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Purpose: Similar to global literary traditions, Persian literature
frequently features animals as symbolic devices used by poets and
writers to articulate their messages. This technique enhances the
appeal of the text and facilitates easier comprehension of its themes.
Adib al-Mamalek Farahani is notable among poets for his use of
animal symbolism to express socio-political ideas. Living during the
era of the Constitutional Revolution and Neo-classical Persian
literature (Bazgasht-e adabi), he employed these symbols within his
works to express societal and political aims. Existing studies on
Farahani have predominantly analyzed his critical, humorous,
nationalistic, and religious poetry, with a lack of independent
studies examining the use of animal symbolism in his socio-political
works.

Method and Research: This research is descriptive-analytical,
theoretical, and library-based, compiling data from Adib al-
Mamalek Farahani's poetry collections and other pertinent
resources.

Findings and Conclusions: Adib al-Mamalek Farahani creatively
used symbolic animal imagery in his poetry, reflecting on the social
and political upheavals of his era. He incorporated contemporary
ideas such as unity, lack of meritocracy, nationalism, liberty,
activism, opposition to foreign domination, and anti-colonial
sentiment, thereby innovating within the realm of symbolic
expression.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In Persian literature, like other languages, poets and authors, for many reasons, have used
animals as symbols to express their objectives. In addition to making the readers more
interested, it has made the perception of the themes easier. One of the poets who have used
animals as symbols to express his political, social, and national themes is Adib-al-Mamalik
Farahani, a poet from the ‘Return Period’ and constitutional age. The present study aims to
demonstrate the way the animal symbols work as a stylistic feature in the political-social
poems of Adib-al-Mamalik Farahani.

In this research, an attempt has been made to analyze how the use of zoological symbols in
the social-political poems of Adib al-Mamalek Farahani has been; and this research seeks to
answer the question of how these symbols have been used in the poems of Adib al-Mamalek
Farahani with the mentioned themes? Hoping that the discussions raised in these analyses can
open up a little space for itself among other researches that have been done or will be done in
the representation of the literary role of zoological symbols in literary works.

Methodology

This research is theoretical in nature and is a library-based topic. The information has been
gathered by referring to the Divan of Adib al-Mamalek Farahani and other related sources.
The research method is descriptive-analytical. After collecting and categorizing the names
and descriptions of animals, a brief description of each is provided, and their use as symbols
in the social-political poems of Adib al-Mamalek Farahani is examined.

Discussion

Given that animals have the most cultural symbolism, poets show their attitude, which arises
from the society's general agreement on that animal; the symbols used in the Divan of Adib
al-Mamalek are used both in positive meanings and values, as well as carrying negative
meanings and anti-values. Therefore, Adib al-Mamalek in his poems has used those animal
characteristics that have a negative symbolic burden and the highest degree of insult and
humiliation to refer to the power of enemies, aliens, colonizers, oppressive rulers, corrupt and
incompetent officials. In contrast, he has used desirable characteristics that have a positive
symbolic meaning such as power, courage, intelligence, wisdom, freedom, foresight,
detachment from the world, etc., to refer to the great, intellectuals, warriors, fighters,
oppressed, etc. In other words, with the help of these symbols, he has depicted the unstable
situation of his contemporary society when speaking of the leaders and rulers of the country,
ministers, judicial authorities, political figures, enemies, traitors, and flatterers, he has used
negative symbols such as wolf, owl, crow, vulture, pig, dog, fox, jackal, leopard, etc. It seems
that Adib al-Mamalek'’s goal in using the names and attributes of animals in his poems is to
address political and social issues such as oppression, destruction, prosperity, political
leaders, etc., and highlight his own desired topics for the audience.

Conclusion

The use of animals in the poems of thepoet often had a symbolic aspect and rarely did the
animal itself be used in its scientific meaning and concept. New thoughts and ideologies have
led poets to dress various animals in new attire. Adib al-Mamalek, considering the social and
political events and developments of his time and taking into account new concepts such as
unity, injustice, patriotism, freedom, activism, anti-colonialism, etc., has created this
innovation in the symbolic images related to animals. Given that animals have the most
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agreement on that animal; the symbols used in the Divan of Adib al-Mamalek are used both in
positive meanings and values, as well as carrying negative meanings and anti-values.
Therefore, Adib al-Mamalek in his poems has used those animal characteristics that have a
negative symbolic burden and the highest degree of insult and humiliation to refer to the
power of enemies, aliens, colonizers, oppressive rulers, corrupt and incompetent officials. In
contrast, he has used desirable characteristics that have a positive symbolic meaning such as
power, courage, intelligence, wisdom, freedom, foresight, detachment from the world, etc., to
refer to the great, intellectuals, warriors, fighters, oppressed, etc. In other words, with the help
of these symbols, he has depicted the unstable situation of his contemporary society when
speaking of the leaders and rulers of the country, ministers, judicial authorities, political
figures, enemies, traitors, and flatterers, he has used negative symbols such as wolf, owl,
crow, vulture, pig, dog, fox, jackal, leopard, etc. It seems that Adib al-Mamalek's goal in
using the names and attributes of animals in his poems is to address political and social issues
such as oppression, destruction, prosperity, political leaders, etc., and highlight his own
desired topics for the audience. In the Divan of Adib al-Mamalek, the most frequent animal
symbols are related to the lion, wolf, owl, crow, nightingale, and dog.
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