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Reaching a comprehensive understanding of the place of national identity
and self-awareness, as well as the patterns of governance and ways of
political thought of ancient Iranians, is an undeniable necessity in
understanding the rise and fall of Iran and the decline and revival of its
civilization over the millennia. While there is not much left from the political
writings of ancient Iran, such as Khodayname and Aein-name, one of the
valuable sources in reaching such an understanding are Zoroastrian religious
texts and writings, which at the same time contain valuable discussions and
references in the politics and political thinking of ancient Iran. One of these
writings is Denkard. Emphasizing on the third book of Denkard (DK3), in
this research we tried to get closer to the answer to the main question, what
is the position of "Iranianism™ in the t DK3 and what are the requirements of
proper governance in it? With an analytical-causal method and focusing on
the rereading of the DK3 and with a half-look at Machiavelli's instructions
about the homeland and politics, we came to the conclusion that Iranianism,
awareness of the Iranian identity and the need to protect it as a fundamental
value exist in this text. In DK3, in the direction of the prosperity and
authority of ancient Iran, the requirements of powerful and efficient
governance, and some secrets of expedient politics such as justice and
wisdom, valuable views have been presented that give a clear picture of the
details of ancient Iran political thought. Based on this, the reason for the
decline or revival of this intellectual system should be traced in the periods
after the fall of the Sassanids.
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1. Introduction

The ups and downs of Iranian civilization throughout history are considered to be the result of the
thoughts, beliefs and culture of the people and rulers of this country. From this point of view,
understanding the reason for the decline or thinking about the revival of Iranian identity and
civilization is tied to the understanding of those ancient ideas about Iran and its governance and
politics. In other words, reflection on today's Iran is not possible without critical thinking on the
history of Iranian thought and practice. Meanwhile, governance and political styles have been the
most influential domains in Iran's history and civilization. The way of looking at politics and the
nature of power and elements of politics have determined the fate of Iran. To understand these
ideas about Iran and politics among ancient Iranians, it is emphasized that one should return to its
original sources; Sources, many of which are often considered religious.

One of the important religious texts that seems to be important in the realm of political thought in
Iran, is “Denkard”. A part of the political thought of ancient Iranians, including their images about
Iran itself, power and politics, can be read in denkard. denkard has included 9 books in the final
compilation. The first and second books and the beginning of the third book have been lost over
the centuries. The third book of denkard (DK3) can be considered as one of the valuable and rich
sources in knowing the political thought of Iranians and their view on the concept of "lran".

With these preliminaries, considering the importance of understanding politics and the frameworks
of ancient Iranian political thought, and emphasizing the importance of the place of religious texts
in this field, focusing on the DK3, in this research we examine the major political concepts based
on expediency and national interests in denkard. We are trying to answer the main question: what
is the position of "lran" in the DK3 and what are the requirements of politics based on Iran's
expediency? We try to answer this question with an analytical-causal method and by focusing on
rereading the parts of the DK3 in the framework of Machiavelli's instructions about the country
and politics.

2. Research Methodology

With an analytical-causal method and focusing on rereading the DK3 in the framework of
Machiavelli's instructions about the country and politics, we try to answer the research questions.
Machiavelli is considered one of the first proponents and theoreticians of the idea of "political
expediency", which considers the state's expediency to be preferable to any matter, including moral
issues (Klosko, 2011: 44). public expediency is one of the central concepts of Machiavelli's
thought, and especially in the discussion of good governance, he places the public expediency at
the center and believes that "a wise legislator who considers the good of the public and not his good
and wants to serve his country not to his children and successors, he should try to gain unlimited
power" (Machiavelli, 2008: 65-66). In his collection of instructions in the books "Discourses" and
"The Prince", religion plays a central role in issues such as freedom, independence and unity of the
kingdom and the nation.

