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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Security is a category that included the military and militarism until the Qajar era,
but with the social changes that began in this period, it gradually opened up a new
concept in people's lives. In such a way that every factor and component that affects
the peace of individual and social life creates the concept of feeling of security or
insecurity in individual and public thoughts. Therefore, after this, the factors
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aspects related to manners, In the discussion of the relationship between cultural
Keywords: components and the feeling of security, the factors that are related to the beliefs,
- cultural components, culture and customs of the people in this period and were somehow effective in the
issue of the feeling of security are investigated. The investigation of this issue in
this article has been done by analyzing the incidents and describing the incidents,
with the approach of qualitative content analysis. The cited sources were first-hand
sources or taken from them, which had a descriptive-analytical approach to the
events and incidents of the Qajar era. It is the result of explaining the effect of
cultural components on the feeling of security of the people of this age. So that in
many cases this effect increased the feeling of security and in some cases it increased
the feeling of insecurity.
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1. Introduction

This may be said that the security is one of the categories which has been considered as the essential
needs of the human society all the time, of course, depending on the circumstances, sometime
appeared as preserving the lives and properties and the other time maintaining the peace of mind
and being safe from the factors effecting on the career and life. At the beginning of the Qajar era,
the governing system of the society was the landlord-peasant system, so the peasant was considered
as the devotee and belonged to the landlord, and his public safety depended on that of the landlord’s
or ruler’s; that is, The means and requirement of security were obviously in the military dimension
and the militarization of governments, which limiting the protection of lives and properties to have
weapon, soldier and military power. In the Qajar era, as the turning point of history in Iran, the
nature of social classes was changing alongside the changes in individual and social life style and
demands from traditionalism to modernism, so that the growing independence and decision-
making power in individual life, observable impact of events on the particulars of life and so forth,
were the first signs of this transformation.

Soon after the security also, took an expanded meaning by extending to different dimensions of
life like as economic, political, social, cultural, etc. Thus, the military equipment and the power of
militarism were not the only factors affecting security, so everything which could affect the life
career was considered as a factor for the security. Also; the category of security is considered as
two distinct concepts, “security " and "sense of security ". With reasoning that “security” is an
objective issue and "sense of security” is a subjective one, the aim of this article is the “sense of
security” - the psychological impact of security on people. Therefore, the influence of cultural
components on the sense of security points out the life situation in the mentioned era of history in
Iran. In this research, the considered cultural components are included the Clergy and the learned
men, the holy sites and sitting-in, social and cultural beliefs, newspapers and writings, religious
movements and cultural conflicts and the effect of each one on the sense of security of the people
in this era have been studied.

2. Reaserch Methodology

The research is based on the description of the incidents and events of the Qajar era with the
qualitative content analysis approach, and inferred by the cause and derived result thereof and the
relationship between the mentioned components and the sense of security. The compilation method
is based on the library method.

3. Discussion

3-1. The Clergy and the learned men

The Clergy and the learned men were one of the cultural components in the Qajar era, and the
concrete manifestation of their influence on the society, inciting the people to defend the Islamic
land against the Russians in the early years of Qajar dynasty (Lesan al-Mulk, 2001: 346/1),
stimulating the religious sentiments of people for extraditing two Armenian women -adopted in
Islam- from Yerevan by the Russian Minister Plenipotentiary (Jahangir, 2005: 130-127) and also,
in the rise and advent of religious sects such as Bab sedition and Agha Khan rebellion, the leader
of Isma’ili sect (Lesan al-Mulk, 2001: 756-751) is considerably seen. Since the reign of Naser al-
Din Shah, the influence of the Clergy and the learned men on internal and foreign affairs became
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more prominent. One of the most important concrete examples of their influence is the subject of
the Reghi contract in 1308 A.H./1269 H.S. Led by Hojat al-Islam Mirzaye Shirazi (Zarei, 2001:
180). The impressive result of the Clergy and the learned men gotten in this agreement, revealed
the role of religion in the social and political area of Iran more apparent (Pourshalchi, 1997: 177).
From now on, they were considered one of the most important influencing factors in people's sense
of security and increasing spiritual safety.

3-2. The holy sites and sitting-in

Sitting-in the holy sites was a common tradition for litigation in the Qajar era. In the early years of
the Qajar dynasty, the sitting-in sites included the houses of religious learned men and mujtahids,
mosques and holy shrines; but in the following years, with the opening of embassies of foreign
governments, these places were also included among the places for people to sit- in. In some cases,
the royal stable has also been mentioned as a place of interest (Lambton, 1996: 280), where a person
or persons, in proportion to the matter, would visit these places and sit-in for litigation. What seems
important and interesting is that, in terms of sanctity or validity, the mentioned sites were always
respected by the government rulers and the parties who were oppressed. Thus, these places were
considered safe and the besieger was safe as long as he sat-in there. In addition, sitting-in was
another way to protest and criticize the ruling policy (Martin, 2011: 176).

