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Power Structure and Resistance in Simin Daneshvar’s Savushun
Based on Alan Sinfield’s Theory of Storytelling, Plausibility, and
Faultlines*

Tohid Teymouri '™
Abstract
V. Introduction

Simin Daneshvar is one of the contemporary Persian writers whose
influence on fiction is undeniable. She has her particular voice and
narration, marked by outstanding knowledge of various fields
including literature, sociology, psychology, anthropology, and local
and national traditions that greatly contributed to the depth and
breadth of her narration. Daneshvar is one of the few non-biased
writers whose works are a mirror to society, representing almost most
of the political, social, and cultural discourses of the age. Her works
capture a critical moment in the history of Iran, criticizing the
distortions and prejudices among the people and the higher layers of
society. She believes in a kind of freedom that leads to emancipation
not only politically but also mentally and intellectually (Razaviyan,
Y\Y: 4¢; Rad et al., Y- )V: YY), A City Like Paradise (Y31)),
Savushun (Y 471%), To Whom Shall | Say Hello? (Y4A+), and Island of
Wandering (Y24Y), together with translations of Arms and the Man
(Y4¢13), The Scarlet Letter (Y32¢), The Human Comedy (Y32¢), Cry,
the Beloved Country (Y4VY), and The Cherry Orchard (Y::Y) are
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among her works. The present research studies Savushun, which takes
place in the feudal period in Shiraz, coinciding with the Second World
War, when Iran was occupied by the British and the Russians from the
south and the north, respectively, and the people suffered from hunger
and famine due to this occupation. The story centers on Zari, whose
husband, Yusuf, has a tragic death. Yusuf is a local ruler who resists
the extravagance of the British, who are preparing for their war, to sell
wheat to them. Unlike the other landowners who agreed to do this,
Yusuf cares about his people who are dying of famine and disease, so
in the end, he is killed by a conspiracy. The struggle for independence
can be seen as the main theme of Savushun. This struggle is not only
limited to men; although Zari seems passive at the beginning, she
joins her husband in fighting against foreigners. Fascism, feudalism
and peasant life, foreign occupation and colonialism, nationalism, the
fall of Reza Pahlavi, patriarchal society and the women's movement
and rise, cultural taboos, superstitions, religion, and popular culture
and folklore are some of the other topics raised in this novel. (Qobadi
and et al, YY4A: Yed-VVA: Kafi and Ameri, YY3¢: Yé-o; Payandeh,
VYAV YR-YA: Vatani and Salehi, YY44: YAY-YAY) and this volume of
references to culture and events of a period is rare among Persian
novels. Savushun is not just a novel about an idealistic man fighting
against Westernization and colonialism, but the reader witnesses the
emergence of an active woman who abandons passivity and rises to
struggle and resistance (Abazari and Behyan, YYAT: YY)V,
Payandeh points out that “If we want to examine Savushun from the
perspective of traditional historicism, then we have to say that
although this novel narrates a fictional story, it reflects history like a
transparent mirror” (YY4V: Y.). Allegory is one of the other
dimensions of this novel so that the reader can read this work in the
form of the story of Joseph prophet or the story of Siavash, that is,
both in a religious context and in a historical-literary context. This
type of narrative helps the reader to see the historical background of
the novel in the cultural past and the tradition and to examine time and
the work in the cultural and social context. Because of all the above,
Simin Daneshvar can be considered a nativist, because even in her
literary and written language she adheres to the culture and
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environment of Iran. Although the novel is a foreign genre, Daneshvar
has been able to localize it well and give her work an independent
color by referring to culture, myth, allegory, etc.

The point that makes this novel even more significant
concerning dissidence is Daneshvar’s dealing with the political details
of the power structure, which not only benefits from its power and
influence in the occupied country for its interests, but also takes
advantage of the cultural, literary, and artistic roots of that country as a
means to advance its goals and make the public consolidate with its
presence and occupation. The British occupied Iran for implausible
reasons, and if they could not justify their presence to the people of
their colony, they would not have achieved their goals, which were to
supply their soldiers with necessities in the war and confront the
influence of Nazism in Iran. This is why they justify their presence not
only by influencing education and using art but also by benefiting
from Iranian myths, especially the institutionalized cultural principle
among the people, which is the fight against oppressors. However,
Daneshvar shows well how lIranian people use the same myth for
dissidence and this is the weakness of the ideology of power and
colonialism. This article discusses power structure and dissidence in
the novel, whose theoretical roots can be seen in Alan Sinfield’s
theory of faultlines.

Y. Methodology

Alan Sinfield maintains that “all the characters in [Othello] are telling
stories, and to convince others” (Y1), for plausibility in storytelling in
society generates power, so that “the conditions of plausibility are
therefore crucial-they determine which stories will be believed”
(Y44Y, Y4-Y+), Just like characters in stories and human beings in
society, groups of society, to generate power and their plausibility, tell
stories as he points “the state is the most powerful scriptor; it is best
placed to enforce its story” (ibid, ¥). As stories are not perfect, the
plausibility of stories told by ideology, controlling society and power
structure, cannot be perfect as well so dissidence is possible. Sinfield
then believes dissidence is not initiated by individuals concerning
human principles but by disorder and gap embedded in the ideology’s
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storytelling. He calls this gap or lack faultlines, which is revealed in
the ideology’s attempt to keep its plausibility. In this context, Sinfield
introduces an interesting example from the play Othello. In the
structure and social order of Venice, blacks and women are considered
inferior to white men. Othello has been able to raise himself in the
social order by fighting and defending Venice against the Turks, but he
still feels the threat of inferiority. Women should also obey men first
and in the family the father and then the husband. When Desdemona
marries Othello, who is black, she initiates dissidence against the
male-dominated ideology and power structure. On the one hand, she
marries Othello against her father's wish, which is against the
patriarchal system of that society. On the other hand, Othello is black
but a man, and Othello can never feel superior to Desdemona who is
white. In fact, Desdemona questions and challenges the social order
that is based on race and gender with her choice to marry, which even
ideology itself cannot object. Therefore, the meaning of dissidence is
not to disturb the whole ideology, but to challenge it, which means
that from the order existing in its structure, one can reach the disorder,
which will challenge the entire ideology, calling into question its
wholeness.

