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One of the cultural manifestations and civilization of human societies
are the calendars that have been created and spread among them. In
addition to being a sign of social order and discipline, calendars; It is
also a sign of their culture and worldview. Iranian society has faced
various ups and downs in its historical course in terms of cultural and
civilizational background and historical need for discipline in
governance and social culture. Among these are the Iranian and Shia
calendars, which were created by two different cultures with two
different views and approaches. The Iranian Gahnameh was
influenced by the Zoroastrian religion of Iran before Islam and Shia
piety was also influenced by the new religion. Examining these two
types of calendars enables a better historical-cultural judgment
regarding the encounter between these two cultures. The main
question in this article is what was the cultural and temporal content,
similarities and differences of these two types of calendars? Both the
Iranian-Yazdgerdi calendar and the Shia-Imami calendar are the heirs
of their predecessors. But these calendars are related to lIran's
geography in terms of content. Backgrounds, factors and political
pressure from the government have been effective in the name and
content of the calendars, and the colorful and significant cultural
content of each has been tied to the political, religious, moral and
emotional approach. Happy days in both calendars are much more
colorful than sad days. However, the Iranian calendar is a numerical
and quantitative calendar, but the Shiite calendars are intuitive and
qualitative calendars
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1. Introduction

Every culture has certain days and occasions that are of great importance in preserving the
historical integrity and intellectual-cultural dynamism of a nation. Calendars are one of the symbols
and cultural achievements of nations that, in addition to numerical data, have a great impact on
societies in preserving this intellectual and cultural heritage, giving it flow, how to give meaning
to life, and considering the creation and induction of a special kind of view on days, months, and
years. Therefore, cultural history research related to calendars always illuminates a wide range of
aspects of their heritage. In Iranian civilization, the chronological history of Iranians is divided into
before the arrival of Islam and after it. Before the arrival of Islam, the ancient solar calendar was
official, and after the arrival of Islam, while maintaining the ancient tradition and improving
calculations, efforts were gradually made to improve and strengthen it until, during the period of
the most powerful Seljuk ruler -Malikshah Seljuk (d. 485 AH) - and under the supervision of the
sage Omar Khayyam (d. 510 AH), the Iranian calendar reached its perfection in terms of time
accuracy.

2. Research method

The data of the present research has been collected by library method. The tools of information
collection have been written sources, receipts, databases, computer networks and the like. An
attempt has been made to examine and analyze the similarities and differences between the two
types of Iranian and Shiite calendars in terms of the way they look at the number of times and the
content of the calendar by describing and analyzing the calendar data. In the parts where there is
significant and documented information, the analysis and explanation of the data will be based on
them, and in the parts where the documents and evidence are insufficient, the events will be
reconstructed and explained by using the structuralist method and using general knowledge of the
cultural, social, political and economic structure, etc. of Iranian society and Islamic teachings.

3. Discussion

Iranian culture and civilization is a flourishing and effective civilization with a capacity for
intellectual and experiential richness with a thousand-year-old foundation that faced the disruption
of cultural relations and structure after the fall of the Sassanid state, faced a historical challenge
and faced the bad cultural policies of the Arab conquerors in confronting Iranian culture and
society.

Iranians, out of necessity and in order to preserve and restore their cultural authority and identity,
and to escape the humiliation of newcomers and the hope of returning to their former position and
glory, used various methods such as cultivating scientists, writing books, promoting and teaching
music, being in the circle of rulers, and using identity recording tools such as calendars. On the
other hand, the internal conflict of the Arab conquerors over the succession that led to the
emergence of Islamic religions after the death of the Holy Prophet (PBUH), led to the efforts of
the masters of these religions to introduce their identity in various formats, including the use of
calendars to consolidate this identity. The presence of this new society in the cultural geography of
Iranians led to a two-way encounter and cultural influence and impact that, despite extensive
research, has neglected, unknown or little-known components and periods. Hence, there are many
grounds for this type of studies and research with a comparative and comparative approach.
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Especially in the field of cultural history, which is a new science, the necessity of addressing these
issues is twofold. The lack of comparative studies between the intellectual-cultural contents and
symbols of Iranians and other societies, such as the Iranian calendar and religious calendars, is one
of these shortcomings that this research has attempted to address. Therefore, studying religious
calendars, including Shiite calendars created by Shiite elites, and comparing them with the Iranian
calendar, which is another type of calendar in history, is a necessity for us Iranians, who are both
heirs to Iranian and Shiite culture, which will lead to a better understanding of Iranian culture,
Shiite culture, the type of perspective presented in these calendars, and how to model the spiritual
content of these calendars.