3-3. Social and cultural beliefs

Social and cultural beliefs are one of the components seeped the warp of lives in this period so
much that it might seem, there would be no security without them. Of this subject; Iranians have
sometimes been introduced as a skeptical people (Curzon, 2013: 75/2) who "are completely
optimistic about their future in enduring hardships and do not complain much about their situation”
(Wills, 2008: 354) and "everything that have happened, they considered as God's will" (Majd,
2007: 46). Also; sometimes the cause of diseases and events was considered to be the influence of
the Suhail star or in relation with the constellations or the result of God's anger to punish the sin
(Flor, 2007: 19).

Regarding the state affairs, social beliefs were associated with the belief that "just be satisfied, it
won't get better than this" and this was considered the safest opinion of the general public
(Lambton, 2015: 274-273). Such beliefs were derived from people’s attitude towards security, so
against any kind of unsafe feelings, they believed that "destiny has been like this and it will also
pass, and no matter what happens, things will not get worse™ (Kurzon, 1994: 298/1). Among the
examples that originated from the social and cultural beliefs of the people in the Qajar era which
were directly related to the sense of security, the following can be mentioned: extreme prejudice
towards the inside of the family (harem), the beauty causing the unsafety of girls, the sealed and
closed door protecting the safety of properties and business, Jihad against the infidels being a sign
of the stability of faith and religion, the foreign trade being the cause of internal colonization, and
the people’s point of view towards the foreigners being associated with a lack of safety.

3-4. Newspapers and writings

From the middle of the Qajar era, with establishing the newspapers, these materials were the agents
of public information and awareness of people's thoughts which spreading the concept of safety to
the social issues. For example; Sur Esrafil newspaper in number 5, Thursday, 15 Jumadi al-Awla
1325 A.H. expressed the unsafe situation and fake rebellions during the era of Muhammad Ali
Shah (Delrish, 1996: 102) and it was a reflection of the sense of security and unsafety in the society
and a factor that provoked public opinion. In the case of Reghi, anonymous leaflets and writings
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were spread in which the Europeans and Armenians were threatened to death and the learned men
who were against the interests of the people were addressed and warned (Lambton, 1995: 306-
305). Along with newspapers, in addition to the role of informing, pamphlets were also one of the
threatening tools for courtiers, rulers and those who were acting against the interests of the people
(Dolatabadi, 2017: 501/2). From the contents of the newspapers and writings of this period, this
could be deduced that some of those were considered as the cause of unsafety against the
government and statesmen, but in fact, they were counted as basic tools for increasing social safety.

3-5. Religious movements or cultural conflicts

However some religious movements or cultural conflicts happened in the Qajar era, were of a
socio-religious nature, but they had the aura of politics. Such cases emerged in the form of a new
heresy in religion and challenged the political headquarters of the country, including the Shaikhiya,
Babiya, Agha Khanian (Isma’ili) and Seyyed Alamgir's rebellion (Varahram, 2006: 542-532), each
one caused widespread social and cultural tensions in the society and damaged the religious and
cultural safety of the Shia people of Iran at that time. Along with such religious movements and
conflicts also caused social unsafety and losing people's sense of security. Among those are the
Heidari-Nemati conflicts in the cities (Thawageb, 2015: 137), the competition between
Mutasharriah and Sheikhiah in Tabriz and Kerman (Kasravi, 1978: 133), the difference of opinion
between Sunni and Shia neighborhoods in Mahabad and Miandoab (Abrahamian, 2008: 41), the
mourning groups [specifically in Azerbaijan] (Abassi and Badiei, 1993: 5) which caused cultural
and religious unsafety in the Qajar era.

4. Conclusion

The Qajar era as a turning point in the history of Iran, transitioning from traditionalism to
modernism and the increase of collective and social communication, the security also changed its
nature from the one-dimensional concept of military and militarism in to the related category in
economic, political, social and cultural aspects. The cultural dimension with the indicators
expressed as cultural components was affected by security and also had an impact on it, and the
result was the role it played in people's sense of security. In examining the manner and quality of
this work, the relationship between culture and security was investigated by introducing some of
its components such as the Clergy and the learned men, the holy sites and sitting-in, the social and
cultural beliefs, newspapers and writings, religious movements and conflicts between different
groups. These components were factors that were always related to the lives of the people of the
Qajar era, some times having conditions that played a significant role in the society of that time.
Some of these components, such as the Clergy and the learned men, the holy sites and sitting-in,
social and cultural beliefs, newspapers and writings, were considered to increase the sense of
security, and in rare cases, they were the cause of unsafety, but the components such as religious
movements and conflicts was the cause of creating unsafety and reducing the sense of safety.
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