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Endowment, as a religious and cultural tradition in the history of Iran, has led to the
sustainability of scientific institutions after the establishment of scientific and cultural
institutions. Nizamiyah schools are one of these scientific and cultural institutions based on
endowment, which were established in the Seljuk era and during the ministry of Khwaja
Nizam al-Mulk Tusi with his desired goals. In addition to being widely active during the
Seljuk era, these schools continued their activities after the decline of Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk
and his family in the bureaucracy of the Seljuk era. The activities of some of these Nizamiyah
schools, such as the Nizamiyah of Baghdad, continued for a while even in the post-Seljuk era.
Since there is a two-way relationship between endowment and endowment-based institutions,
their activity and the continuation of this activity depend on the continuation of this two-way
relationship. This two-way relationship also exists between the endowment institution and
Nizamiyah schools in the Seljuk era. This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and
relying on library studies and a historical approach, attempts to examine and reexamine the
role of endowments in the formation, sustainability, and decline of Nizamiyah schools. The
hypothesis of this research is based on the statement that the sustainability of endowments
has brought about the sustainability of Nizamiyah schools throughout history, and the decline
of endowments has caused the inefficiency or poor performance of the schools. The findings
of this research show that the endowments created for Nizamiyah schools created independent
financial resources for them in a way that led to the sustainability of Nizamiyah schools at
different times. Attacks by eastern tribes, the political decline of the Seljuk government and
the Nizam al-Mulk family, religious conflicts, and the lack of widespread political support for
the Shafi'is and Nizamiyah schools caused the decline of Nizamiyah schools during the late
Seljuk period and after their decline.
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Introduction

This article discussesthe position and role of endowmentson the performance of the Nizamiyya
schools during the Seljuk era. Throughout the historical developmentsof Iran, despite changes
indynasties, the institution of endowment, due to its religious supportalong with scientific and
cultural centers, could serve as an independent financial resource, facilitating the sustainability of
some scientific and cultural institutions. The Nizamiyya schools are one of the well-known
scientific institutions in the medieval history of Iran. These schools, founded by KhwajaNizam al-
MulkTusi, continued their activities for a while after the decline of him and his family within the
bureaucratic mechanism of the Seljuk era, eventually facing a decline themselves.During the
cultural developments of Iranian history, the establishment of scientific and cultural institutions
became an essential necessity. In the meantime, while scientific and cultural institutions,
particularly schools, were foundedonthe basis ofendowments, they achieved a degree of financial
independence.Because they were no longer continuously dependent on financial support from the
dynasty and other social groups.Consequently, these scientific institutions and schools were
continuing their activities. However, throughout developments of Iranian history, aforementioned
institutions experienced a decline in efficiency due to various influencing factors. But, the issue of
endowment, as an effective factor in the rise and fall of scientific and cultural institutions, has
received less attention so far. The Nizamiyyais one of the important scientific institutions engaged
in extensive and enduring activities during the Seljuk era and beyond. Since the establishment of
these schools, a sustainable financial resource has been provided through the development of
endowments, it is essential to examine the role of endowments in the establishment and
sustainability of the Nizamiyya schools, as well as their decline, to better understandthe reciprocal
relationship between these two phenomena.

Research Method

This research employed a descriptive-analytical method, relying on library studies and adapting a
historical approach to examine the resources of the Seljuk era and analyze the role of endowments
in the formation, sustainability, and decline of the Nizamiyya schools.

