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Illustration refers to a relatively new approach in comparative literature that studies
the extracurricular "other" image in national literature or the study of the image of
an "I" in another literature. Travelogues as a document of historical and social value
are among the most important and valuable sources in illustration and have had a
special place in the literature of each era and reflect the life, culture since ancient
times as one of the important literary types. Nature is the attraction of different
nations from the point of view of the author of that travelogue. Iran's attractions
include natural attractions, man-made attractions, and cultural and historical
attractions. One of the travelogues that describe the attractions of parts of Iran in the
fourth century AH is the travelogue of Abu Dulaf. In this travelogue, the regions and
works of Iran are depicted by Abu Dulaf .The results showed that the image of
springs, mines, flowers, fruits and mountains as Iran's natural attractions in the Abu
Dulaf travelogue of further feedback and cultural and historical attractions and man-
made attractions are in the next stages and readers Iranian and Arabic study of the
travelogue, which was the result of Abu Delf's observations and acquaintance with
the attractions of Iran, are encouraged to see them more than before. The research
method of this research is descriptive-historical and the author relies on historical
documents to represent the attractions of Iran in the mentioned travelogue.
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1. Introduction

Imagology is a branch of comparative literature, and the term itself is quite broad and
encompassing. In fact, the word "imagology" is relatively new and is not even registered in some
dictionaries. Imagology adopts an interdisciplinary approach, utilizing well-established fields such
as literary history, political history, social psychology, and newer disciplines like aesthetics and
semiotics. Imagology provides a perspective to view and understand one’s own image within a
foreign text, enabling insights into one’s society, culture, artifacts, nature, and personality. The
purpose of imagology can be seen as seeking one’s own culture within another’s literature and vice
versa. This discipline places the researcher at the intersection where literature meets history,
sociology, and other humanities. Travelogues are valuable historical and social documents and are
considered significant sources in imagology. They present the character, social behaviors, artifacts,
etc., in a literary format, playing a crucial role in introducing and understanding societies and the
perspectives of different nations towards each other. By examining travelogues from a comparative
literature perspective, people of each country can see their place from the viewpoint of others and
understand how other nations perceive them and their country. They can also become aware of the
impact of their traditions, systems, history, and landscapes as depicted in another's literature, thus
gaining a better self-understanding and evaluating their relationships with others.One such
travelogue that describes and examines regions of Iran in the 4th century AH is the travelogue of
Abu Dolf. Given the importance of this travelogue and the precision of the author in describing the
attractions of Iran at that time, we aim to examine the attractions of Iran as depicted in Abu Dolf’s
travelogue and address the following questions:

1. Which attractions of Iran are most frequently depicted in Abu Dolf's travelogue?

2. How realistic are the images that Abu Dulaf portrays of Iranian civilization?

3. What does Abu Dolf's knowledge about Iran's attractions rely on?

2. Research Methodology
The research method of this study is descriptive-historical, with a comparative literature approach,
relying on historical documents to represent the attractions of Iran in the mentioned travelogue.

3. Discussion

Abu Dolf's Mis'ar ibn Muhalhil Khazraji was an Arab traveler, poet, and scholar whose birth and
death dates are unknown, though it is certain he lived in the 4th century AH. He spent some time
serving Nasr ibn Ahmad, the Emir of the Samanids, and traveled to China and India in 331 AH.
Between 331-341 AH, he traveled through various cities in Iran and spent some time under the
patronage of Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Ahmad, the Emir of Sistan. His lineage traces back to the
people of the port of Yanbu on the eastern coast of the Red Sea, belonging to the Khazraj tribe,
known since the time of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). It appears that Abu Dolf was a literate
man whose circumstances led to extensive travels, ultimately becoming a wandering poet in the
court of Nasr ibn Ahmad Samanid, the Emir of Bukhara (Krachkovsky, 2005: 106). He also spent
time under the patronage of Sahib ibn Abbad, who honored him greatly. In 331 AH, Abu Dolf
traveled from China to Bukhara, passing through Western and Eastern Turkestan, Tibet, and then
to India, before returning to the Islamic lands via Sistan. Abu Dolf wrote two travelogues or
treatises, which were not published simultaneously. The first treatise describes his travels to China
and India and has been published twice with Arabic investigations. The second treatise covers his
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travels to Central Asia and Armenia, published by Petros Bolgakov and Anas Khalidov. Some
believe that Abu Dolf wrote both treatises in 344 AH, but evidence suggests that the second treatise
was written after the first (Krachkovsky, 2005: 337). During these years, he also wrote another
treatise describing the landscapes of Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Iran. This treatise includes two
parts: the first part appears to describe a specific journey, while the second part encompasses most
of his observations. It seems that the second treatise begins with a journey from Shiz in Azerbaijan.
Subsequently, Abu Dolf traveled north to Baku in Shirvan, then Thilisi, and returned to Azerbaijan,
moving through Ardabil and Sharzor, before taking the route through Kermanshah to Hamedan,
Rey, Tabaristan, Qumis, Nishapur, Herat, and beyond, eventually describing Isfahan and cities of
Khuzestan. The attractions of each country are divided into three categories: a) natural attractions
like mountains, caves, springs, seas, rivers, etc., b) human-made attractions like museums, parks,
dams, etc., and c) cultural and historical attractions like palaces, castles, bridges, mosques, bazaars,
etc. The natural attractions in the destination are often the first thing that draws attention, and
basically, a diverse combination of natural resources can be used to create an attractive
environment for tourism development and attracting people. Among the natural attractions that
stand out in Abu Dolf's travelogue are springs, mines, flowers, fruits and mountains. In portraying
human-made attractions, Abu Dolf described the construction method of each one, which was
mainly done by Iranian architects, with the insight that these descriptions were mostly the product
of his observations and there is no imagination or exaggeration in it. The building and its
description were present in most of the travelogues and it can be said that Abu Dolf's travelogue
was in line with other travelogues in this regard.

