g

Shahid Babooar
University of Kerman

Iranian Civilization Research

Online ISSN: 2821 - 0867

Iranian Civilization Research, VVolume 6, Issue 1 - Serial Number 11, June 2024

A comparative study of the reasons for the growth of Ray trade with

Isfahan in Al-i Boye period

Abdul Rafi Rahimi'®"=" Ashkan Gholami?

! Associate Professor of the History Department of Imam Khomeini International University. E-mail: aghabeigom@yahoo.com.
Z PhD graduate of Iranian history, Islamic course, Imam Khomeini International University E-mail: ashkangholami26a@gmal.comr

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Received: 18 Jan 2024
Revised: 26 April 2024
Accepted: 09 June 2024
Published online: 30 June 2024

Keywords:
Ray
Isfahan
4th century

Economy.

The economic field, as one of the important categories of every civilization and
territory, has always been the subject of attention and investigation by researchers
in various fields, including history. In this regard, if the examination of the economic
situation is done with a comparative view and based on local history, it will be
possible to explore and identify the causes of economic growth and decline in
various fields such as trade. In such a situation, it should be mentioned that the two
cities of Ray and Isfahan, due to their geographical-strategic location, were the focus
of various developments and were the focus of actors in the political, military,
economic, etc. fields, and continuous efforts were made to capture both cities. Their
economic field, especially during the rule of Al-i Boye period, where they were the
capital for a long time, grew under the influence of various factors. In this regard, an
attempt was made to answer this question by descriptive-analytical method and
relying on library sources, what are the similarities and differences between the
causes of business growth in Ray and Isfahan? Therefore, the purpose of this
research is to take a natural look at the economic growth factors of the two mentioned
cities during Al-i Boye period. The findings of the research indicate that apart from
the common factor of the geographical location of both cities, which was the place

of caravans, factors such as the strengthening of water supply networks in the river
and the construction of reservoirs for the storage of commercial products, changing
the trade routes of merchants according to expediency. Zamane, making the road
safer, paying attention to the prosperity of the market, strengthening the means of
transportation (especially in Isfahan) caused greatness and wealth, the prosperity of
the market and the increase in the volume of commercial products (common in both
cities) and the activity of traders and the prosperity of the caravanserai. Especially
in Isfahan.
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English Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In the 3rd to 5th centuries of Hijri, the land of Iran was involved in various developments in various
political, religious, economic, etc. areas, and each aspect of its human life underwent positive and
negative changes under the influence of various factors. In this regard, the economic field, as one
of the important categories of every civilization and land, experienced the stages of growth and
decline under the influence of various factors. The following content is divided into two parts. In
one part, the factors influencing the growth of trade between Ray and Isfahan and in the second
part, the consequences of the mentioned set of conditions on the commercial situation of these two
lands are identified. It can be stated as a question, what common and different factors caused the
economic growth of Ray and Isfahan? It can be hypothesized that both cities have been in the
attention of the centers of power due to their location in a suitable geographical location and due
to the position of the capital of the Amirs of Buyeh, they have shown special attention to the
economic prosperity of these two areas. Due to the different causes of economic growth, it is also
possible to point out the ups and downs of the attention of the Boyeh emirs to the two cities of Ray
and Isfahan and the extensive or limited actions of the courtiers towards the economic prosperity
of these two cities.

2. Reaserch Methodology

Based on the descriptive-analytical method and based on library sources. First, the information was
collected and categorized and then analyzed. It was tried to collect information related to the topic
and to discuss less about other topics.

3. Discussion

According to the mentioned cases (for the purpose of comparison), Ray and Isfahan were located
in a suitable geographical position, and for this reason, both areas had the necessary infrastructure
for economic growth. In order to distinguish the geographical location, it can be pointed out that
the Ray area was closer to the northern parts of Iran and was located on the road from east to west
(in the north of Iran). This issue caused more connections between Ray region and the economic
centers of northern Iran than Isfahan. Examples of this case are mentioned in the following and
regarding the trade of some ray products to regions such as Azerbaijan. Regarding Isfahan, it should
be mentioned that it was located in the center of Iran and was closer to the southern parts of Iran
than Ray. This will lead to wider economic connections with the southern regions, examples of
which are mentioned below.

4. Conclusion

Ray and Isfahan (both) were located in a suitable geographical-strategic position, which provided
one of the necessary prerequisites for the growth of trade. On the other hand, there were sufficient
water resources in both cities, which led to the prosperity of agriculture and increased the volume
of agricultural products trade. According to the studies, the support of the Boyeh emirs was more
for Isfahan than for Ray, and he took many internal and external measures to maintain the public
and economic security of this land. In this regard, it is possible to mention the suppression of
bandits, the security of roads and the strengthening of means of transportation such as pack animals.
The result of Boyeh's actions in Ray and Isfahan has been the greatness and wealth of the city, the
prosperity of the market and the increase in the volume of commercial products (common in both
regions) and the activity of traders and the prosperity of the caravanserai (specifically in Isfahan).
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