Discussion

Begins with the rise of KhwajaNizam al-Mulk and his superiority over Khwaja Amid al-
MulkKandari; the city of Neishabourheld a particularly significantrolein the implementation and
initiation of KhwajaNizam al-Mulk's political and cultural programs. Since this city was regardedas
the first political center of the Seljuks and, on the other hand, was regarded as the hometown of
KhwajaNizam al-Mulk. Given the position of Neishabour and its significance for KhwajaNizam
al-Mulk, the first Nizamiyya was established by him in this city, to which he dedicated numerous
endowments (lbn Khalkan, 1381: 2/225; Snowy, 1422 AH: 1/197). The Nizamiyya School in
Isfahan was built in the Shafi'i neighborhood of "Dardasht," near the Grand (Jameh) Mosque. The
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construction of this school, praised by Mafrukhi, was built withgreat dignity, including a large
minaret and a rich library (Mafroukhi, 1385: 181; Bandari, 2536: 262). This magnificent school
required funding, which was provided through estates and properties designated as endowments.
Although the reviewed sources donot mention the nature of these endowments, they were extensive
enough that their annual income was reached ten thousand dinars(Mafroukhi, 1385: 181).Since
Baghdad was considered as the capital of the Islamic world, it held great importance for Khwaja
Nizam al-Mulk. He establishedNizamiyya in this city in 457 AH. According to the deed of
endowmentof the mentioned school, it was dedicated to the Shafi'is and their teachings(lbn Jozi,
1412 AH: 304/16). There is limited information about the endowments of other Nizamiyya schools.
There was a Nizamiyya in the city of Merv, about which little information exists. Yaqut al-Hamawi
mentions a library in a school in Merv that was a valuable treasure and was part of KhwajaNizam
al-Mulk's endowments, which has beenlost due to the Mongol invasion (YaqutHamavi, 1995:
5/114). Also, the Nizamiyya in Balkh can be mentioned, though our limited information, pertains
only to its teachers, as has mentioned in the Shafi'i books(Sabki, Beta, 5/4-63; Snowy, 1422 AH:
1/97). The Nizamiyya school in Herat is another schoolthat Ali ibn Abdul Khaliq ibn Ziyad served
as a teacher and was responsible for managing its endowments on behalf of the Ghurids for a time
(Ibn Athir, 1371: 104/31). Institutions based on endowments also required plans to manage their
endowments to prevent them from being seized or trespassed over time and in the absence of the
endowers. Consequently, KhwajaNizam al-Mulkwere employed Shafi'i jurists to teach in the
Nizamiyya schools, who also were assisting in the managing and administrating of the schools and
their endowments.The administration of the Nizamiyyas always attempted to allocate the revenues
from the endowments according to the endowment and the objectives followed by the schools. Due
to the uniqueposition of Baghdad and the presence of various religions, KhwajaNizam al-
Mulkattempted to strengthen the foundations of the established endowments by involving the
prominent figures of Baghdad. As a result, the Nizamiyya could continue its activities more
effectively, allowingKhwajatobe more successful in implementing his policies. In the deed of
endowment of the Nizamiyya school in Baghdad, KhwajaNizam al-Mulkstipulated that the
properties endowed to the school must be allocated to the followers of the Shafi‘ireligion in both
fundamental and secondary matters, and all staff members of this school, including teachers,
preachers, librarians, Quran reciters, and Arabic grammar teachers, were required to beShafi'i to
benefit from the endowment shares which specified for them.From the total annual presents and
donations, eighteen thousand dinars were allocated to cover the expenses of that school(lbn Jozi,
1412 AH: 304/16).

The weakness of the Seljuk dynasty in the eastern half of Iran is one of the reasons for the decline
of cultural institutions such as schools in the cities. In the mid-sixth century AH, the Ghaznavids
raided the eastern borders of Khorasan. The city of Neishabour was one of the areas that was
damaged during the Ghaznavid attacks (Ibn Athir, 1371: 27/98). The Mongol invasion was another
external factor that led to the decline of the Nizamiyyas, as both the Nizamiyyas and their
endowments were severely damaged. As a result, the financial resources of the schools were
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diminished. TheNizamiyya in Merv and its endowments were damaged during the Mongol
invasion, and thereafter, it was no longer mentioned (YaqutHamavi, 1995: 5/114). The Nizamiyya
in Baghdad, which had become less active by the end of the Seljuk era, also declined in the first
half of the seventh century, coinciding with the decline of many endowments in Iran as a
consequence of the Mongol invasion. Due to the Mongol attack on Baghdad in 656 AH, the
endowments and the Nizamiyya, like many other components of the city, were damaged, and the
endowment markets were burned. This disruption affected the payment of salaries for the school’s
staffs and teachers and its administration until, in 670 AH, by the order of Ala al-Din Ata Malik
Juvayni, the market of Baghdad was rebuilt using the revenues from other endowments of the
school (Azavi, 1425 AH.: 1/304 and 307).Religious disputes in the cities were one of the factors
that led to the recession of the Nizamiyya endowments and ultimately the recession of the
Nizamiyya schools. In this regard, the Nizamiyya in Isfahan can be mentioned. In this city,
religious conflicts and the challengeswhich the Shafi'is faced after the murder of KhwajaNizam al-
Mulk, as well as the presence of the Ismailis in Isfahan and their actions against the Shafi'is, led to
the decline of this school(Kasai, 1363: 221-224 and 224; lbn Athir, 1371: 210/27).

