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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

The term ‘magical realism’ was first introduced in the 20th century to describe the style of
post-expressionist painting. Later, writers adopted the theoretical concepts surrounding this
term and employed it as a technique in storytelling. This technique is based on blending reality
with surreal and magical elements. However, the narrative approach of authors in this genre is
such that the extraordinary and surreal elements in their stories appear believable and
seamlessly integrated with real-world elements. Similarly, Attar, like magical realist authors,
utilized his storytelling techniques to make the extraordinary and magical events in Tazkirat al-
Awliya believable and convincing.

2. Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the techniques and
narrative style used by Attar to enhance the believability of the magical realist tales in Tazkirat
al-Awliya. It also explores the parallels between Attar’s methods and those of magical realist
writers. This novel method of analyzing the mystical anecdotes in Tazkirat al-Awliya provides
a deeper understanding of the text and establishes the work as a potential origin and source of
inspiration for magical realism.

3. Discussion

Magical realism, as a narrative approach for depicting magical, extraordinary, surreal,
exaggerated, and astonishing events, naturally relies heavily on believability. In fact, the
principle of believability or persuading the reader is the most distinguishing feature of magical
realism compared to other literary styles.

Attar’s exceptional skill in 7azkirat al-Awliya lies in his unparalleled ability to engage the
reader and convince them of every event, especially supernatural ones. The interplay between
reality and magic forms a crucial aspect of his work. Attar’s art shines in presenting exaggerated
and magical phenomena in such a way that they become plausible. His greatest narrative
strength in Tazkirat al-Awliya lies in this very principle of believability. Attar’s ingenious
approach is to depict the most extraordinary events so naturally that they appear believable.

There is a significant similarity between the narrative techniques of magical realist authors
and Attar’s approach in Tazkirat al-Awliya in terms of the plausibility and authenticity of
magical elements. In magical realism, authors employ techniques such as a matter-of-fact tone,
narrative silence, characters’ reactions, detailed descriptions, and exaggeration to make magical
and surreal phenomena believable. Similarly, Attar employs his unique storytelling methods,
including a natural tone with a magical language, an omniscient narrator, the presence of
witnesses at the scene of miracles, detailed descriptions, defamiliarization, literalization of
metaphors, and the use of hyperbole and exaggeration, to make the supernatural and astonishing
events in Tazkirat al-Awliya believable.

4. Conclusion

The analysis of Attar’s anecdotes in Tazkirat al-Awliya reveals that he used his storytelling
techniques to enhance the believability of the supernatural and astonishing events in the text.
By employing methods such as a natural tone with magical language, an omniscient point of
view, the presence of witnesses at miraculous events, detailed descriptions, defamiliarization,
literalization of metaphors, and the use of hyperbole and exaggeration, Attar created a sense of
wonder in his tales and amplified the magical quality of these phenomena. Attar’s unique
storytelling methods position him as a potential precursor and originator of magical realism.
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