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Purpose: Nagali scrolls are a written form of Iranian folk epic narratives,
primarily transcribed during the Safavid and Qajar eras, although the
original narratives predate Islam. Despite their pre-Islamic origins, scribes
incorporated a significant amount of Islamic culture into these narratives.
Method and Research: This study extracts and categorizes the Islamic
culture present in the Nagali scroll known as the Shahnameh of Seven
Armies. The scroll was chosen for its comprehensiveness in recounting
numerous epic narratives and its prominence in being influenced by
Islamic themes.

Findings and Conclusions: The research findings reveal that Islamic
culture manifests in this scroll in several ways: connecting these narratives
to the stories of prophets, incorporating Arabic-Islamic phrases into the
characters' speech, embedding Shi‘a Islamic ideas within the narratives,
and portraying some characters as Muslims or converting to Islam. Based
on this examination, it is evident that the narrator considered pre-Islamic
Iranians to be Muslims and their army to be the army of Islam. Iranian
characters spread Islam and call their enemies to Islam in their battles, and
many of the demons convert to Islam in their fight against the Iranians.
The characters of the stories are always mindful of God and never forget
to supplicate and lament to Him. The narrator and storyteller of this scroll
has theorized and Islamicized narratives that belong to pre-Islamic eras.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Nagali scrolls are a form of Iranian epic narratives that are characterized by their folk style,
their transcription primarily during the Safavid and Qajar periods, and their detailed and
elaborated retelling of many lIranian epic narratives. Alongside Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and
post-Shahnameh epic verse narratives, Nagali scrolls represent a captivating and significant
component of Iranian epics, and scholars have recently paid particular attention to this literary
genre.

In Persian, "toomar" refers to a rolled-up scroll of paper or a lengthy letter. This word has
Greek origins. Nagali scrolls were often poorly written and inaccurate transcripts compiled by
narrators and storytellers with limited literacy. Complete scrolls typically encompass the
entire Shahnameh, from the beginning to the story of Bahman. In addition to Shahnameh
narratives, stories about figures like Garshasp, Sam, Jahangir, Faramarz, Borzu, and others are
also recounted in the scrolls.

Nagali reached its zenith during the Safavid era. Religious scholars of that time condemned
storytellers and even raised the possibility of their practice being haram (forbidden). For
instance, Allameh Majlesi and Seyyed Nematollah Jazayeri both denounced nagali and
storytelling. This opposition may have prompted narrators to seek ways to remove the stigma
of impermissibility from nagali and storytelling and integrate Semitic and Islamic themes into
national-heroic narratives. They aimed to diminish the "Magian hue" of nagali in the eyes of
religious scholars and thereby legitimize their art. Consequently, narrators employed various
methods and justifications to incorporate Islamic themes into scrolls whose original narratives
predated Islam.

Methodology

Nagali scrolls can be found in written form in academic institutions and archives. Therefore,
this study, which aims to critically analyze the content of these documents, is descriptive-
analytical and has been prepared using a library method.

Discussion

In this essay, we have selected the Shahnameh of Seven Armies scroll, one of the Naqali
scrolls, to examine the themes and manifestations of Islamic culture in it.

There are several reasons for choosing this text: First, this scroll is among the comprehensive
scrolls; to explain, a comprehensive scroll is one that narrates multiple epic narratives and is
not limited to a specific epic character and covers the entire Shahnameh from the beginning to
the end of Bahman's story; therefore, choosing a comprehensive scroll has more credibility
and validity and will result in more comprehensive and accurate results. The second reason is
that this scroll is one of the latest identified scrolls that has been printed by the editors, and for
this reason, little research has been done on it. The next reason is the wide reflection of
narratives that have an Islamic hue in this text.

Nagali scrolls are a literary genre that was transcribed during the Safavid and Qajar periods.
However, the origins of the narratives in these scrolls, whether in oral form or as works with
very ancient sources, predate the Islamic era. Despite this, the narratives of the scrolls are
strongly influenced by Islamic and Quranic principles, to the point that Islamic themes can be
observed throughout the scrolls. These themes are manifested in the Shahnameh of Seven
Armies scroll in several ways:
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o Framing narratives in an Islamic context: In the scrolls, Iranians are both Muslims and
strive to spread Islam. They cause their enemies, both human and demon, to convert to
Islam after being defeated. The Iranian army in this scroll is introduced as the army of
Islam. Framing pre-Islamic narratives in an Islamic context does not lead to
contradictions; because Nagali scrolls are a literary genre, and the language of
literature is not compatible with known logic, and we should not seek historical
certainties to discover the truth and falsehood of literary propositions.

« Establishing a connection between the stories of the prophets and the narratives of
naqali: The prophets are present in the narratives of the scrolls; sometimes this
presence is a temporal presence, and sometimes the characters of the scrolls seek help
from the prophets in the form of true dreams. The names of prophets such as Solomon,
Hud, Seth, etc. are mentioned in the Shahnameh of Seven Armies scroll. The presence
of the prophets of Bani Israel is more special in this scroll; especially the presence of
Prophet Solomon. Perhaps this happened because of his powerful reign and his control
over the forces of nature and demons.

e The existence of Islamic-Shi'a narratives: One of the important Muslim characters in
the scrolls is Imam Ali , for whom they attribute a bravery superior to that of Rostam
and his descendants. The scrolls give good news of the appearance of Imam Ali (as) in
later periods. Also in the Shahnameh of Seven Armies scroll, there is talk of Imam
Mahdi .

o The existence of Arabic-Islamic phrases: Many Arabic-Islamic terms and expressions
such as "Be'onellah”, "Bismillah”, "Inshaallah”, "Inna lelah wa Inna ilaihe raji'un”, etc.
are spoken by the characters of the scrolls.

In this essay, we have examined the manifestations of Islamic culture in the Shahnameh of
Seven Armies scroll, and categorized these themes in detail along with their various
evidences; a topic that was only briefly mentioned in all previous research.

Conclusion

The Shahnameh of Seven Armies scroll serves as a testament to the intermingling of pre-
Islamic and Islamic cultures in Iranian storytelling traditions. The scroll's narrator, by
incorporating Islamic elements into the pre-Islamic narrative framework, aimed to legitimize
the stories, enhance their appeal to a Muslim audience, and position them within the broader
context of Islamic history and thought.
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