@@ Iranian Civilization Research
Shahid Babooar
Uah ety xep Online ISSN: 2821 - 0867

Iranian Civilization Research, Volume 6, Issue 1 - Serial Number 11, June 2024

Formulation of interaction-confrontation of four groups of merchants, poets,
artisans and farmers in the face of the invasion of the Mongols

Abdolhosein Mirshekar 1% Dr. Fatemeh Rostami ¢

1. Master of Student of Iranian history after Islam, University of Sistan and Baluchestan. Email: almahdi.4112@yahoo.com

2. Assiatant Professor of History of Iran, University of Sistan and Baluchestan. Email:fatemehrostami@lihu.usb.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT

The attacks of the Mongols on Iran brought fundamental changes in the
Article type: economic, social and cultural fields. These attacks in two stages caused many
Sesmn AT consequences and reactions from Iranians. The first stage led to changhis's

attack on Iran's borders, and the second stage was Hulako's attack on Iran and
the capture of esmailiyeh castles and the conquest of Baghdad completed the
first attacks. One of the most important results of these attacks in both invasions
was the reactions that took place in the form of social groups in the face of the
Accepted: 01 June 2024 Mongols' attack. The current research is trying to answer the question: How
Published online: 30 June 2024 | are the reactions of the social groups of the Iranian society against the attacks
of the Mongols evaluated? In response, the assumption of the research is that
Keywords: four social groups of merchants, artisans, Sufi poets and peasants each;
According to their situation, they showed their own reaction to this attack. The
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_ Me_rchants results show that the reactions of social groups against opposing attacks were
e different and sometimes conflicted with the performance of other groups.in
-Poets this approach, merchants accompanied the Mongols and caused a fundamental
- Fermers change in economic communication. Proportionate craftsmen made a double

reaction to the needs and environmental conditions According to the needs and
environmental conditions, the artisans made a double reaction. The third group
were poets who confronted the Mongols with two methods of migration and a
critical approach. The only group that showed a largely passive role regarding
the attacks of the Mongols was the fourth group of villagers. The leading article
tries to compare the role of each group in the interaction and confrontation with
the Mongols by emphasizing the typology of social groups in a descriptive-
analytical way.
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1. Introduction

The invasion of the Mongols to the political borders of Iran is considered one of the most importart
periods in the history of Iran. This historical development, in addition to the large dimensions of
killing and destruction of civilization, was an important reason for intellectual, cultural and social
degeneration in Iran. In these sources, merchants were the first group to stand against the Mongols.
This group along with the group of poets had a lot of influence among the Mongols. The other two
groups of poets and artisans were among the classes that had many ups and downs in their relations
with the Mongols. The main problem of the current research is the genealogy of different social
groups and the identification of the reaction of these groups against the attacks of the Mongols.
Regarding the attacks of the Mongols and its consequences among the people of Iran, there have
been articles and achievements that, although they have contributed to the topics of this research
in general, they have not addressed the goals and reactions of the four groups of traders, poets,
artisans and merchants. In the article "Social psychology of afflicted people: the morale of Iranian
society in the era of Mongol attacks", the author Ashraf Sarailoo has analyzed the psychological
impact of the Mongol attack on the morale of the afflicted people by using the theory of documents.
According to this research, the people of Iran initially fought and defended against the Mongols,
but eventually they lost their morale and suffered a kind of mental frustration. The article "Story
of Scientists and Knowledge Centers in the Mongol Attack™ by Noorullah Kasai also refers to the
factors that created and facilitated the domination of the Mongols in Iran. Most of the content of
this article is dedicated to historians and has less analytical content. In the article "Permanent
influence of the Mongol catastrophe in the political, social and scientific history of Iran" by Abbas
Adalat, the hypothesis of the psychological and psychological impact of the Mongol invasion,
Ilkhanate rule and Timurid conquests in the political, social and scientific history of Iran has been
examined. Among theses of medieval history, Zarnoosh Taqvai's thesis entitled "Evaluation of the
performance of the Nizari Ismailis during the time of the Mongol invasion of Iran™ and Mojtaba
Tabrizinia's thesis entitled "Review of the political life of Sufism from the Mongols to the Safavid
period" are a general review of the positions of the groups Dini attacks the Mongols. In addition to
these researches, the writings of the authors of the Mughal era such as Ashyoler, Barthold,
Petroshevsky and Manocher Mortazavi have also provided the writer with a lot of information
about the period of the Mongol attacks and its impact on different social groups. None of these
researches have focused on the genealogical category of social groups from the perspective of
interaction and confrontation with the Mongols, and they have not focused on the comparative
study of these groups and their influence on the performance of the Mongols. The current research
tries to deal with the specialized ethnology of social groups and the reactions of these groups to the
Mongol attacks with a descriptive-analytical method.

2. Reaserch Methodology

The current research aims to analyze the interactive and confrontational relationship of four classes
of merchants, poets, artisans and farmers with the Mongols by relying on analytical and descriptive
methods. Also, this research deals with social groups and their level of interaction with the central
government with a comparative approach.
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3. Discussion

Except for the religious groups and court officials who were more interested in being close to the
people in power and the ruling class and having resources of wealth in the society and tried to get
close to the Mongol rulers during the reign of Genghis' successors, economic activists and cultural
influencers in Four groups of traders and merchants, poets, artisans and villagers were affected by
the Mongol attack and sometimes became victims of this attack. The reason for the closeness of
religious groups and those in power to the Mongols was clear. They considered it possible to
regulate the behavior of the newly arrived deserters by accompanying these tribes, and they had
put a tough competition with other layers of the government in order to marginalize them, although
among them there was a group whose actions in Attracting the attention of the Mongols was
effective and they had the greatest cultural and economic impact on the Mongols, despite this, the
presence and role of four groups of merchants, artisans, poets and villagers in the interaction and
confrontation with the Mongols is considered one of the important issues of the conquests of the
Mongols and the Ilkhanid era.

4. Conclusion

With the defeat of the Khwarezmshahi military forces and the capture of Iran by the Mongol troops,
the Iranians realized that they are not capable of confronting a new enemy with swords and
militarism. For this reason, they were waiting for an opportunity to make the enemy submit to them
in the field of science and culture. Each of the different social groups adopted a unique method in
the course of political developments during the Mongols and llkhanate eras. Among the social
groups, four groups of merchants, artisans, poets and mystics, and finally villagers had more
specific reactions to the actions of the Mongols. Merchants, the first group of social strata, took an
interactive approach with the Mongols. The tool of this group to deal with the Mongols was the
tool of interaction and cooperation. This cooperation was welcomed by the Mongols, and with the
wisdom and practical support of Barozgans, it became the basis for economic developments and
road development. The second group of artisans were able to adapt themselves to the existing
conditions to a large extent due to the coercion and pressure of the Mongols. The interactive
approach of the second group was mainly welcomed by the artisans themselves, so the support of
the Mongols for this group was in the second place compared to the merchant group, and the scope
of authority of this group was less than that of the first group despite their compromise. The third
group were poets and mystics who stood against the Mongols in two ways. In the first approach,
most of the poets and mystics migrated and looked for another place for their literary and social
life. Criticism and public protest against the Mongol system in the form of satirical poems and
criticism of the Mongol sultans was part of the agenda of the third group. The approach of the third
group was a confrontational approach against the actions of the Mongols. Meanwhile, the fourth
group, the villagers, were the most passive social groups who were oppressed by the Mongol rulers
and landowners. Many of this group were never able to restore the prosperity of their land before
the invasion of the Mongols. Many became homeless and many others who settled in their villages
were under the control of the rulers and the zamindar class.
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