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Introduction

One of the basic concepts in history and sociology is the term culture. Culture can be defined
as a collection of acquired behaviors and belief characteristics of members of a certain society
(Koen, 1369: 89). Culture has a history, and deep understanding and solving cultural issues
requires adopting an approach that can take into account the history of culture. Generally,
people think that culture is a natural and certain category that has always been and is the
same, while culture is diverse, fluid and historical (Kechoyan and Zaeri, 2008: 7). According
to French philosopher and historian Michel Foucault, our views on social coordinates (such as
madness, gender, etc.) are not the only acceptable views. From his point of view, such
coordinates are cultural structures that change throughout time and space (Hughes, 1386:
154). The Achaemenid dynasty was founded by Cyrus Il in 559 BC (Golshani Rad 1400:314).
The empire created by Cyrus the Great and restored by Darius finally became weak and
degraded at the end of the dynasty and faced the attack of Macedonians and Greeks
(Khodadadian, 1383: 731), which resulted in the death of Darius I11, the last Achaemenid king
and the fall of this dynasty. Many writers consider Bessus and his allies who killed Darius as
traitors, that they betrayed the king and their patron saint. In the present study, using the
theory of Michel Foucault, it is shown that Bessus and his allies were forced to kill for some
reasons. Dariush are third.

Method

The research method is descriptive, analytical and using reliable sources and sources. First,
the sources and sources are collected, then the reason for killing Darius 1l is evaluated by
analyzing the documents.

Discussion

Darius 111 (336-330 BC) is the last Achaemenid king whose reign coincided with the invasion
of Alexander the Great. Darius could not stop the Macedonian-Greek army, and finally the
Achaemenid dynasty became extinct during this reign. Darius himself, after repeated escapes
from Alexander's army, was finally killed by Bessus Satrap Bactria (Balkh) and his Persian
supporters. The research method in this research is descriptive, analytical and the use of valid
historical sources and references. In this study, it is assumed that Darius made numerous
political and military mistakes in confronting Alexander and his army, and instead of resisting
to increase the morale of his army, he fled. So it lost its legitimacy among many Persians and
they were thinking of a solution. Finally, in order to save the Achaemenid dynasty, Bessus
and his allies first dethroned and arrested Darius, and when Darius tried to surrender to
Alexander, he was forced to kill him in order to prevent Darius's captivity and the loss of the
Achaemenid dynasty. Thus, according to Michel Foucault's cultural theory, Darius, who was
initially elected to the kingdom because of his courage and merit, loses his legitimacy with his
allies and is killed after numerous escapes in battle.

Conclusion

Various opinions have been presented about the reason why Dariush was killed by Besous
and his accomplices, and many researchers consider Dariush a victim of the conspiracy and
betrayal of his friends. Michel Foucault believes that culture is not a fixed issue but may
change in different periods, for this reason, in order to examine a historical event, we must
first examine the culture of that period. By examining the culture of the Achaemenid period
and the whole period of ancient Iran, we realize that bravery and bravery in war were the
greatest signs of masculinity and Iranians always chose the bravest people to be kings. The
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kings of the Achaemenid era and after that introduced themselves as brave, warriors and
warriors in the inscriptions in order to gain legitimacy among their subjects. Historians of the
ancient era tell us that the main reason why Darius I1l came to the throne was that he showed
courage and bravery in the wars of Ardashir 11l and received the badge of bravery from the
king and the Persians, which is the main factor in gaining legitimacy. By studying the history
of the battles fought between Darius and Alexander, we realize that in all these battles he
made political and military mistakes and always ran away in the middle of the war. Therefore,
Dariush's escape from the battles, which weakened the morale of the Achaemenid forces,
caused him to lose his legitimacy among many Persians. For this reason, Bessus and those
around him decided to depose Darius from the throne in order to save the Achaemenid
dynasty, and when they realized that Darius had decided to hand himself over to Alexander,
they killed Darius to prevent the loss of the prestige of the Achaemenid government. All
ancient sources (written by Greeks and Romans) identify Bessus and his associates as traitors.
It seems that when Alexander sees that Besous and his allies have raised a rebellion against
him and have a lot of power and war, he spreads this idea so that those around Besous become
discouraged and leave him. In the end, this plan was successful and Bessus was captured by
those around him and given to Alexander, and in this way, Alexander's imagination in the
field of the final conquest of the Achaemenid Empire was relieved.
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