3. Discussion

Even though the DK3 is basically a religious text, it can be seen the manifestations of Iranianism,
including honoring Iranshahr and its stable elements. The twenty-eighth “karda” (section) of the
DK3 specifically mentions "inside and foreign elements of Iranshahr” and considers the three
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elements of Iranshahr's insiders to be "race, justice and the (ancient) religion of Mazda". He says
that "all types of non-Iranian customs, cults and religions are foreign or anti-lranshahr fragments",
and when Iranshahr has its fragments - Aryan justice and the religion of Mazda - it is a heavenly
place and everything that belongs to the evil spirit will be driven away from there. Iranshahr will
be decorated and beautiful and clean and full of happiness; Just like an organ that has reached
health and (stable) through all kinds of good stews that organize moderation™ (Denkard 111, 2002:
Vol. 1, pp.53). On the other hand, what may destroy and disturb Iranshahr is alien and non-Iranian.
In DK3, "the method of obtaining the kingdom "as well as his good and proper governance methods
and styles have been discussed. In Karda 37, by emphasizing the independence of opinion and
wisdom, the municipalities are classified. The supreme king is the one who, in commanding the
country, commands his servants only with his decrees (xwad madayan) and based on his divine
power and art, in other words, he has subordinates as tools under his command" (Denkard 111, 2002:
Vol. 1, p. 66). The next and lower levels of kings are those who obey the servants of the court like
tools.

In karda 133, twenty-one virtues are listed as "the most profitable arts” that should be in the king,
and if they are in the king, "their goodness will reach the masses much more". Many of these
qualities and virtues are based on wisdom, such as good wisdom, "stable vote" or stability of
opinion, foresight, cooperation between the citizens and the ruler, always remembering that the
kingdom is transitory, valuing the arts, having a good character, benevolence and Mercy to the
people and to the servants, which causes people to obey, kindness, wish for good luck, preventing
fear from oneself and all people, honoring the worthy (Denkard 111, 2005, vol. 2: pp.71-72).
Regarding meritocracy, in Karda 133, "Choosing experienced commanders™ is mentioned as one
of the virtues of the king, and its benefit is the development and benefit of everyone. "Because due
to the selection of experienced commanders, everyone's benefits will be properly allocated, (and
from this allocation) prosperity and goodness and the profit of the civil servants will come”
(Denkard 111, 2005: Vol. 2, pp.71-72). It seems that the author of denkard is a political thinker and
a realist who has understood the relationship between cooperation, prosperity and politics. The
author is aware of the fundamental position of meritocracy, as it was emphasized in the Ahd e
Ardeshir (Ardeshir Babkan, 1996, pp.79-81) and Tansar's letter (Tansar,1975: 66-67).

Against the virtues of a good king, the vices of a tyrannical government that should be avoided are
also mentioned in parts of the DK3. According to Karda 202, among the misdeeds of the kingdom
are: pushing back the Iranian ritual, ignoring the Farah of 1zadi (God), putting the courthouse out
of business, polluting the waters, harassing and killing cattle unnecessarily, the prevalence race
mixing, the instability of covenants, taking over the subjugation and Subjugation of races (Denkard
I11, 2005, vol. 2). In enumerating the special functions of the ruler and in mentioning these
inadequacies, what stands out most of all is the criterion of prosperity and harmony in the work of
the government and the people. A prince and a ruler should be a lover of the people and a bearer
of their sorrows at all times. In Korda 163, philanthropy and loving all people is said to be "the
most Zoroastrian trait"; It means that the most desirable behavior and the most basic function of
every human being is to be kind to others. This philanthropy includes everyone; Co-religionists
and non-religionists, Iranians and non-Iranians, and other people of whatever class they may be
(Denkard 111, 2005, Vol. 2, pp.211-212).
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4. Conclusion

One of the foundations of understanding Iranian political thought before Islam should be seen in
religious texts. Religion and politics, religious men and politicians and religious and political
writings have simultaneously determined politics and social affairs and governance. In this
research, we examined the DK3 in the framework of Machiavelli's opinions and his fundamental
ideas about expediency, power, nationalism and politics.

Apart from the theological content and the principles of Zoroastrian religion, many sections and
topics of this book are political and related to practical wisdom and its categories. The insiders and
outsiders of Iranshahr, the relationship between religion and politics, social classes, the way of
kingship and rulership, etc. are discussed in this book. The DK3 provides clear evidence of
Iranianism and Iran-friendliness and the national consciousness of Iranians in the text of their
religious identity. Behind the zoroastrian concerns of the authors of the book, Iranshahr's security,
splendor, settlement and prosperity are always considered. In the DKS3, national awareness,
awareness of Iranian identity and respect for it is evident.

In line with this Iranianism, in the DK3, politics and decent political system, the definition and its
elements and characteristics are also mentioned. The right king for Iranshahr and its people is a
righteous, religious, populist and rational king. These qualities of a worthy king show a realistic
view of politics, expediency, rationalism and Iranianism in denkard.
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