Y. Discussion

The occupiers ought to introduce a plausible story for their presence
and occupation, a story that is close to common sense and believable
for the people of a country. The story of the occupiers in the novel can
be seen in the show organized by Captain Zinger. In the show, Hitler
can be seen in the shape and figure of a scarecrow with the head of a
snake. In the reading of the show as seen by Christians, Hitler is
actually the devil who must be avoided and defeated for salvation. The
reason for the presence of the Britians is to fight against a great evil,
but it is the people of Iran who must pay the price and die of famine
and hunger in order to meet the needs of the military in the war. There
are three main points about this part of the novel. One is that the main
reason and intention of occupying Iran is hidden under a layer of a
bigger and more ultimate goal. Second, in order to convince people,
an educational tool called show and film is applied. The third point is
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that the occupiers intend to Christianize the world war with this show
and present it in the form of the story of man and the devil. The story
of the cruel and evil ruler and the oppressed people who are under
pressure from this ruler is plausible for the people of Iran, and the
occupiers have chosen a suitable story for their purposes to convince
the people about their presence, because common sense, history,
culture and lIranian literature is tied to a similar story, and that is the
story of Zahhak the Snake Shoulder. In fact, since the people of Iran
have the story of Zahhak and the people's resistance and uprising by
Kaveh the Blacksmith and Fereydoun, they are more inclined to a
similar story, that is, Hitler who has the head of a snake and is cruel.
In this way, an Iranian cultural myth and story is used as a tool to
convince people about Iran's occupation.

In Persian mythology, Siavash can be mentioned as a holy
man. He is from the royal family and the son of Kay Kavus, who is
accused and intrigued by Sudabeh, Kay Kavus's wife, when Siavash
refuses Sudabeh's illegitimate request for intercourse due to chastity.
He comes out of the accusations when he passes through the fire
safely. Kay Kavus cannot blame Sudabeh as she is connected to his
ally from the west and he needs her to maintain the state. As a result,
Siavash is forced to voluntarily go to war with Afrasiab. He defeats
Afrasiab and the latter provides people as refugees to Siavash for the
peace agreement, who will never attack Iran. Kay Kavus, however,
orders Siavash to execute those refugees, yet Siavash refuses out of
humanitarianism. In fact, Kay Kavus knows that Siavash has such
pure intentions that he will not commit such a crime, and Kay Kavus
benefits from this action for his benefit: that is, he tries to eliminate
Siavash's threat to the throne. So, Siavash has betrayed his country
and nation. For this reason, Siavash's blood is shed in exile. But
Siavash's popularity among the people of Iran is so high that his death
becomes a ritual ceremony that people perform every year. The
mourning of Siavash or Siavashan can be considered as a ceremony in
which the whole structure of power and law is separated and the
hierarchies that exist in this structure are destroyed and open the way
to confront the power. Zari takes advantage of Siavash's mourning
ceremony and simulates it to the death and killing of Yusuf in the story
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putting the power structure at a weak point because this ceremony in
its essence disrupts the power structure. With the dreams that inform
about Yusuf's death, Zari prepares his mind for the connection of his
death with the Siavashan ceremony. In these dreams, Yusuf is fighting
with the British, and it can be seen that the devil in the story of the
British changes from Hitler to Sergeant Zinger and the ruler. The
occupiers’ story loses its plausibility since Zari’s story is more
plausible to the Iranian people than what they devised.

¢, Conclusion

Daneshvar represents how the power structure penetrates the social
and cultural tradition of a nation and seeks its benefit with
modifications. She reveals that colonialism does not openly penetrate
the culture of a country and attempts to secretly change everything for
its benefit by paying attention to local structures. For this reason,
studies on the influence of the power structure and investigating ways
of dissidence are among the main subjects of cultural materialism
studies. The occupiers must also prepare stories for the plunder of Iran
so as not to face the resistance of the people. The British are cleverly
trying to convince the people by using the tools of drama and film that
they are fighting against a satanic ruler and tyrant like Hitler, and this
fight is for the sake of all the people of the world. By using the myth
of Zahhak, they try to force their presence in a fight against the
oppressors. But Yusuf is aware of their main intention and knows that
this occupation is only for their interests and the people of Iran should
not retaliate for a war in which they had no intervention. Therefore, he
refused to give his wheat to the British, and this caused him to be
killed by them. However, Zari, who has now become an active woman
and wants to continue her husband's struggle, applies the same gap in
the power structure and narrates a stronger story than the story of the
British, in which all the people are rebelling against the occupiers. He
also borrows from the myth and compares the story of Yusuf's death
with the story of Siavash who was innocently killed. Therefore, the
plan of the occupiers to use their own myths and the natives of Iran
with a richer use of myth fails.
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