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caused significant changes in fields of culture and art. One of
influential Qajar painting and tile manifestations is scene of Shirin
bathe who has been as a symbol of Persian woman but concept of
“other”. Qajar image tiles of the scene have been distinguished from
images of pre-Qajar artistic schools with the appearance of
“covering crone” between king Khosrow and queen Shirin.
Therefore the research answers what is the function and cause of the
emergence of "curtain and old woman" as covering crone in tiles of
Qajar era in the context of a society in transition from traditional
culture to modernity and what is the textual myth? Has it been
formed? This research aimed to identify the cultural and social
factors affecting the visual expression of "covering crone™ that has
produced specific cultural concepts of Qajar culture and aesthetics.
Method and Research: This research employed descriptive-
analytical method using analytical method of Gilbert Doran’s myth
analysis.

Finding and Conclusion: The manifestations of the old woman and
the curtain show the traditional and Islamic culture, mediation
between the lover and the beloved, hiding the beloved, legitimizing
the religious-Islamic meeting of the lover and the beloved,
emphasizing non-sanctity, expressing the transition from tradition to
modernity. The duality of traditional and Western culture (self and
other) dominates Qajar period. And from an aesthetic point of view,
the duality of beauty-ugliness, old-youth, and fertility-sterility is
manifested in the old woman highlights the two mythical characters
of Khosrow and Shirin.
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Introduction

The scene of Shirin bathe and Khosrow's Gaze is one of the most obvious myth-text that have
gone beyond their symbolic boundaries and multiplied throughout the history of Iranian art
through transformations and it expresses the historical and cultural authenticity of each period
embodied in the paintings. This mythical moment can find transformative symbolic
developments in the paintings of this scene, which follow implicit connotations and cultural
and aesthetic manifestations in Qajar era. The added old woman and curtain which is
definitely cultural attitudes of the era because Qajar is a period of transition from traditional
society to modernity that influences political, social, cultural and economic fields. The people
were strictly adhering to customs, national traditions and religious rituals but facing the world
of western had a significant impact on the intellectual and cultural developments of Iranian
Qajar society. It seems some cultural and aesthetic concepts are expressed and the myth of
Shirin bathe scene is transformed. The purpose of this research is to identify the discourse by
using mythology method that caused the manifestation of old woman and curtain especially in
Qjar’s tile paintings.

Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytical and the approach is Gilbert Duran’s theory of
myth analysis. In myth analysis, much attention was paid to the relationship between myth
and the context of the myth, and the studies related to the myth went beyond the limits of the
texts. Therefore, the study of social myths and their social function became very important.
Mythology studies the myth in its social context and the paradigm of the era and a myth is
never presented alone and completely independently, but it is always a set of myths that are
connected interactively. Myths study in literature and art according to their social context too.
So the main goal of myth researcher will still be literature and art, but the social element also
plays an important role in this study. Based on this view, a literary or artistic myth is
examined and studied in connection with the social space and its metatextual context. In other
words, myths have a deep connection with each other and society.

Discussion

Visual signs of Khosrow and Shirin's myth-text in Qajar period have broken boundaries of
Iranian painting rules related to architecture, such as head tiling at entrance of buildings. The
multiplicity and variety of visual signs along with distortion, reduction or increase of main
words of the myth-text can be reflected in its visual manifestation. The roots of this
transformation should be found in Iranian art’s identity, culture and intellectual foundations
governing Qajar. In tiles, two elements have been added between Khosrow and Shirin: old
woman and curtain while there is no mention of veil and old woman in verbal text. On one
hand, this unveiling hides Shirin from Khosrow's view, and on the other hand, it shows
Shirin's nakedness to viewers in extra textually! To understand this visual evolution and
paradoxical elements myth analysis makes possible to find reason by studying social and
cultural conditions of this historical period.

Looking at modern Iran, four cultural currents have influenced and spread generally:
Traditional, Islamic, and imported and court culture. This cultural fusion followed rules and
regulations, knowing how to combine customs, cultural elements, possibility’s mixing
customs, traditions of these two cultures with each other and anomalies created by correct
way’s obtaining or absorbing. These behavioral patterns and standards absolutely require a
strong theory to explain course of a culture and reason for differentiating cultures and
predictable or unpredictable consequences’ encounters and encounters. However, if the
courtiers have necessary standards to be exemplary and leading, at first they would have taken
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cultural elements of countries such as England and France, and the degree of Iranianization
and ability They estimated its link with Iranian cultural elements and tested and accepted
Western customs in court and subculture of those around the king, and implemented process
of internalizing customs’ alien society in personality and the community that depended on
them. It would be better to understand the benefits and harms of this mechanism of cultural
transfer to avoid damages and inconsistencies caused by the conflict of guest culture and
elements of the host culture. Mythological elements of the old woman and the curtain in scene
of Shirin bathing and Khosrow's gaze are examples of such developments. So old woman can
be investigated from two aspects: 1- cultural structure and function, 3- in terms of aesthetics
(aesthetics).

Cultural structure and function: representative of traditional and Islamic culture, Mediator
between lover and beloved, Hiding the lover, Religious-Islamic legitimization, Emphasizing
the privacy of the lover and the beloved despite the position of the lover and the beloved,
Emphasis on sweet virginity, Maintain sweet decency, Expressing the period of transition
from tradition to modernity, Creating a paradox of discovery and sweet concealment, Creating
a paradox between Shirin's nakedness and covering her nakedness from Khosrow, Creating a
paradox between traditional culture and foreign culture (self and other), Expressing the wishes
of the king to live like a foreigner and at the same time bound to the traditional culture,
Expressing the wishes of the king, the Qajar painter to his lover and wife. Aesthetically:
Antithesis between ugliness and beauty, youth - old age, fertility-sterility.

Conclusion

If myths are considered to be legends that have elements of reality and inspiration inside
them, definitely by exploring the way of narrating and reading, meaning can be continuously
discovered and extracted in oral, written and visual narratives. Emergence of a common and
repeated element in people’s common speech, writings and poems of elites, especially in
paintings has causes reasons that by thinking and focusing on these commonalities, it is
possible to understand mythological content and why they became mythic. Poets and painters
attempted to find out verbal and visual elements’ producers and consumers of myth’s "Khosro
and Shirin" and why and how this myth developed in the relationship between two heroes,
especially characteristics of "meeting" and their appearance in each other's eyes is the subject
of this research.

Veiling is an expression of Islamic culture that emphasizes privacy of the lover and the
beloved, self and the other. In the aesthetic point of view, old woman has an anti-state. His
presence near young girls - as luck would have it - when he meets his lover, is to intensify and
bring out his beauty, and it makes a contrast between beauty/ugliness, youth/old age, and
fertility/sterility.

It is a really paradoxical and contradictory situation which requires court to have religious

legitimacy’s image in order to pass from tradition to modernity, it must pass through some
cultural signs and symbols based on Shari‘a rulings to become a modern society.
Therefore, it can be assumed that the curtain in this tile painting really represents the
boundary between foreign culture and national culture in Qajar era. On one hand, the courtiers
order such a tile painting from artist to shout out female nudity as an accepted norm and a
cultural value, and on the other hand, they give a curtain in the hand of an old woman who
symbolizes Shirin. Fascinating culture and sensuality is the center of Farang, cover it up, hide
and make it among veiled.
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