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The motif of the battle of the lion and the bull is one of the most important
scenes engraved on the chlorite vessels left from Jiroft in the third millennium
BC. This motif has been repeated eight times on various chlorite vessels,
which shows the importance of this motif in view of other motifs in this
culture. Repetition of this battle scene in various artistic ways on the left
vessels probably hides certain cultural-artistic meanings. In this regard, the
iconographic and iconological study of the battle between the lion and the
bull in Jiroft culture leads to rereading the true and hidden meanings of the
presence of this motif in the works left behind.

In this research, various literary-mythological aspects of this motif are
analyzed through the iconographic study. On the other hand, the iconological
study examines the cultural backgrounds in Jiroft culture and reveals the true
content of the present hidden symbols in it. In the present research, the
authors intend to investigate the true meaning of the motif of lion and bull in
the Jiroft culture and the relationship between the mentioned motif and its
meaning in the neighboring civilizations of Jiroft in the third millennium BC.
Based on library sources and descriptive-analytical method, the present
research aims to study its importance in Jiroft culture through the
iconographic and iconological study of the above-mentioned motif.
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1. Introduction

Rituals and beliefs, religion and culture of a civilization are manifested in the form of hidden
messages in the archeological evidences of that civilization. The art of ancient humans has
remained for posterity in the form of cultural materials. Since the beginning of human creation,
symbols have always played a significant role in all aspects of human collective life. In other words,
symbols are a window to the thoughts and social life of past humans. On each of the remaining
works, an image is evident that the modern man must be aware of these forms in order to understand
and know the life of the people of the past. In this regard, iconographic and iconological studies
lead to the reinterpretation of the true and hidden meaning in the depths of the works. Through
iconographic studies, the various literary and mythological aspects of a work are analyzed in
contrast, iconological studies, with the help of iconographic studies cultural backgrounds in the
core of a civilization and reveals the true content of hidden symbols .

Symbols have always been an integral part of human works of art from the past until now. The
symbol is the result of human thought and its interaction with the life around it. In order to
understand the archetypes designed on the works of the past, the modern man should use the
sciences related to this knowledge. One of the most important ways of studying works of art is
iconography and iconology. Iconography helps to understand the literature and the related stories,
while iconology helps to understand the cultural backgrounds hidden in the works of art.
Considering that the written lines on Jiroft tablets are unknown, one of the most important methods
of studying the works of this culture are the iconographical and iconological methods.

In the iconography section, the motif of the battle of lion and bull, it was pointed out the similarities
with the fifth chapter of Kalila and Demna and the details of the mentioned icon with the main
characters of this myth. Besides that; According to the author's point of view, the artists of Jiroft
used animated art in drawing these icons, and according to the theme of the fifth chapter of Kalila
and Demna; We probably face Fables in the Iranian plateau in the 3rd millennium BC.

In the iconology section, according to the archaeological findings in the neighboring lands of Jiroft,
the communication of its culture through trade relations and finally, using the comparative study
method; the similarity between the mentioned image and deities such as Mehr, Shamsh, Nahonte
and Oto in the third millennium BC can be compared. Therefore, according to the findings obtained
from neighboring civilizations of Jiroft, the icon of the lion and bull battle was probably one of the
manifestations related to the idea of worshiping son among the people in Jiroft.

2. Reaserch Methodology

The present study, based on library sources and descriptive-analytical methods, intends to examine
the importance of this motif in the Jiroft culture through iconographical and iconological studies.

3. Discussion

One of the most important motifs left from Jiroft culture is the image of the battle between the lion
and the bull. The aforementioned motif is clearly evident on various chlorite vessels of this
civilization. The repetition of this battle scene in various artistic styles means nothing but the artist
of Jiroft emphasizing this motif even more. The present study is to answer the following questions:
What is the true meaning of the lion and bull in the Jiroft culture? What is the connection of the
lion and bull motif with the other Jiroft civilizations of the third millennium BC? At the beginning
of the 20th century in Germany, Abby Warburg expanded the view of iconography by considering
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a wider background and he believed that in order to analyze the works of art of any period,
familiarity with mythology, literature, history and social and political life of that period was
necessary. Considering these issues, he became the founder of the iconology study method, which
was followed by one of his followers, Erwin Panofsky, in 1932 as a scientific method. According
to Panofsky's point of view, in order to read images, one should go through three methods of pre-
iconographical description, iconographical analysis and iconographical interpretation. The three
mentioned methods should be followed in order and the survival of each of them would guarantee
the next method.

4. Conclusion

Symbols have always been an integral part of human works of art from the past until now. The
symbol is the result of human thought and his interaction with the life around it. In order to
understand the archetypes designed on the works of the past, the modern man should use the
sciences related to this knowledge. One of the most important ways of studying works of art is
iconographic and iconological research. Iconographic study helps understand the literature and
stories related to the work, while iconological study helps understand the cultural backgrounds
hidden in the works of art. Considering the fact that the texts on Jiroft tablets are unknown, one of
the most important methods of studying the works of this culture is the iconographic and
iconological study.In the iconography part of the lion and bull battle motif, the similarity of the
fifth chapter of Kalila and Demna and the details of the mentioned icons with the main characters
of this myth was pointed out. In the thought of ancient people, cow is a symbol of blessing, rain,
fertility and social life. In contrast, the lion represents the sun, power, summer and royalty.

In other words, the victory of the lion against the cow in the thought of the past people means the

victory of summer and heat over dry and cold season. Besides that; According to the author's point
of view, the artist used moving art in drawing this image, and according to the theme of the fifth
chapter of Kalila and Demna; We are probably facing Fable stories in the Iranian plateau in the 3rd
millennium BC.The mentioned myth can also be seen in written sources such as Avesta, excerpts
from Zadesparam, Bundahesh, and Shahnameh, and people's cultures and traditions such as
Nowruz, astronomical prophecies, astrology and climatic-geographical conditions. In the
iconology department, according to the archaeological findings in the neighboring areas of the
Jiroft culture, the communication of the mentioned culture through trade relations and finally, using
the comparative study method .
The similarity between the mentioned image and the deities such as Mehr, Shamash, Nahonte and
Oto in the third millennium BC can be compared. In the thought of the people neighboring Jiroft
in the 3rd millennium BC, the archetype of the lion is a representation of the solar gods, while the
cow is a sign of the lunar gods. Also, the victory of the lion over the cow means the change of
seasons and the beginning of the spring and the prosperity of agriculture. Therefore, according to
the findings obtained from neighboring civilizations of the Jiroft culture, the icon of the lion and
bull battle was probably one of the manifestations related to the idea of worshiping sun among the
people in Jiroft.
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