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Purpose: The main objectives of this article are to introduce the structure of and to
examine works in the field Majalis (Assemblies) — in oral or written form — as one of the
effective methods of communicating religious and mystical teachings in the Indian
subcontinent in the seventh and eighth centuries AH. On the one hand, understanding
the structure of these works provides the basis for comparative research between the
written Majalis of the subcontinent and Iran, and on the other hand, these works reveal
the connection between Sufi Majalis and mystical circles with the interests of the public,
who are part of the audience of these Majalis.

Method and Research: Considering the position of Nizamuddin Olya in Islamic
mysticism, the article examines the external and internal structure of his monographs in
a descriptive-analytical manner.

Findings and Conclusions: The Sheikh Nizamuddin Olya’s Majalis were often held in
the khangah and had a specific audience. The Sheikh's concern was to propagate and
promote Islam and explain the teachings of the Chishti sect with a partial look at moral
and social issues.

Conclusions: Nizamuddin's Majalis are aimed at influencing the audience. Hence, the
mystical, Sharia, theological, moral and social discussions with a passionate tone that is
the characteristic of these Majalis, seek to arouse the audience. The use of anecdotes,
quoting the sayings of the sheikhs, the use of verses and hadiths, religious and moral
advice all show that Nizamuddin seeks to build the religion and world of the audience.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

The Chishti sect is divided into several branches. The Nizamiyah Manner is one of the branches
of this sect. Its founder is Khwaja Nizamuddin Olya (725). Nizamuddin spent his life training
his disciples. Amir Hassan Sajzi and Amir Khosrow Dehlavi published the Sheikh's meetings
in the form of works called Malfuzat. Amir Khosrow Dehlavi (652-725) recorded the Sheikh's
Malfuzat under the title Afdhal al-Fawayed and Rahat al-Mohebein, and Amir Hassan Sajzi
(737 AH) also dedicated the book Fawayed al-Faw 'ad to the Sheikh's meetings. In this article,
their monographs became the basis for examining the structure of the Sheikh's meetings.

2. Methodology

Nizamuddin Olya is one of the influential mystics of the Indian subcontinent. Direct reference
to the Sheikh's surviving works and the works of his disciples who enjoyed the Sheikh's
presence, explains the Sheikh's mystical thoughts. The present study, based on the analytical
method and content description, has tried to understand the structure of Majalis as a genre
through criticizing and analyzing the monographs of the Sheikh's Majalis, examining the
elements of the Majalis in three parts: internal and external structure, and its concepts and
subjects are among the issues considered by this study.

3. Discussion

Khwaja Nizamuddin expressed his intentions to those present in the majalis
(gatherings/assemblies) using elements including external structure, internal structure, and
concepts and topics of the gatherings.

1-2 External structure

The number of meetings of Nizamuddin is 188 in Fawayed al-Faw’ad, 31 in Afdhal al-
Fawayed, and 11 in Rahat al-Mohebein. The meetings were held at short intervals, and their
speeches did not have a predetermined order or plan. Their prose is simple and free from literary
devices. Their writing style is similar, with the difference that Fawayed al-Fawad is more
detailed and comprehensive.The precise mentioning of the date of the meetings is one of the
unique features of these monographs. The place of the meetings was in the space of the khangah
and sometimes on the roof of the hallway (Dehlavi, 1377:35) or in a house in front of the Adina
Mosque in Kilokohari. (Ibid., 99 and 102) The participants in the meetings are special
audiences. Nizamuddin's speeches were improvised and did not consider a topic in advance.
One of the common customs at the meetings is holding a sama ceremony. The pledge of
allegiance to the sheikh is another ritual of gatherings that can be seen in monographs.

2-2 Internal Structure
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Nizamuddin Olya, like other Sufi masters, chose methods to explain his content according
to the type of audience; a consideration of these methods helps us understand the internal
structure of the texts.

A- Verses
Khawaja emphasized memorizing the Quran and reciting Surahs such as; Yasin, Yusuf,
Hamd, Muzammil, Nuh, Ikhlas, etc.

B- Hadiths
It is said that Nizamuddin was immersed in Hadith. He had read Hadith before Kamaluddin
Zahid.

C- Sayings of the Great Ones
While speaking about a subject, Nizamuddin, used the sayings of the great ones, who were
mostly the sheikhs of the path, to confirm, explain, or document his words.

D-Poems
Another element of Khwaja's gatherings that was used for preaching and education was
poetry.

E-Anecdotes

Khwaja embellished his moral and mystical teachings with anecdotes from the lives, and
behavior of the prophets and sheikhs of his path, in such a way that more than 400 stories have
been narrated in Fawayed al-Faw 'ad, 128 in Afdhal al-Fawayed, and 19 in Rahat al-Mohebein.

F- Questions and Answers in the Majlis

The speeches of those present in the Majlis also are included as part of the content of the
books. He was once asked about the meaning of Ors; he replied: “Ors means wedding, and also
the arrival of a caravan at night.” (Dehlavi, 1377:148)

3-2 Concepts and Topics of Majlis
The concepts used in the Majlis can be categorized into mystical, Sharia, theological, and
socio-ethical topics; which will be briefly discussed:

A- Mystical
The customary customs from the perspective of Khwaja are: secrecy, purification,
allegiance, striving to observe, remembrance, listening, the customs of wearing a veil, the
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customs of the disciple and the desired. Khwaja considers the obstacles to conduct to be
externalism, anger and lust, striving, laughter, slander, and false oaths.

B- Shariati

In the Chishtiyya lineage, Sharia comes before the path. Not only disciples but also the
sheikh must carefully fulfill all religious obligations and obligations, and even religious
recommendations.

C- Theological

Nizamuddin's thought originated from Islamic teachings. He is a Hanafi. His theological
background in the field of predestination and free will, and the vision of God on the Day of
Judgment, is Ash'ari.

D- Moral-Social

Amnesty and tolerance, mercy and compassion, humility, veiling, respect for parents, respect
for the elderly, the right to be a neighbor, kinship, visiting the sick, companionship and
fellowship with people, affection and human kinship between humans, charity and feeding are
among the most important moral points that the Sheikh calls upon his audience to follow.

4. Conclusion

The results of this study show that regarding external structure, the meetings were mostly
held in the khangah with specific audiences. The meeting writers wrote the sheikh's statements
by mentioning the date. Khwaja's meetings did not have a regular order. In the internal structure,
Nizamuddin chose methods to explain his point, the most important of which included citing
verses - most of the surahs mentioned in the Malfuzat are Meccan based on their admonitory
quality. Nizamuddin memorized many hadiths, most of which are the words of the Prophet
Muhammed. He also used the sayings of the sheikhs to document his words. Another element
is poetry; the frequency of poems from Sana'i's Hadiga and Attar's sonnets is more than others.
Anecdotes are the most common element used in majalis by Khwaja, in such a way that more
than 400 stories are narrated in Fawayed al-Faw'ad, 128 in Afdhal al-Fawayed, and 19 in Rahat
al-Mohebein. The concepts used in malfuzat can be categorized into mystical, Sharia,
theological, and socio-ethical topics.
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