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The Eshraf’s and Barid's courts were part of the Ghaznavid court system. The agents
of those courts, i.e. Moshrefs and Barids, had the duty to help the political-social
stability of that chain by monitoring, inspecting, obtaining information and
informing about the behaviors and job performance of other court and court’s agents,
as well as monitoring the movements of foreign enemies. Among them, there were
some Moshrefs and Barids who violated their job duties and for many reasons such
as wealth accumulation, competition, ambition, greed, jealousy, fear and the like
were infected with immoral and treasonous behaviors. The aim of the current
research is to answer the question of why, in a descriptive-analytical way, and with
a historical method and library information collection, while identifying the aspects
of betrayal, along with examining the causes and backgrounds of the treacherous
actions and behaviors of Moshrefs and Barids and answer the question that why the
effects of the treacherous behavior of Moshrefs and Barids on the structure of the
Ghaznavid government has been great and harmful? The findings of the research
showed that the treacherous behavior of the Moshrefs and Barids had been able to
distort the mentality of the Ghaznavid kings towards the loyalty of the country and
military officials, disrupt the work performance of the Dargah’s and Diwan’s
officials, spread the atmosphere of skepticism and suspicion, create many seditions,
dismissals, arrests, and there were murders. Their treacherous behavior had also
prepared the grounds for the continuation of treachery by the traitorous agents of
Dargah’s and Diwan’s jobs, and helping to advance the intentions of foreign
enemies. The consequences of their behavior in the more acute stages had become
important factors in the political weakness and the loss of the territorial integrity of
the Ghaznavid Empire.
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1. Introduction

The structure of Ghaznavid government was formed from two main parts: Dargah and Diwan. The
Sultan was at the head of all state organizations, including the Dargah and Diwan (Anvari, 1994:8).
Dargah was the gate of the Sultan's residence and the royal palace and the place where the Sultan
settled and made the seat and center of his government (ibid). Dargah was the location of many
businesses such as servants, called Hajibs, Nadim and Gholam, and embassy organizations, whose
brokers were part of the country's affairs under the direct command of the king. Diwan formed
another extensive part of the Ghaznavid government structure. What is known today as a ministry
was called a Diwan in those days (Ensafpour, 1977:292). During the Ghaznavid period, there were
several courts, such as the Ministry Court, Stifa, Rasail, Eshraf, Barid, and judicial and police
organizations, which were presided over by the minister or Grand Khawja on behalf of the king.
The only law governing the society was the king's law or royal tyranny (Eslami, 2013:9). The king
was chosen by God, and the absolute obedience of the king's subordinates to him was obligatory,
so the king's subordinates were advised to be loyal to their king and not betray him (Ghazali,
1936:40). Despite the recommendations of Ghaznavid thinkers for the absolute obedience of the
king's subordinates to him, there are many evidences of betrayal by all court officials such as
Nadims, Hajebs, Gholams and Ambassadors, as well as court officials such as ministers, mustafis,
judges, military commanders, in the texts of the Ghaznavid period. It has always existed, that each
of these betrayals has left a harmful impact on the whole and structure of the Ghaznavid
government. What made the harmful effects of the treachery of the officials of the nobility and
bard courts on the structure of the Ghaznavid government different and more harmful than other
jobs was that the structure of the duties of the Eshraf’s and Barid’d courts was more important and
sensitive than other jobs for the preservation and continuation of the royal interests. Moshrefs and
Barids had the duty to supervise and inspect the performance of brokers of all businesses. They
were obliged to find out about the positive or negative performance of the brokers of other
businesses and provide them to the king at the appropriate time. Also, they had the duty to monitor
the movements of foreign enemies and inform the king about their intentions and plans at the
appropriate time. In spite of these important job duties, sometimes there were also some Moshrefs
and Barids who violated their duties and due to several reasons were infected with irresponsible
and treacherous behaviors in their jobs. This research is trying to analyze the historical-literary
texts of that period, while identifying the most important aspects of betrayal, along with
investigating the causes and contexts of the treacherous actions and behaviors of the Moshrefs and
Barids, to answer the question: why the effects of the treacherous behaviors of the Moshrefs and
Barids was great and harmful to the Ghaznavid government structure? In response to the above
question, the following hypothesis has been considered: since in the structure of the Ghaznavid
government, Moshrefs and Barids had the sensitive task of inspecting, monitoring, informing and
informing about the behavior and work performance of Dargah’s and Diwan’s inside the country,
they were obliged to inform the king of news and information related to foreign affairs, so the
consequence of their treacherous behavior was that reliable news and information were not sent to
the capital city, and this caused the decisions made following that news to be wrong and be
misleading. This caused the treacherous agents to continue their betrayals without supervision and
fear on the one hand, and on the other hand, the work and responsibility of the servant and loyal
agents was disturbed. Also, foreign enemies could sometimes take advantage of this situation for
their own interests. The consequences of their behavior in the more acute stages were among the
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important factors in the political weakness and the loss of the territorial integrity of the Ghaznavid
Empire.