Culture acts as an attraction factor. For those who travel, activities, events and cultural products
affect them like an inspiring and attractive force. Cultural attractions include all the external and
official manifestations and crystallizations of the culture of each country that can be seen, displayed
or offered in some way. The palace and castle, the bridge, the mosque and the fire temple as five
of the cultural and historical attractions of Iran have been given the attention of Abu Dolf's
travelogue.Even though the bridge is man-made, it has been noted as another cultural and historical
attraction of Iran in Abu Dolf's travelogue. In Izhaj, Khuzestan, there is a lake known as FAM Al-
Bawab. Izhaj Bridge is called Khorezad or Khoraz Bridge. This bridge is on a dry valley that does
not have water, except when it rains, when it becomes seaworthy. The strength of the bridge is
made of iron and lead, and when this bridge is cut and broken. It remained like this for a while until
Mohammad bin Ahmad Mokhti, the minister of Hasan Boyeh, rebuilt it after a few years of hard
work, and most of the people who worked there were from lzja and Isfahan and worked without
pay. This bridge is one of the important bridges that surprised Abu Dolf and he did not neglect all
the details and wrote about this important bridge: "The Bridge known as Khoraz Bridge is also one
of the buildings of this city. This bridge is located between Izhaj and Rabat and is one of the
wonders of the world. The mentioned bridge is built on a dry river that has water only when it
overflows with rainwater. At that time, this river turns into a raging sea, whose width on the ground
is 1000 cubits, its depth is 150 cubits, and its bottom width is 10 cubits. The construction of this
bridge from the bottom of the foundation to the floor is made with lead and iron, and as the building
rises, its width decreases and its opening becomes narrower. On both sides of the bridge, iron slag
mixed with molten lead has been poured into the gap between the building and the land next to the
river. The width of the gap filled in this way reaches forty cubits on the ground. Here, the mouth
of the river is one hundred and twelve cubits. Then the bridge is built on the mentioned foundations.
In the gap between the foundations of the bridge and the two sides of the river, as well as on the
ground, lead mixed with pieces of copper has been poured. This bridge has an arch and is very
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strong, and it is considered one of the wonders of architectural art. Abu Dulaf successfully depicted
palaces, castles, and bridges as historical attractions reflecting the history and civilization of Iran,
detailing each observation. In contrast, he briefly mentioned mosques and fire temples without
elaborating on details. Mosques and fire temples are consistently mentioned throughout the
travelogue, and in this respect, Abu Dulaf’s travelogue aligns with other travelogues in describing
these structures.

Conclusion

This research delves into imagology within comparative literature by examining Abu Dulaf’s
travelogue, which presents a comprehensive and detailed image of Iran’s attractions. With expertise
in mineralogy and botany, Abu Dulaf meticulously described each attraction. The springs depicted
in his travelogue often possess therapeutic properties. Mines, like springs, are significant natural
attractions highlighted in Abu Dulaf’s travelogue, primarily featuring gold, silver, lead, mercury,
and precious stones, compared to those from other regions. Mountains, flowers, and fruits also hold
a special place in his travelogue. Human-made attractions like dams and buildings are described
with details of their construction by Iranian architects, while cultural and historical attractions such
as palaces, castles, and bridges are not overlooked. Natural attractions have the highest frequency
in Abu Dulaf’s travelogue with 34 instances, followed by human-made attractions with 9, and
cultural attractions with 19 instances. Given that Abu Dulaf’s travelogue relies on his observations
and is realistic with detailed descriptions, it has, since its writing in the 4th century AH, encouraged
both Iranian and Arabic readers to visit Iran’s attractions. Compared to other travelogues, Abu
Dulaf’s is unique in its abundance of descriptions and comparisons of topics like flowers, fruits,
dams, springs, mountains, and mines.
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