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Abstract
\. Introduction

One of the most important concepts of comparative criticism is the
theory of influence. This theory can be the first bridge between
comparative criticism and reception theory; this means that every
literary text must first be received so that it can leave its impact and
then provoke the reader's reaction. The theory of perception, which
was first developed in the works and opinions of Wolfgang lIser, soon
gained the attention of critics and experts in various fields of reader-
oriented criticism, including adaptive criticism. In this study, based on
the aesthetic theory of reception by Wolfgang Iser, seven articles
published in peer-reviewed publications, and dealing with the
comparative analysis of poems from resistance literature, are
examined and analyzed as seven critical readings. The basis for the
selection of articles is to pay attention to the difference and diversity
of writing style in Persian-speaking poets - despite the unity in the
field of themes - on the one hand, and the generational adaptation of
the poets on both sides of the adaptation, on the other hand; besides,
the selected researches should also have the potential of being read
according to Iser’s theory. The necessary information for measuring
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the samples has been obtained through library method and direct
review of the texts.
Y. Methodology

The acceptance of comparative studies by resistance literature
researchers led to the opening of new horizons for literary criticism in
Iran. It is from the perspective of these horizons that one may discover
the common symbolic and thematic fields of resistance literature in
different nations, and understand the truth of existence and what
resistance literature is. The texts studied and cited in this article are the
researches published in Persian (Iranian) publications. Since one of
the scientific criteria for the evaluation by international systems is the
number of articles produced in a country and their publication in
international peer-reviewed publications, and also paying attention to
the quantity of publications indexed in international databases, the
analysis of articles on written a specific topic can be considered as a
criticism of the entire data, information, and findings presented in
books and academic publications. Based on the methodical
propositions of the theory of aesthetics and Wolfgang Iser's point of
view, this study aims to analyze the comparative readings done in the
field of resistance poetry through the statistical collection of scientific
research articles published in Iranian publications, and through
examining the reading characteristics of these researches with the
approach of interpretive analysis. The basis for the selection of articles
is the difference and diversity of style in Persian-speaking poets -
despite the similarity in themes - on the one hand, and the comparison
of the generations of poets of both sides of the readings, on the other
hand.
¥. Discussion

The aesthetics of reception, from Iser's point of view, is the effect
of the text on the reader, and not the other way around. According to
him, "the text raises certain expectations in us, and we, in turn, reflect
them on the text in such a way that we reduce the possibilities of
multiple meanings to a single interpretation that is legible with our
expectations, and thus we create a unique and formal meaning™ (Iser
and Safarian, YYVY: Y1),

Iser says: "The importance of the work does not lie in the meaning
that is locked inside the text; Rather, it is in the fact that the meaning
brings out something that is hidden inside us" (Harland, Y+« V: YA®);
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But the important thing is that Iser does not allow his hidden reader to
go to the text with conventional assumptions or individual behaviors
and create new meanings; rather, the reader suggested by him should
leave these assumptions and preconceptions out of the text before
starting the reading process so that he can enter the text with a new
mindset.

Iser, who looks at the text from a phenomenological point of view,
emphasizes variables such as gestalt, prediction, uncertainty and gaps
in the text.

In this study, based on these components, we will analyze the
comparative readings of the poetry of resistance; before the analysis,
however, the components will be explained:

Y-\, Gestalt

Gestalt includes the meaning that "a whole is something more or
different than the sum of its parts, and the organization of the parts
creates a structure that has its own characteristics™ (Schilling, Y¥%):
Yo ~).