2. Reaserch Methodology

The present research is done with historical method and based on descriptive-analytical method.
The method of collecting information in this research was library. In this way, first the main sources
and new researches have been collected and classified based on their importance and credibility,
then based on the priority and importance of the sources, the data needed for the research was
collected by extracting them. In the next stage, these data were confronted and compared with each
other, and their contradictions and deficiencies were resolved by using rational inference. Finally,
the collected data, whose accuracy was confirmed, were analyzed and organized according to the
structure of the research.

3. Discussion

The totality and structure of the Ghaznavid government was formed from two main parts: Dargah
and Diwan. The sultan was at the head of all state organizations, including Dargah and Diwan
(Anvari, 1994:8). In this structure, the king was chosen by God and the absolute obedience of the
people and officials of the Dargah and Diwan was obligatory to him (Ghazali,1936:40). Based on
this principle, any behavior or actions carried out by Diwan’s and Dargah’s court that caused the
violation of the oath and abandonment of the king's loyalty were defined under the term "Betrayal ™.
Because Eshraf’s and Barid’s courts during the Ghaznavid period were responsible for the sensitive
task of inspection, supervision, information gathering and reporting, therefore the agents of these
courts, i.e. Moshrefs and Barids, directly and continuously interacted with the actions and behavior
of other Diwan’s and Dargah’s officials outside of it. They had the duty to uncover the treasonous
behavior of domestic business owners, as well as the conspiracies of foreign enemies and bring it
to the attention of the king (Nezam al-Molk Tusi, 1998:88). Since some of the officials of the
Eshraf’s and Barid’s court, i.e. Moshrefs and Barids, due to several reasons such as wealth
accumulation, competition, ambition, greed, jealousy and fear violated their duties and job
functions and became infected with irresponsible and treacherous behaviors. Therefore, this article
tries to find the main aspects of betrayal and its causes and contexts in their behavior and to discuss
and examine its effects on the structure of the Ghaznavid government. In order to achieve the
desired goals in this research, it was first necessary to discuss the concept of betrayal, how it works,
existential importance, as well as the characteristics of Moshrefs and Barids..

4. Conclusion

The main purpose of this article has been to identify the aspects of betrayal, along with investigating
the causes and backgrounds of the treasonous actions and behaviors of the Moshrefs and Barids,
as well as the extent of the effects of those behaviors on the governance structure of the Ghaznavids.
This research showed that betrayals such as lying, bribery, conspiracy, silence in front of those in
power and the like were common among Moshrefs and Barids. Traits such as wealth accumulation,
competition, ambition, greed, jealousy and fear have been the main causes and factors of such
behaviors, which are in the context of historical developments in various political, social,
administrative, military, economic, and religious aspects arising from the authoritarian and
absolute structure of the Ghaznavid Empire. Had appeared The effects of such behaviors on the job
performance of Diwan’s and Dargah’s court officials, as well as foreign relations, and in general
on the structure of the Ghaznavid Empire have been visible and evident. The treacherous behavior
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of Moshrefs and Barids caused the Ghaznavid kings to distort the mentality of the loyalty of the
country and army officials, disrupting the work performance of Diwan’s and Dargah’s court
officials, spreading the atmosphere of cynicism, suspicion and conspiracy, as well as the causes of
many seditions, dismissals and confiscations, encroachments and The murders were among the
loyal agents of the government. As a result of their false reports, Sultan Masoud weakened the
country's military base against the attacks of the Seljuks by arresting and killing capable military
commanders such as Yenaltgin, Ghazi, Eriareq and others like them. Also, their treacherous
behavior had prepared the grounds for the treachery of the agents of the country, as well as the
advancement of foreign enemies' goals and intentions. Their treacherous actions in the acute and
more sensitive stages had become one of the major factors that had brought about the grounds of
political weakness and the destruction of the unity and territorial integrity of the Ghaznavid Empire.
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