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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The tomb of Shah Ismail I, which is also known as the Dome of Shah Ismail, is located in the
empty space between the tombs of Mohi al-din Mohammad and Sheikh Safi al-din Ardabili
(Ghafari and Salahi, 2017: 40 and 41). The outer space of the tomb is in the form of a
cylindrical tower on which a small dome is built. The details of the interior space are such that
the entrance to the tomb is located on the right side of the royal space of Sheikh Safi al-din
complex (Yousefi and Tavousi, 2013: 21). The roof of the building is covered with a short
two-faced brick dome. The dome is located on the filposh and four crossed arches that are
placed from the edge of each skange to the edge of the other skange. The upper part of the
tomb consists of a brick cylinder that was improperly built on a brick base whose sides were
irregular (Yousefi and Tavousi, 2013: 21). This tomb is not only unique in terms of
architecture; Rather, its artistic arrays are among the most beautiful decorations in Iran
(Yousefi, 2010: 148). According to the conservation and restoration operations of the building
in recent years, valuable information was obtained regarding the architectural structure and
the process of shaping the building, which can provide a clear answer to the questions and
disagreements among the researchers regarding the history of the building and its architectural
changes.

Methodology

The research method in this research is descriptive-analytical and interpretive and the method
of gathering information is mainly based on library studies including the study of travelogues,
archival documents and research done in connection with this building and a series of video
films, and field studies (implementation of restoration and protection projects in the building).

Discussion

After the preliminary examination of the tomb of Shah Ismail I, it was found that the building
did not have the original form and identity of a tomb, and it was built according to the sanctity
of the existing space (located next to the tomb of Sheikh Safi). Based on the architectural
evidence and the history of the development of Sheikh Safi al-din Ardabili's tomb complex,
the argument is that the dome of the tomb of Mohi al-din Mohammad, the son of the Sheikh,
was built first, and after the death of the Sheikh, the dome of Allah-Allah was built over the
tomb of the Sheikh. In later periods, in order to create a common entrance and guide the
pilgrims to the tomb, the royal space named as Shah-Neshin is used as a connecting link
between the shrine and the dome of God. So, according to the evidence presented, the
common wall of the corridor of the shrine and Shah Ismail's tomb with the northwest wall of
the shrine lacks fasteners from the bottom. In addition, the entrance space of the shrine
building used to have an entrance door from the Chinese-house side, which was blocked in
later periods. After the death of Shah Ismail and his burial in the deserted space between the
Dome of Allah and the Haramkhana, which used to be the burial place of the Sheikh's family
and disciples or princes, the tomb was enclosed by an additional wall in a part of the
northwest and southwest sides of the space. In the figure below (Plan 2), the stages of
formation and construction of Mohi-al-din Mohammad's tomb, Sheikh Safi's tomb and the
implementation of the additional wall of Shah Ismail's dome in Sheikh Safi-al-din Ardabili
collection are shown with a red arrow.

In the transformation of the architectural form of Shah Ismail's dome from quadrangular to
octagonal and circular and being involved with the wall of the shrine, which is attached to it
as an additional space, there are inhomogeneities in the building that require the study of the
evolution and formation of the tomb and the dome. According to the impressions made, it was
determined that this building has three plans in different height codes: the ground floor plan is
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square, the plan on the ground floor is octagonal, and the top floor plan is circular and a dome
is placed on it.

Conclusion

According to the archaeological documents and evidence presented and contrary to the
opinion of most researchers, this building does not have a continuous and integrated plan with
the shrine and it can be said clearly; The space of Shah Ismail's tomb is an annexed and
independent building, almost square, which was built with the help of side walls.
Developments such as the southwest wall of the mausoleum, which is connected to the body
of the northeast side of the shrine, and the corner of the inner wall of the mausoleum in the
northeast side of the mausoleum inside the dome (between the second and third cover) can
also be seen and indicate the annexation and independence of the building. This building has
three plans and a three-faced brick dome in different height codes. The type of arch used in
the dome of this tomb is Patupa shamrock type and has an avgon, which is almost a
continuation of the shape of the domes of the Ilkhanid period, with the difference that its
sharpness is slightly reduced. The size and shape of the dome of Shah Ismail's tomb is small
and relatively simple considering the importance of the prominent figure and the position of
Shah Ismail I as the founder of the Safavid government in Iran. Due to the presence of
important tombs on both sides (Allah-Allah and Mohi-al-din Mohammad), it was not possible
to build a bigger dome that would also take into account its architectural and geometrical
proportions.
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