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Title and Purpose: In addition to historical and geographical values, local histories are
also important from a linguistic point of view, especially those histories written in
historical and geographical passages. Tarikh-nama-yi-Herat, authored by Sayfi Heravi,
is one of the old texts of local history of Khorasan and a report of the events of the time
of the kings of the Kart dynasty, also known as the Kartids (In persian: << J1), in the
7th and 8th centuries A.D.; the author was an eyewitness to some of its events. In
addition to having a knowledge of ancient Persian texts, a correcter of texts such as
Tarikh-nama-yi-Herat must be familiar with other languages that the author was familiar
with.

Method and Approach: In this study, by emphasizing the author's linguistic range and
considering the intratextual elements and intertextual sources, and based on a new
manuscript of Tarikh-nama-yi-Herat, some of the linguistic difficulties of the text have
been corrected and explained.

Findings and Conclusion: There are two editions of this book. Mohammad Zobayr
Siddiqt in Calcutta did the first correction in 1322, and once again, in 1383 in Iran,
Gholam-reza Tabatabaei Majd provided another correction of this text. Both have many
and varied errors and mistakes. The problems arise from not having a knowledge of
meter, unfamiliarity with the author's style, not knowing the sometimes-rare Turkish and
Arabic words of the text, and unfamiliarity with the texts related to the text.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

Tarikh-nama-yi-Herat, authored by Sayfi Heravi, is one of the old texts of local history of
Khorasan and a report of the events that happened during the Kart dynasty period, also known
as the Kartids (In persian: << Ji), in the 7th and 8th centuries A.D.; the author was an
eyewitness to some of its events. In addition to historical and geographical values, local
histories are also important from a linguistic point of view, especially those histories written in
historical and geographical passages. The presence of specific and rare Turkish, Mongolian,
and Arabic words in the text indicates that the author was familiar with all three languages.
This familiarity, whether a result of his reading of works in those languages, or his experience
of living in the geography of Herat, is of great significance. The author had access to
government documents and included portions of them in his book, which adds significant value
to the work. Some of the sources that Saifi Heravi used in this book are not available to us, and
this text is the only reference we have to those sources. A corrector of texts such as Tarikh-
nama-yi-Herat must be familiar with other languages that the author was familiar with, in
addition to having a knowledge of ancient Persian texts. He must also have a thorough
knowledge of the historical and geographical context of the author’s time. Moreover, he must
identify, as much as possible, the sources used by the author and, if feasible, consult them.

2. Methodology

In this study, by emphasizing the author's linguistic range and considering the intratextual
elements and intertextual sources, and based on a new manuscript of Tarikh-nama-yi-Herat,
some of the linguistic difficulties of the text have been corrected and explained. The author of
this study found another manuscript of Tarikh-nama-yi-Herat and proceeded to correct the text
based on a critical edition.

3. Discussion

There are two editions of this book. Mohammad Zobayr Siddiqi in Calcutta did the first
correction in 1322, and once again, in 1383 in Iran, Gholam-reza Tabatabaei Majd provided
another correction of this text. Both have many and varied errors and mistakes. The problems
arise from not having a knowledge of meter, unfamiliarity with the author's style, not knowing
the sometimes-rare Turkish and Arabic words of the text, and unfamiliarity with the texts
related to the text. Nevertheless, the Calcutta edition, which was published nearly sixty years
before the Tehran edition, contains fewer errors. Despite both authors having had access to the
same version of the manuscript, and despite the significant advances in research tools and
resources available to scholars over the decades since the Calcutta edition, the errors in the
Tehran edition persist. This raises several critical points regarding the editorial process,
manuscript transmission, and the challenges involved in producing accurate critical editions.
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4. Conclusion

The Tartkh-nama-yi-Herat is significant both from a historical and literary perspective, yet we
do not have a well-edited critical edition of this work. The editors of this text, for various
reasons, have been unable to provide an accurate edition. Among these reasons is their lack of
attention to the wide linguistic scope of the author, resulting in the incorrect transcription of
Arabic words 4c 3ia ¢ a8« (ol (ax8 and Turkish words &) 5\ in numerous instances.
Misreadings of the manuscripts have incorporated some mistakes into the text. Additionally,
typographical and editorial errors have created further difficulties for readers. Paying careful
attention to the internal elements and components of the text can resolve many of its challenges.
The author of the Tarikh-nama-yi-Herat has included numerous poetic references from Persian
and Arabic texts and has preserved some of his own verses in the book. These ancient poetic
references add to the book’s merits. However, in the edited version of this text, many errors and
mistakes have occurred in these poetic references. The author of the book was a poet himself,
and the only source for some of his poetry is this book, which, unfortunately, contains numerous
errors in its critical edition. Furthermore, editing texts of this nature requires both focus and, to
some extent, familiarity with and expertise in intertextual sources—sources related to the
history and geography of the period under study, as well as a deep understanding of the author’s
language and style. Based on what has been discussed, it must be said that this text requires a
serious, refined, and critical correction.
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