From the point of view of Gestaltists, "perception is not a
disorganized combination of elements that are successively connected
in the mind as meaningful concepts; rather, [they] considered
perception as a coherent whole consisting of a board or a gestalt”
(Mizbak and Sexton, YYV1: eYd-o¥.) Gestalt is a holistic theory that
emphasizes that in every phenomenon "general elements prevail over
their constituent elements and have properties that are not inherent in
those elements themselves [...] This point is summed up in the
following phrase: the whole Something is more than the sum of its
parts" (Rezazadeh, YYAY: YY). From this point of view, the micro
components of the phenomena lose their importance in order to
represent the validity of the whole subject. "Gestalt psychology,
relying on the whole, tries to return to simple perception and direct
experience, and does not insist on understanding the totality of
elements, but wants to achieve homogenous wholes and not a set of
feelings" (Shakreshkan et al., YYAY: Y31-Y4Y),

¥-Y. Gap and Void

According to Iser, one of the components of hypothetical reading is
the presence of gaps and blank spaces in the text, which gives the
reader the opportunity to enter the text and interpret the text using the
white reading technique. In order to be able to enter the process of
white reading and fill the blank spaces and gaps in the text, the reader
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has to use the methods and techniques that he has already acquired
through reading skills and interpretation experience. Iser believes that
"the filling of empty spaces or gaps by the audience is done with the
strategy of reading, hypothesizing, omitting and highlighting” (Fatemi
and Musweiler, Y€+ +: YV). In this way, the relationship between the
text and the reader is formed based on the gaps in the text, and the
reader is forced to think about the text and fill the gaps with their
thoughts and experiences.
¥-¥. Prediction

Text as a cybernetic system in which textual components are
determined based on flow control over reading processes maintains its
resistance with the continuity of linguistic and semantic events; In
such a way that any kind of disturbance in the continuity of reading
can be solved by applying settings. These adjustment actions are
created by linking external reality and mental affairs. "External reality
always emerges through the conscious mind, and reading literature is
an interaction between the text and the conscious mind" (Green and
Labihan, YYAY: V7). In the process of reading, there is a network of
potential relationships that represent the perspectives of textual
connections that the reader has received from previous sections of the
text or anticipated for subsequent sections. Such a network provides a
basis for multiple reader choices, which, although not identical from
one reader to another, are necessary to realize the reading strategy in
the same network. It is in this network that "the reader rediscovers and
recreates himself in the context of what he has experienced" (Rostami,
YYA4: o), The reading strategy is the product of various experiences
of the reader during the historical life of different texts, which is
transmitted to the reader through the author and the text; Because
basically "the most important purpose of the author is to create an
attitude towards the experience in the eyes of the reader” (Iser, YYAe:
£A).
¥-¢, Indeterminacy

Uncertainty and skepticism in the text leads to multiple readings
and multiple meanings and prevents single and self-sufficient
interpretations. "The multiplicity of readings and the uncertainty of
the meaning formed by deconstructors caused the destruction of the
fixed center in the text; Therefore, there is no fixed point of reference
from which to start in order to provide a reliable interpretation or a
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reliable reading; On the contrary, what is the central point or essential
dimension in the text, goes to the sidelines in the readings and the
marginal issues become the central point” (Ashuri et al., quoted by
Abdulaziz Hamouda, Y¥4e: £0),

In reading literary works, uncertainty can occur in language syntax
(rhetorical continuity of sentences), linguistic structure, narrative,
ideology, conclusion (conclusion), etc. For example, "in the category
of language, the author deliberately creates interference in the aspects
of speech, using verbs indicating uncertainty, using doubtful
grammatical structures such as present and adverbial groups involving
doubt, conjunctions or, repeating interrogative sentences and negative
verbs, mixing in The editing and writing elements of the language and
the use of language games" (Shafinia et al., YY4V: Y+Y) represent
uncertainty.

¢, Conclusion

The findings of this research show that the components of the
aesthetic theory of reception according to Wolfgang Iser's point of
view have been used in different scales in the analyzes and
comparative studies made in the poetry of resistance. According to the
wholistic view of the readers, the function of gestaltism has been more
than the other three components (i.e. gaps, prediction and uncertainty).
The use of the prediction component has never led to a different
reading, and the uncertainty component, although it can contribute to
the plurality of meaning with relativistic reading, did not lead to this
result in these readings.

White reading and the use of blank spaces and gaps in the text to
create new meanings and positive interpretations have been welcomed
by researchers. These white readings have helped readers to enter the
text from the perspective of personal knowledge and pre-experienced
phenomena, and to organize their perceptions.

Keywords: Resistance Poetry, Aesthetics of Reception, Comparative
Criticism, Wolfgang Iser.
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