Also, studying the Shiite calendar is important for us Iranians from another perspective, because
these calendars and their contents have been factors in the spread of Shiism in Iran. Especially in
times when the government and political management of society were in the hands of Shiite
Iranians. Therefore, understanding and comparing them helps to better understand the factors of
Shiism's influence and spread and how it entered and established itself in Iran.

4. Conclusion
Comparative study of these two calendars shows that these two calendars have differences and
similarities in temporal and cultural content.

<+ The similarities between these two calendars can be summarized in the following:
1. Both calendars are dependent on and have relied on the calendars that preceded them.
2. Both calendars have a calendar form and shape in terms of time.
3. In both, there is calendar calculation (although with intensity and weakness). In the Yazdgerdi
calendar, it is more focused, and in the Masar al-Shi’a, only the beginning of the month is discussed,
and when the months end, the year also ends.
4. Both calendars have colorful and significant cultural materials and content, and both have
cultural content.
5. The need to preserve the cultural identity and manage the target community is seen in both
calendars.
6. There is a political, religious, moral and emotional approach in both calendars.
7. Contexts, factors, and political pressure from the government have been effective in the names
and content of the calendars.
8. Both have been produced in the geographical territory of Iran.
9. Both have existed in the cultural geography of Iran.
10. There is a supernatural perspective in both.
11. There are days of sadness and happiness in both calendars.
12. Happy days in both calendars are much more numerous and more vivid than days of sadness.

¢ The differences between the two calendars in terms of time theme and cultural theme

can be summarized as follows:

1. The Yazdgerdi calendar is an astronomical and solar calendar, but the Masar al-Shi’a calendar
is a lunar calendar and relies on the movement of the moon.
2. The Yazdgerdi calendar has a precise time theme, and in it the divisions of time: year, month,
week, week, day and night... and leap years are seriously taken into account, but these things do
not exist in the Masar al-Shi’a.
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3. The beginning of the month in the calendar is based on the end of the number of days; but in the
Shiite calendar, the beginning of the month is based on the rising of the moon in the sky and its
observation, and the end and beginning of the year were measured in the same way. In other words,
the Iranian calendar is a numerical and quantitative calendar, but the Shiite calendar is an intuitive
and qualitative calendar.

4. Days of celebration and joy or sorrow occur earlier in terms of period in the Shiite calendar,
which is lunar, but in the Iranian calendar, attention was paid to their stability and unchanging.

5. The Iranian calendar paid attention to the theme with a civilizational perspective and
civilizational needs, but in the Shiite calendar, it dealt with the theme with a political-religious
perspective and a theological approach.

6. In the Shiite calendar, the description of historical events is clearly visible and has historical
implications, but in the Iranian calendar, these cases are very pale and insignificant.

7. Happy and sad days in the Yazdgerdi calendar are considered socially, but this aspect is not
emphasized in the Shiite calendar.

8. The Iranian calendar was compiled with a civilizational perspective and a combination of a
worldly and a transcendental perspective to respond to the two needs of a civilized society, to meet
the computational needs such as calculating tax periods, agriculture, etc., and religious-cultural
needs. But the Shiite calendar has sought to respond to the religious and intellectual needs of the
Shiite community only with a religious perspective and a transcendental (divine) perspective.

9. Happy times in the Iranian calendar are derived from the Iranian worldview and civilization,
especially agriculture, which is manifested in the celebrations of Mehregan, Yalda, Nowruz, etc.,
but in the Shiite calendars, they are derived from the religious worldview and the notes of the
leaders, important Shiite days and a manifestation of differences with other Islamic sects.
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