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The ideal world of women has been in conflict and challenge with their lived
reality since ancient times, This claim is evidenced by texts such as myths
and folk tales as well as historical texts. This problem in the mental of women
as a historical category can be an interesting study topic.The presence of
women outside the feminine realm and in challenge with the conventional
and rigid discourses indicates that women have not sought in their dream
world the socio-cultural subjection in which they themselves have played a
part. The folk tale of Nushafarin Gowhartaj, remaining from the Qajar period
presents a picture of the ideal world of women and, in contrast to the
traditional-cultural discourses, favors love, affection, and voluntary marriage.
Taking into account the importance of reading the world of women in folk
tales and adopting a historical background approach toward their lived and
historical conditions, this study has described the world of women in the said
folk tale and provided an ideological analysis of it. The result of studing the
data of this fiction shows that Despite their connection with the socio-cultural
discourses, women set aside in this folk tale some restrictions in the category
of marriage and spare no pains looking for their favorite men and a romantic
marriage.
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1. Introduction

The ideal world of women has been in conflict and challenge with their lived reality since ancient
times, this claim is evidenced by texts such as myths and folk tales as well as historical texts. This
problem in the mental of women as a historical category can be an interesting study topic. The
presence of women outside the feminine realm and in challenge with the conventional and rigid
discourses indicates that women have not sought in their dream world the socio-cultural subjection
in which they themselves have played a part. The folk tale of Nushafarin Gowhartaj, remaining
from the Qajar period presents a picture of the ideal world of women and, in contrast to the
traditional-cultural discourses, favors love, affection, and voluntary marriage.

Reading Nushafarin Gohartaj series of stories about Samak Ayyar, Darabnamehs, Eskandarnameh
and Hamzahnameh — the main preoccupation of women and men appeared to be love, a prerequisite
for family formation and the very foundation of society’s fundamental pillar. (Hamann, 19) —
Further explanation including the following: the faithful and selfless love of a woman to a man and
the role of women to procure to their heart’s desire the particular man for marriage and life is
among the stars that attract the eye in the form of women-focused episodes and stories and to
introduce women in the same literary inheritance as having a say in their lives, marriage, and fate,
a subject that has not been disclosed in the historical reminders. (Khadish, 1387: 101). The theme
of these narratives is subtly tied to the love and marriage concept. Furthermore, it could be
culturally explained, so that women leave the claustrophobic reality towards their dreams, but that
flight is a flight that has its problems, setbacks, etc. However, women are hell-bent on their
demands — in this case, they are love and marriage, the abundance of such patterns in the
abovementioned works could be a deliberate indication that society and its tendency to drift
towards the depths of danger or to wander without direction in the twilight of other cultural forms
of foreign origins have not prevailed. (Namvar Motlagh 1397: 44) By delving into the cultural
context of the given story, | have tried to highlight the world of ideal and appropriate women
centered on love and their pursuit of love in the context of marriage.

2. Reaserch Methodology

The present research, which asserts the leading position of narratives in explaining an episode of a
cultural/women’s history and a critical methodology in the field of women’s history based on
historical exploration, tries to underline the ideals of women in the narrative of Goohartaj.

3. Discussion

The understanding of women's ideal world through reading about their way of life and their
challenges with their time's cultural and social status is perceived and understood. The modern part
contextualizes the position of women in Iranian history according to a known narrative from the
Safavid pre-modern era to the end of the Qajar dynasty in the time of Naser al-Din Shah; the
account of the making of the Gem Crown is offered as an opportunity and a platform based on
extensive material. As love and marriage are the main discourses of this research, special emphasis
has been placed on these two issues and the dominating factors around them.

Undoubtedly, women’s condition in the pre-modern history of Iran is not unrelated to the history
of Iran. Still, the veiled and secluded woman, who revolves exclusively in the feminine sphere, and
seeks to get out of it, her wish and hope, have always been one of the forms of her existence and
being. (Tavernier, 1983: 643, Charden, 1956: vol.2/ 341-339) The fact that the class and
geographical-cultural position of women was the source of their condition and difference is not
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hidden from anyone: the freedom of action of village and tribal women was limited to their social
role, and in the city now and then, under the rule of expanding and shrinking cultural policies,
women have been granted the chance of getting out of the house and visiting the bazaars and
markets. (Figuera, 1984: 131)

Marriage in the pre-modern period was often arranged without any input from the girl, and, in this
as in so much else, a woman's duty was to be obedient (submissive) and, in the face of love, modest
— not showing her feelings. The royal court was a different matter — historical reports indicate that,
on the matter of marriage, at least, women of the royal class were in a different situation to others.
(Sanson, 1967: 109)For example, it reports of royal girls waiting months for their suitors to arrive
so that they could select a husband. (Charden, op. cit., 347)At other times, they would resist
unwanted marriages. (Ibid. 247) Though polygamous marriages are possible in Islamic law, the
number of polygamous marriages is low because of the consequences of such unions: the
possibility of marital conflict, and economic pressure. (Ibid. 241)

