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Belief in Limiya as one of the branches of Occult sciences has always
Atrticle type: existed throughout history and has a special place in the cultural
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heritage of societies. Throughout history, women have been one of the
main actors of Limiya and according to the educational role they
had,they have passed it on to the next generation.In the society of the
Safavid era,women used various types of limiya, especially charms
and amulets,to fulfill their social role and to achieve their goals and
desires.This research seeks to find the answer to the question:What
was the function of Limiya among the women of the Safavid era and
what factors caused the women of this era to turn to Limiya and
Limiya brokers? The findings of this research, which was carried out
with the descriptive-analytical method and the use of library
resources,indicated that the women of the Safavid era were faced with
a series of events and experiences different from the experience of men
along with their roles.In the social stratification of the Safavid
era,women were under the influence of the hegemonic values of the
patriarchal system, and their position depended on being assigned to
men. Gender discrimination and the prevalence of polygamy in the
Safavid society and the wifely and maternal functions of women in the
position of a woman made them face personal and social crises and
because they did not know scientific, logical and conventional
solutions to get out of them,they did not know extraordinary
things,including Limiya for They resorted to solving their own
problems.
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1. Introduction

Occult Sciences have a long history in history and are as old as the presence of mankind on earth.
As there is no culture and ritual that does not have the background of foreign sciences. Iranians
have been familiar with these sciences for a long time. The combination of the power of magic and
healing, prophesying among the Mughans, Zoroaster's battle with magicians, the presence of
amulets and charms and charm breakers in the Avesta are examples of the importance of these
sciences in ancient Iran.

After the arrival of Islam in Iran, the ancient teachings about foreign sciences were not completely
rejected by the new religion, and these sciences continued to exist in a peaceful relationship with
religion. With the invasion of different nations and especially after the devastating attack of the
Mongols, the trend towards foreign sciences increased due to the frustration caused by the conquest
of foreign nations and shamanic and Mongolian traditions, and its superstitious aspects were added
and reached the Safavid era as a legacy.

Occult Sciences in its various forms, including Limiya, have continued to exist as a social heritage
until today and have been institutionalized in the mentality of people in society and popular culture.
Women are the main users of strange sciences, and their educational role in the society makes it
necessary to investigate the reasons for their acceptance of such sciences in different historical
periods.

The Safavid era as the beginning of a new period in the history of Iran has been studied from
different angles, but it has been less discussed in the field of foreign sciences. In this article, women
of the Safavid era and the reasons for their tendency to the science of Limiya as one of the branches
of foreign sciences have been investigated.

Considering the religious ideology of the Safavids and the inherent conflict between religion and
some branches of foreign sciences, it was expected that foreign sciences and their various branches
would be isolated, but these sciences were dressed in religious clothing due to the political, social,
cultural and economic structure of this period. It found a mass and general aspect and affected
almost all classes of society from the kings to the lower classes and became more general than
before.

From the perspective of functionalism in the society of the Safavid era, women and men each had
responsibilities in their role network and pursued specific goals. Whenever they were faced with
tension and a problem in many matters, they hoped for transcendental matters to solve it. In the
patriarchal society of the Safavid era, men, in order to fulfill their role at the top of the society's
power pyramid as a ruler and in the family as a husband and father in various matters such as
overcoming enemies, protecting the family, business, increasing sustenance and ... they resorted to
the Limiya brokers (Kashfi, 126; Chardin, 1993, 4/1320-1321).

In this period, women were one of the most important and major sections of the society who
resorted to Limiya to achieve their hopes and dreams. The social and cultural situation of the
Safavid era faced women with deficiencies and inadequacies for which they often did not know a
logical and scientific solution; therefore, they hoped that they would be able to achieve their goals
and objectives by relying on transcendental matters, including Limiya. Therefore, the present
article tries to answer the question that what was the function of Limiya among the women of the
Safavid era and what were the reasons for women turning to Limiya in this era? Under the influence
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of the cultural system and social attitude, the women of the Safavid society, in order to play their
role, were facing problems that they did not have a logical and scientific solution to solve them.
They turn to extraordinary things like Limiya.

2. Reaserch Methodology

This research has been done with a descriptive analytical method, relying on library studies and
with a historical approach. In this way, firstly, the topic under discussion has been described and
explained, and finally, the function of Limiya among the women of the Safavid era has been
analyzed and explained.

