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Seljuk period scripts on metal vessels change based on script analysis during the

Safavid period. Seljuk and Safavid periods? This study aims to compare the art of

engraving scripts in the Seljuk and Safavid periods on metal vessels
available in mentioned museums, focusing on inscriptions and script
types.

Finding and Conclusion: In the Seljuk period, inscriptions on
metal vessels were mainly adorned with decorative Kufic script,
flowers, leaves, and sometimes human faces, intensifying their
visual and aesthetic appeal. In the Safavid period, inscriptions were
elegantly engraved in various styles of Persian script (such as
Thuluth, Naskh, Raga’, and Shekasteh Nastaliq). Beautiful poems
were presented surrounded by Toranj motifs on the metal part of the
vessel. In addition to scripting, the art of calligraphy has found a
decorative role and even carries a meaning beyond that: mystical
and romantic aspects with an increased spiritual facet.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

By studying available sources, it seems that during the Seljuk period, the art of calligraphy
appeared more than ever in metalwork as various industries-including metalwork-flourished.
In addition to daily use, metal vessels are also used as gifts to elders and even exported to
other countries. One of the fascinating aspects of studying metalworking art is the status of
script engraving on metal vessels. Using the script, engraving the Kufic script, turning it into
complex embellishing forms on metal plates, and inlaying them with gold and silver during
the Seljuk period added decorative aspects to this art. The art of calligraphy and engraving
letters on metal vessels during the Seljuk period made significant progress, starting from a
strong foundation and ultimately achieving prosperity. During the Safavid period, the art of
metalworking became more delicate and refined. Stunning and luxurious vessels were made
by combining hard metal with soft porcelain. In the Safavid era, this artistic aspect intensified
and flourished with changes in calligraphy. Engraving scripts on metal vessels became
customary decoration, and inscriptions shifted from Arabic and Kufi script to Persian. These
decorations are unique from an aesthetic point of view because, in addition to beauty, they
convey the culture, civilization, and customs of their time to other eras. The article studies 20
metal vessels from the Seljuk and Safavid eras housed in the National Museum of Iran,
Metropolitan, Victoria and Albert, Britain, Boston, and Hermitage museums. The calligraphy
on these vessels displays the manufacturing date, the creator and customer's name, the
significant events of that period, prayer themes, and the artist's titles.

Methodology

The research method is historical-analytical and qualitative. The data collection methods
include the library method and online data collection. For this research, a total of twenty metal
vessels, including ten from the Seljuk period (one tray and nine ibrik with calligraphy scripts)
and ten teapots from the Safavid period, housed in various museums, including the National
Museums of Iran, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the Victoria and Albert
Museum in London, the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, and the State Hermitage Museum in
St. Petersburg, were purposefully selected. The calligraphic parts of the vessels are enlarged
in the KRITA software. The type and content of the calligraphy are recorded in a table with a
linear analysis. We interviewed and consulted the calligraphic artists to identify the script type
and content of the inscription, and then we listed their names in the table.

Discussion

Most researchers and orientalists have focused the Khorasan and Mosul schools on Seljuk
metalwork, which became the foundation for metalworking schools in other Islamic lands.
According to Will Durant, during the Seljuk period, carving and fine arts evolved; delicate
decorative motifs were commonly found on items used for serving guests, such as tables,
trays, and pitchers (jugs). Pitchers were widely used for carrying water and other liquids
during this time. Engraving decorative motifs and Kufic script on metal, known as the
"Khorasan metalwork style,” was one of the most unique and prominent arts of "The Great
Khorasan" that flourished in the Seljuk period. This style's main features include inscriptions
in the Kufic script, animal figures with gold and silver inlaid backgrounds, and frames in
which harpists and griffins are carved. Researchers consider the Safavid period to be the
golden age of Iranian art. The art of metalworking in this period continued the methods and
techniques of previous periods but with a new form, identity, and materials, such as "steel."
Elements like the Shia religion, Sufism, mysticism, and national identity influenced this.
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Conclusion

Inscriptions on metal vessels in the Seljuk period mainly featured decorative Kufic script
adorned with flowers, leaves, and occasionally human faces and heads, enhancing their visual
and aesthetic appeals. During the Safavid period, inscriptions in Persian script of various
types (Thulhut, Naskh, Raga’, and Shekasteh Nastalig) were elegantly engraved on the metal
part of the vessels. These inscriptions often featured beautiful poems surrounded by Toranj
motifs, reflecting most Iranian people’s religious beliefs, so the engraving of the names of
God (or Rahman or Rahim) appeared in the inscriptions and the surface of the metals. During
this period, teapots, pitchers, and rose-water sprinklers were commonly used in religious
ceremonies. These items were typically made of a combination of metal, porcelain, and
ceramic, with the upper half being metal and the lower half being made of porcelain and
ceramic. They were used to serve water and drink mixes to people participating in religious
rituals. These inscriptions enliven the memory of Imam Hussain (AS) in religious ceremonies.
The inscriptions were engraved with literary, mythological, epic, prayer, religious, and praise
of the Athar imams. Calligraphic inscriptions with Persian poetry are adorned with geometric
and Toranj motifs, creating a protective frame that separates the poems from other parts of the
vessels. The harmonious blend of scripts, diverse shadings, the color of the metal that has
changed by heating, the unique shapes of the vessels, and their relationship stimulate the
human sense of aesthetics. In addition to scripts, the art of calligraphy also has a decorative
role and even carries a meaning beyond that: mystical and romantic aspects with an increased
spiritual facet. In Iran, this lasting art is engraved on metal as a decorative element, which has
historiography importance and signifies Persian culture, literature, and language.
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