore, our hypothesis claims that in longer object
constituent, the verb prefers to precedes the object in Persian while in shorter object constituent, the
verb mostly follows its argument.

The results of this parameter for the first novel shows that in longer constituents, 89% of verb phrase
has VO order and only in 11%, OV is dominant. As the following diagram shows, in simple verb
phrases OV order is dominant completely.
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The results of the first parameter for the second novel is interesting. While for longer constituents,
96% of verb phrase has VO order and 4% has OV order, the distribution is completely vice versa for
simple verb phrases.
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The second parameter for analyzing the distribution of OV and VO order is about the verb type, based
on the action and non-action dichotomy. Our hypothesis here is related to this proposition that action
verbs prefer to follow object while non-action verbs mostly precede object in Persian.

The results of this parameter for the first novel shows that 70% of action verb phrases has VO order
and 30% has VO order. In the second novel, 77% of action and 65% of non-action verbs have VO
order.

Conclusion

The results show that both examined texts have preserved the order of object-verb and verb-object in a
nearly manner. In this case, one can conclude that persian in middle and new periods have a position
between head-initial and head-final in the course of verb phrase. .
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