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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Unlike the Sassanids, the Parthians were apparently not Zoroastrians and adhered to the Mithraic
religion. Therefore, the Sassanids, who were great preservers of the Zoroastrian faith, attempted to erase
the ideas and representations of Mithraism of the Parthian era from the text of the Wahman Yasn (a
text fundamentally associated with the Parthians). One of these representations appears to be
“Syawax§-e Bami” (Radiant Syawaxs), and in his place, they inserted a figure completely aligned with
the Zoroastrian faith and of their own lineage, namely P&Syotan, son of Wistasp.

Methodology

In this research, the author employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine how and why
Zoroastrians have substituted Gayomard for Mithra and Jam in the text of the Wahman Yasn.
Subsequently, the author will compare Syawax$ (who also possesses the characteristics of the first
human) to Mithra and Jam in four areas: mediation between good and evil, solar attributes, spatial
correspondence, and his role in the resurrection. After presenting these similarities between Syawaxs
and his transformed counterpart, Kayxusraw, and Mithra and Jam, particularly in the matter of
resurrection, the author will address the question of why Syawax§ of Bam should be considered the
eschatological savior in the text of the Wahman Yasn. Finally, the author will discuss the reasons why
the Sassanian Zoroastrians chose P&Syotan, instead of Syawaxs, in the current corrupted version of the
Zand t Wahman Yasn.

Discussion

We know there was a significant religious and political conflict between the Sassanids and the
Parthians. This led the Sassanids to erase Parthian elements from texts and narratives and replace them
with those that aligned with their own religious and political beliefs. It seems that in the text like
WahmanYasn, which was founded during the Parthian era (according to Adi, this text belongs to a
period when a foreigner ruled Iran, and he sees foreign dominance over Iran in the Parthian era),
Pesytan, the son of the Zoroastrian — supporting Wistasp and brother of the Zoroastrian jihadist
Spandyad, has been made the successor of the Parthian era savior, Syawaxs. It is well known that
unlike the Sassanids, the Parthians were not Zoroastrians. The god Mithra was their supreme deity,
and Mithraism was the prevalent religion among them. Therefore, the Sassanids, who championed
Zoroastrianism, sought to eliminate the Mithraic ideas and their manifestations from the Zand 1
Wahman Yasn. Thus, although the text mentions the shelter that Jam built, little importance is given to
Jam himself because the Zoroastrians had replaced Gayomard as the first human, succeeding the
Mithraic Jam. Additionally, as it is seen as an imitation of the sacrifice of the cow by Mithra and later
by Jam, the story of the sacrifice of the Hadidos cow by SoSyans is removed from the text. More
importantly, Syawaxs§ of Bami, who is a blend of the attributes of the god Mithra and Jam (all three
mediate between good and evil, are solar figures, have similar spatial characteristics, and experience
resurrection), and more specifically, the embodied Mithra of the Parthian era and an ancestor of the
Parthians, is removed from the Zand © Wahman Yasn in the Sassanian era and replaced by P&Syotan,
one of the Sassanian ancestors.

In response to the question of why Syawaxs should be considered the savior in the Parthian Wahman
Yasn rather than P&Syotan, we can argue the following: Syawaxs's epithet "Bami" means "shining,
glorious, and eastern," reminiscent of the God Mithra, which the Sassanids seemingly transferred to
Pesyotan. The builder of the Kangdiz, which was modeled after the Mithraic Jam and from which
Pesyotan will emerge in the end times, was Syawax$ of Bami. The Sassanian choice of PeéSyotan (one
of their own ancestors) as the savior was a reaction to the selection of Syawaxs, who was considered
an ancestor of the Parthians. In the Zand © Wahman Yasn, alongside Alexander the great, Afrasyag is
also mentioned as an enemy of the Iranians. It is obvious that the Parthianswere the ones who opposed
Alexander. No one is more closely associated with Afrasyag than Syawax$. Consequently, it is
reasonable that the Parthians drew on the mythological figure of Syawax§ as a model for their
resistance against enemies. Unlike Zoroastrian texts, works like Menog 7 xrad and Vizidagiha ©
Zadisparam, which are influenced by non- Zoroastrian beliefs, do not assign a significant role to
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pesyotan in end-time scenarios. Moreover, in a text closely resembling Zand i Wahman Yasn, titled
Akhar-e Hezareh, P&Syotan is hardly mentioned.

Based on the foregoing, it can be concluded that the hero of the Wahman Yasn as it existed in the
Parthian period was Syawaxs. He was a savior (Boxtar) who, like the god Mithra who emerges from a
rock and like Jam who rises from his subterranean abode at the end of time, emerges from the east (the
abode of Mithra) from within the Kangdiz fortress and restores order to Iranian kingship, which had
been under foreign rule, and restores Iranian power and religion. However, with the change of
discourse from the Parthian period, what belonged to Syawaxs in the Wahman Yasn, namely the
epithet Bam1 and his Kangdiz fortress, were taken and given to P&Syotan, one of the sons of Wistasp.
The meaning of the name Pe&Sydtan, which means "he who has lost his body," could have been a
suitable choice from the perspective of those who selected this person as a savior, instead of Syawaxs
who had also lost his body and suffered.

Conclusion

Since Syawaxs$, according to some narratives, is introduced as the ancestor of the Parthians and shares
many similarities with the deity Mithra and a Mithraic figure, Jam, it can be deduced that he was the
savior of the end times in the Parthian text of the Wahman Yasn. In this text, alongside Alexander,
whom the Parthians are considered the enemy of his successors, Afrasyag is also mentioned. It is
natural to recall Syawax§ in opposition to this character. Furthermore, in this text, Syawaxs’s title
"Bami" (Radiant) is attributed to P&Syotan, and Syawaxs’s Kangdiz, considered a replica of Jamshid's
Var and the residing abode of Mithra and Jam, is seen as the location of P&Syotan's resurrection at the
end of the world. In this text, Mithraic representations (such as the name Jam, the sacrifice of the bull
Hadayds by So6sans, which is regarded as a replica of the bull-sacrifice by Mithra and Jam, etc.) have
also been erased, indicating tampering with the text. Therefore, it can be concluded that Syawaxs, who
is a blend of Mithra and Jam, was the Boxtar (Savior) of the Wahman Yasn text. Due to political and
religious motives, he was pushed aside by the Sassanids, and P&Syotan, who does not hold much
prominence in untampered texts, was placed in this eschatological text in his stead.
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