3. Discussion

Occult sciences and its various branches have their roots in the ancient history of humanity, which
have continued to exist as a social heritage due to the psychological and social functions they had
for their agents and users. People in different social classes turn to occult sciences in order to
overcome their fears and control incidents and events and to ensure their uncertain future. Limiya
is one of the branches of occult sciences, which has always been of interest to people in various
forms in order to gain benefits and ward off harm. One of its most important uses throughout history
is to conquer the hearts of kings, princes, and rulers and be safe from their anger, to attract the love
and connection of the beloved, to ward off dangers, pests and disasters, to meet needs, to provide
sustenance, to create enmity and enmity. , overcoming the enemy, tying the tongue, treating
diseases, matters related to women's fertility, getting rid of sore eyes, informing about the status of
the absentee and the traveler, etc. ( Nagsh Soleimani, 30-68).

In the society of the Safavid era, social roles were defined along the physical characteristics of
men and women, and men in this society, due to the hegemonic values of the patriarchal system,
were especially born from the physical strength of the superior sex in the society, and the position
of women in most cases was based on the social and economic status of men. was determined The
most important function of women in this period was the role of wife and mother, who experienced
issues, expectations and actions different from men in fulfilling this role.

Marriage and attracting the attention of men and connecting with powerful men was one of the best
ways for women to gain credit, and this made women make all kinds of efforts to achieve their
goals, one of the important issues that women in the Safavid era faced in all social classes.
Polygamy was the custom in the society. According to the religion of Islam, men could marry up
to four legal married women , and in addition, they could acquire concubines and a large number
of maid (Tavernier: 643; Gemelli Careri, 1969: 132). Based on this, trying to improve and maintain
one's status among the many wives of a man, especially in the court, was a challenge that a woman
in the Safavid era always struggled with. In the general attitude of people of the past, the most
important function of women was fertility. In such a situation, if a woman was not able to activate
this ability for some reason, her respect and status would be reduced and she would be humiliated.
In the Safavid era, the woman was known as the main culprit in infertility and her position was
dependent on this (Olivier, 1992: 159). By having children and proving their fertility, they could
stabilize their marital status to some extent. Infertile women lost their importance and prestige, and
their family and social relationships were threatened (Rostam al-Hukma, 2012: 82). Giving birth
to a male child was another important and fundamental issue for women. They were considered to
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be the main culprits of infertility and female childbearing. Therefore, when faced with this anxiety-
provoking issue, in order to give birth to a child, especially a male child, during pregnancy, they
resorted to prayer, charms, amulets, and spells. (Faiz Kashani, 2008: 48; Majlesi, 2002: 558). The
health of the child and mother and the ease of pregnancy, in the absence of wise sages in this
covenant, was another reason for women's acceptance of Limiya (Sheikh Bahai, 1972: 55).
Among the other things that the women of the era resorted to Limiya to be safe from, was the belief
in eye sores and its sinister effect on life. In the books of foreign sciences of this period, there are
many spells, amulets and charms to cure sore eyes. Sheikh Bahai, 1972: 45-46; Shariatzadeh, 1992:
517).

4. Conclusion

From the review of the sources related to Limiya and its different types, we can conclude that the
insecurity and instability of the people's situation and the prevention of possible dangers and harms
on the one hand and the desire to achieve prosperity and happiness on the other hand; It caused
different social classes of the Safavid era to turn to Limiya and Limiya brokers. The shortcomings
of the cultural and social system of the Safavid era had created unfavorable conditions for the
women of this period.

From the perspective of functionalism, in the society of the Safavid era, social roles were defined
along the physical characteristics between men and women, and men in this society were the
superior sex in the society due to the hegemonic values of the patriarchal system, especially arising
from the physical strength; So that the attribution to them was considered the basic key for women
to enjoy blessings. Gender discrimination in the patriarchal society of the Safavid era and the
existence of the polygamy system, the limitations and neglect of women in society and life and the
resulting mental crises caused women of this era to improve the situation and relieve the pain of
mental and emotional discomfort, they turned to spells, prayers, spells and amulets, which were
types of limiya .Also, from the point of view of Safavid era men, the only benefit of women was
sexual desire and childbearing; Based on this, having children, especially giving birth to a male
child, was one of the most important issues faced by the women of this era; But the lack of progress
in rational and experimental sciences, the lack of a medical system, the low level of knowledge and
awareness, and the lack of a logical solution to treat infertility and preserve the health of women
and their children, disturbed the mental atmosphere of the women of the Safavid era, so that in
order to fulfill their role in facing Limitations and out-of-control factors were pushing towards the
extraordinary, especially Limiya.
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