Despite all this, the couples who wish to see the flower of a love marriage would take the
opportunity of such time to see their beloved one since the French travel writer Count de Gobineau
said that men and women in love would come to each other during ceremonies like the mourning
rituals. (Gobineau, op. cit., 433 and 432) Also, the stories of love and matters of passion of women
were on everyone’s lips, those who fall in love courageously, sometimes the love for their chosen
beloved man or woman is not reciprocated, and they even commit suicide. (Monsal-Dole, op. cit.,
216) Romantic marriages with rite de passage are common to tribes and nomad groups, and lovers
go to the union. (Fraser's travelogue, op. cit., 459) Marriage between their tribes was rational.
There was no separation in marriage, there was no veil, and girls and boys could see each other,
hence, it is a different choice in tribal marriage. (Monsal-Dole, op. cit., 216)

As mentioned earlier, in this story that is created from fragments of the lived reality of women and
their imagination about life and what they miss, their ideal world is not alienated from women’s
cultural-social reality in existence as well as from the cultural-historical world of their time. This
helps the preservation of some of the lasting cultural values in which women in stories are regularly
concealed, behind the stage, chaste, modest, and holy, while the genuine and so-called historical
senses of these epics show their existence. (Goohartaj's story Nosh-Afarin, 2013: 35 and 157)
However, in the face of this meaning and in an ideal realm that bears the name of Kaaba, where
women are seemingly not veiled, they come out from behind the curtain when they fall in love,
(Ibid. 101) but at the same time maintain a sense of feminine modesty. (Ibid. 166) Contrarily, with
this kind of love, beneath these veils and behind the curtain, women still retain much of feminine
modesty, purity, self-respect, and body segregation and this amalgam and connection of a woman’s
love with veiling, modesty, and self-respect poses a dilemma which also our lived reality accepts.
Additionally, the veil/hijab, marriage, and becoming the wife are elements of this work that have
a tangible relation with each other. (Ibid. 170) What is visible in the historical reality is the same:
In the Kay [People] tribe, he who does not spend on his mother and is not of the religion of
hospitality, goes to hell; and other girls who have not gone to their husbands, it is disliked for them
to adorn themselves. (Khansari, 1976: 45) This item is still reflected in society’s culture and at its
core today.

It goes without saying that in this story, idealism is enmeshed and, in some way, inspired and
emulated by a collection of folkloric tales of various past centuries with love. This shows the
importance of romantic marriage and love life for man and woman, ideally in this world,
throughout history. The large number of women in this story are beautiful women who strive for
union with a man with love and devotion, even in war, and in this way, they can be counted as a
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group of warrior woman lovers which in our mythological stories as well as in our historical
memories as in Shahnameh they have formed the immutable pattern. The created woman in
Shahnameh, in Giti Nameh, in Chehl Mah, Nikijahesh, Mardan Dokht, etc, in contrast to historical
reality and confining women in established cultural forms and patterns, play the role of different
models.

4. Conclusion

Women in the world of the story and, indeed, in the arms of dreams, like the legendary creatures,
thinking about social values, and with careful steadiness step away from their realm, in the form of
storytelling like NushAfarin-Gohar Taj, step towards love, passion and union with a desired man.
They have an educational effect on the audience. Their beauty is the cause of the flames of love in
the hearts of men at first glance. They make great efforts and suffer hardships practically for a
desired and romance-like marriage. And they often show coquetry and vanity and draw the sexual
desire of a loving man. Women who faithfully play their historic role in making harmony and
companionships with men, devote their lives, money, and honor as well, resisting non-will suitors
and yielding to the will of the creator. In the same way, women of the royal category do not seek
the loving person of a man for themselves, and they allow a man to seek another woman as desired
and permit him to have relations with them and even often seek a loving relationship in a cross-
gender connotation and they seek to prevent same-sex person’s love. But women and men of the
other social classes seek monogamy. Women in every place, seek always loving, faithful,
respected, and gallant men, men who can win the competition of love. But men also lovingly seek
their favorite woman and strive a lot and overcome many hardships and obstacles. Ultimately, it
can be said that a story of this type, has a cultural model and prevents society in urban and cultural
terms from deviating from its cultural values, in these issues, and also can educate women to
manifest common and accepted ethical values as faithful and good beloveds, and introduces the
male as a lover for union and gallant tenderness, and has an educational effect on the audience.
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