The endowments of this school also began to diminish during these events. The costs of repairs,
maintenance, and student salaries in the Nizamiyyas depended on the endowments, and certainly,
the historical events of the mid-sixth century, which have been mentioned, along with the Mongol
invasion in the seventh century, led to the destruction of the endowments and ultimately the decline
of the school. When a school is built based on the perspective of a specific religious group, if that
group finds itself in a position of weakness during religious disputes, there is no guarantee for the
stability of ownership and the preservation of the school, nor for the endowments associated with
it. In the early eighth century, also, when lbn Battuta visited Isfahan, he noted that religious
conflicts had led to the destruction of the city, and on the other hand, he did not mention the
Nizamiyya or its endowments among the cultural and social centers of Isfahan, indicating its
decline, because it was insignificant that he did not mention it(Ibn Batuta, 1376: 1/246).The decline
of the political power of KhwajaNizam al-Mulk'’s family in the Seljuk ministry and the weakness
of the Seljuk dynastyresulted in the neglect the conditions in the endowment deedsof the Nizamiyya
schools. In the early seventh century, during the caliphate of Al-Nasir li-Din Allah, according to
the conditions of the deed of endowment, only Shafi'i individuals who adhered to the principles
and branches of that religion could be employed in the Nizamiyyah schools. However, in the
NizamiyyahSchool in Baghdad, an Alavitewas the librarian of the Nizamiyyah. (Hindushah ibn
Sanjar, 1357: 334). In 589 AH, the library of the Nizamiyyah school was destroyed by Caliph Al-
Nasir li-Din Allah (575-622 AH). (Ibn Atheer, 1371: 30/106) which indicates the instability of
endowment deed’s conditions of the Nizamiyyah in Baghdad. During the caliphate of Al-
Mustasim, the materials of the NizamiyyahSchool in Basra were also used to construct another
school. (Hindushah ibn Sanjar, 1357: 271) This situation may have been influenced by the absence
of Seljuk dynasty, the political decline of the Nizam al-Mulk family, and the instability of
endowment deed’s conditions."
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Conclusion

KhwajaNizam al-Mulk's cultural perspective led to the establishment of Nizamiyya schools. These
Nizamiyya schools, which required sustainable financial resources to advance KhwajaNizam al-
Mulk's cultural programs, became financially independent with the support of the endowment
institutions and endowments created by KhwajaNizam al-Mulk. The financial independence of the
Nizamiyya schools, relying on endowment, allowed them not only to meet their financial needs but
also follow their programs. However the Nizam al-Mulk family lost their position in the
bureaucratic system of the Seljuk era, the Nizamiyya schools continued their activities and
maintained their conditions thanks to the endowments and deed of the endowment established since
the time of KhwajaNizam al-Mulk. Even some schools, like the Nizamiyyain Baghdad, despite the
lack of political support, remained sustained thanks to the endowments for a long time after the fall
of the Seljuk dynasty and were renovated using their independent financial resources. This was
only possible due to the financial independence of the Nizamiyya schools and the extent of their
endowments. On the other hand, while the endowments contributed to the continuity and influence
of the Nizamiyya schools, the decline of endowment led to the inefficacy of these schools. The
decline of the endowment of the schools occurred under the influence of various factors. The
political conditions in the late Seljuk era and after the end of this dynasty disrupted the conditions
of the deeds of endowment. On one hand, attacks from Eastern tribes such as the Ghaznavids and
Mongols damaged the urban fabric and cultural institutions, including the endowments, which in
turn brought about the decline of the Nizamiyya schools. On the other hand, with the decline of the
Seljuk dynasty, urban conflicts among supporters of different religions intensified, which also
contributed to the decline of the Nizamiyya schools. After the end of the Seljuk dynasty and the
absence of the Nizam al-Mulk family, the deeds of endowment conditions were overlooked and
violated. Overall, the lack of political stability and support for the deeds of endowment conditions
led to the decline of the schools. Thus, it can be said that there is a reciprocal relationship between
endowment and the Nizamiyya schools: on one hand, endowment contributed to the formation and
flourishing of the Nizamiyya schools, while on the other hand, deficiencies in the endowment
mechanisms led to the decline of the Nizamiyya schools.
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