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With the migration of Muslims to the conquered lands, significant changes occurred
in the economic status of the Dhimmis. Considering the role of occupations in
economic growth and their impact on the lives of Iranians, especially the Dhimmis,
this research examines the economic roles and impacts of various occupations on the
lives of Dhimmis during the Abbasid era. Understanding the economic occupations
of Dhimmis during the Abbasid era reveals job opportunities in various economic
sectors such as agriculture, trade, medicine, writing, ministery and even in the fields
of science, industry, and art. The main question is:What impact did the economic
occupations of the Dhimmis during the Abbasid era have on the growth and
advancement of Islamic civilization during this period? This article tries to describe
the precious works and services of this minority in the transfer of science, art and
industry to Islamic civilization in the Abbasid era in addition to introducing the
people working in these jobs, first by using the descriptive method, relying on the
data of library sources and examining historical texts, then, analysing their role,
influence and position in the court of the Abbasid caliphs is presented. The findings
of this article indicate how necessary and decisive the role and efficiency of the
Dhimmis in the economic affairs of Iran in the Abbasid era was. It also shows how
the influence of Dhimmis in the court of the Abbasid caliphs had an impact on the
economy, culture and transfer of science, art and industry to Islamic civilization in
the Abbasid era.
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1. Introduction

During the Abbasid era, extensive changes occurred in the political, social, and economic structures
of the Islamic world. One significant aspect of these changes was the role and impact of dhimmis
on Islamic culture and civilization. Dhimmis, including Jews, Christians, Zoroastrians, and
Sabians, were religious minorities within the Islamic society who enjoyed special rights and
privileges. An essential question is: How did the economic roles of dhimmis influence the growth
and enhancement of Islamic civilization during the Abbasid era? These minorities actively
participated in various occupations and professions, significantly contributing to the development
and prosperity of Islamic civilization. Iranian dhimmis possessed multiple technical and scientific
skills that flourished during the Abbasid era. Their roles in various fields such as medicine,
pharmacy, translation, preservation of scientific texts, engineering, crafts, and trade were highly
prominent. By utilizing their previous experiences and knowledge, they significantly advanced the
scientific and technical progress of the Abbasid period, facilitating the transfer of new knowledge
and technologies to the Islamic society. One of the most critical impacts of dhimmis during the
Abbasid era was in the field of medicine and pharmacy. Jewish and Christian doctors and
pharmacists, by translating and transferring Greek and Roman medical texts into Arabic, increased
the medical knowledge in the Islamic world. This knowledge transfer not only improved health
and medical treatment but also laid the foundation for establishing large scientific and educational
centers in Baghdad and other Islamic cities. In the field of trade, dhimmis played an essential role
in developing trade networks and the economy. Jewish and Christian merchants, utilizing their
trade relationships, imported various goods from different regions into the Islamic world,
contributing to the economic prosperity of the Abbasid era. These trade activities not only
increased wealth and public welfare but also facilitated cultural exchange and better understanding
among different communities. Additionally, in the fields of art and industry, dhimmis contributed
to the development of crafts and arts by transferring advanced techniques and skills to the Islamic
society. Handicrafts such as textiles, metalworking, and pottery achieved high levels of
advancement with the knowledge and skills of dhimmis, producing valuable artistic works in this
era. Therefore, the aim of this research is to examine the role and impact of dhimmis on the Islamic
culture and civilization of the Abbasid era, which resulted in cultural and scientific interactions
among different ethnicities and religions. These interactions enriched the Islamic civilization and
laid the foundation for many scientific, cultural, and artistic achievements. Examining these
impacts helps us better understand the history and civilization of Islam and highlights the
importance of cooperation and interaction among different ethnicities and religions in the progress
and prosperity of human societies.

2. Reaserch Methodology

The methodology used in this research is historical, descriptive, and analytical. Information was
gathered by studying early historical texts from the Abbasid era, consulting available and credible
documents, and library research. Data analysis was performed descriptively and through content
analysis based on scientific research methods in history.

3. Discussion
The main occupations of Iranians during the Sassanian era included agriculture, animal husbandry,
handicrafts, metal and ceramic production, trade, and urban markets. Given Iran's geographical
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location, international trade, including relations with China, India, and Rome, was significant and
influenced the economy. With the advent of Islam and the establishment of the Islamic caliphate,
significant changes occurred in the region's economy. Muslims gradually consolidated their power
in Iran and implemented economic policies compatible with Islamic principles. Economic
occupations were also influenced by the experienced dhimmis, leading to advancements in trade,
architecture, music, crafts, agricultural production, and animal husbandry during the Islamic
period. The expertise of these dhimmis in establishing relations with other countries resulted in
further economic prosperity. Consequently, some Iranians from the Sassanian era, who became
dhimmis in the Islamic period, left their mark on economic occupations. During the Abbasid era,
many dhimmis were active in industries and free professions. For example, most money changers
and merchants were Jews, and some were skilled in tailoring, shoemaking, and dyeing (Maqdisi,
1361: 179-183). Most doctors and scribes were Christians; often, the personal physician of some
caliphs was a Christian. For instance, Jurjis ibn Jibrail was the treating physician of Caliph Al-
Mansur. Another dhimmi, a Sabian who was a renowned physician and astrologer in the Abbasid
government and oversaw the general examination of doctors, was Thabit ibn Sinan (Maqdisi, 1906:
179-183; Ibn al-Abri, 1985: 124-132, 138). Some Zoroastrians were also famous for their heavy
transport and logistics (Maqdisi, 1906: 399, 415, 439; lbn Athir, 1385: 5/481).

4. Conclusion

The study of the impact of dhimmis' occupations during the Abbasid era reveals that these
occupations not only contributed to the country's economic development but also played a
significant role in enhancing Islamic culture and civilization. According to the results, it was
crucial to consider strategies to strengthen and promote these occupations. Among these strategies
were financial and economic support and backing from some caliphs and ministers. These actions
increased the participation of dhimmis in the country's economy and culture, ultimately leading to
greater development and stability of the Abbasid society and government. Historical evidence
shows that dhimmis significantly contributed to various fields such as medicine, pharmacy,
engineering, trade, art, agriculture, industry, and navigation, which led to increased wealth and
public welfare during the Abbasid era. By influencing power structures, they deeply impacted
economic and cultural decision-making, making the Abbasid society engage in a wide range of
activities in various dimensions. One of the fundamental factors in the advancement of art was the
Abbasid caliphs' attraction to Iranian arts, including calligraphy, architecture, textiles, and music,
which led to the emergence of a new art form known as "Islamic art.” The entry of dhimmis into
the Abbasid court can be evaluated from multiple perspectives. For example, obtaining jobs and
economic activities in the court provided social and financial status for them. Additionally, caliphs,
by supporting skilled dhimmis, could pursue their interests in gaining more wealth and power. On
the other hand, it seems that obtaining various court jobs for dhimmis was ostensibly to secure their
livelihood and economic activities, but the reality is that their social and political activities always
accompanied their economic pursuits. Their entry into the court resulted in support and assistance
for their fellow dhimmis. This division of society into wealthy, middle, and poor classes occurred.
Thus, the impact of dhimmis' occupations on the growth of Islamic civilization can be seen as their
active and prominent role in the development of industries, art, and the economy. One of the factors
attracting dhimmis during the Abbasid era was the positive relationship and influence between
dhimmis and the Abbasid government in creating and strengthening Islamic civilization.
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