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1-Introduction

During the sixth and early fifth centuries BCE, Babylon experienced significant price fluctuations,
particularly under Darius I. This price increase, which began in the late Neo-Babylonian period
and peaked during Darius's reign, resulted from a complex interplay of factors. Previous research
has identified various potential causes, including monetization of the economy, extensive
construction projects, and changes in economic structures. However, this study specifically
examines whether Babylon's integration into the Achaemenid Empire and the active role of
important historical Babylonian institutions, particularly temples providing manpower for
Achaemenid royal projects, could have exacerbated supply and demand issues in the short term,
leading to price increases. The research focuses on the period from 539-486 BCE, a crucial
timeframe that ends with a significant event marking the "end of archives" in Babylonian historical
records.

2-Research Methodology

This research is based on a descriptive-analytical methodology and library research method has
been used for data collection.

3-Discussion

The research reveals complex dynamics in Babylonian price fluctuations during the Achaemenid
period. Price data shows that barley prices increased from approximately 1 shekel per kur during
Nebuchadnezzar II's reign to 2-3 shekels under Cyrus and Cambyses, eventually reaching
unprecedented levels of up to 10 shekels during Darius I's reign. A detailed analysis of surviving
economic texts demonstrates significant price variations across different regions and seasons. For
example, from the 21 texts dating to Darius I's reign, the average price was 5.88 shekels per kur of
barley, showing remarkable price volatility ranging from 2 shekels at the beginning of his reign to
10.3 shekels in his twentieth year, before settling at 4 shekels in his 35th regnal year. Between 560
and 510 BCE, barley prices increased by approximately 300%, with the majority of this increase
occurring in the final two decades (530-510 BCE).

This increase wasn't limited to barley; other commodities like dates and sesame also experienced
significant price rises, though with different patterns and timing. Date prices, primarily documented
in the Ebabbar temple archives, remained relatively stable until around 520 BCE before showing
sharp increases in the final decades of the sixth century BCE. However, this increase was more
moderate compared to barley prices. The average date price in Babylon during the sixth and early
fifth centuries was 1.32 shekels per kur, with a median of 1.01 shekels for the sixth century BCE.
Sesame prices followed a similar upward trend in the late sixth century BCE, though with less
dramatic increases than barley. Analysis of 40 surviving documents allows us to track sesame price
fluctuations throughout this period, revealing complex patterns of market response to changing
economic conditions.

Temple archives provide crucial evidence for understanding labor force dynamics.
Documents reveal that temples were required to provide workers for royal projects in distant
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locations like Susa and Persepolis. For instance, records from the Eanna temple show the
deployment of 40 agricultural workers to Matannan for royal construction projects during
Cambyses' reign. These workers, known as ikkaratu, were placed under the supervision of temple
officials and faced severe penalties for desertion. The temple's responsibility extended beyond
merely providing workers; they were also required to supply provisions and equipment. One
particularly illuminating document from the Eanna temple (TCL 13, 85) shows that for just 37
workers sent to Humadeshu, the temple had to provide 222 kur (approximately 40,000 liters) of
barley, 222 kur of dates, 444 shekels of silver, along with additional supplies of sesame oil,
clothing, and footwear.

The study identifies several interconnected factors contributing to price fluctuations. The
reduced temple workforce due to royal project commitments created labor shortages, forcing
temples to increase wages to retain workers for their operations. During Darius I's early reign,
monthly wages for compulsory labor outside Babylon reached seven to ten shekels of silver,
significantly higher than previous rates for similar services. This wage inflation reflected the
increasing competition for labor between various economic sectors. Letters from temple
administrators frequently express concern about labor shortages. One particularly revealing
document from the Eanna temple during Cambyses' reign records an administrator's urgent plea:
"Regarding the rations, do not neglect anything! Before the barley becomes insufficient, my lord
should send me 180,000 liters of dates so that I can sell them for barley. | must store rations for
winter. Let not the rations become insufficient" (YOS 3, 45: 20-25).

These changes in temple management systems under Achaemenid rule, combined with
competition for labor between temples, private sector, and state projects, led to increased
operational costs. The situation became particularly acute during major construction projects. From
around 516 BCE, temple labor was concentrated in Susa for several years during the construction
of Darius's grand palace. Temple archives record regular deliveries of rations and equipment for
workers under the supervision of the qipu (royal representatives) in Elam. The scale of these
operations is evident in documents like CT 56, 762, which details the first mobilization of Ebabbar
workers to Elam in 516/515 BCE.

The documented evidence shows that temples played a crucial dual role in the Achaemenid
economy. They served as essential sources of labor and revenue for the state while simultaneously
managing their own economic activities. This dual responsibility, combined with the changing
economic structure of temple operations, significantly influenced price dynamics during Darius I's
reign. Archives from various temples demonstrate the increasing strain this system placed on
temple resources. For example, the Eanna temple's inability to maintain adequate food supplies for
its workers is documented in multiple letters to temple administrators, with one particularly
desperate message dating to 528 BCE asking, "For what sin must | and my workers die and perish
(YOS 3, 106: 16-18).

The impact of these labor demands extended beyond the immediate economic sphere. Temple
archives reveal a complex system of labor management that included careful record-keeping of
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worker assignments, provision distributions, and wage payments. The administrative burden of
managing these obligations required significant resources and contributed to the transformation of
temple economies during this period. The evidence suggests that temples attempted to adapt to
these challenges through various strategies, including reorganizing their agricultural operations,
adjusting their compensation systems, and developing new methods for resource allocation.

4. Conclusion

The research concludes that the reduction in temple workforce, increased wages and costs, and
changes in the management system, along with the fiscal policies of the Achaemenid government,
contributed significantly to creating price fluctuations in Achaemenid Babylon. These fluctuations
were primarily short-term responses to supply and demand issues rather than long-term inflation.
This understanding challenges previous interpretations that attributed price increases solely to
monetary policy or political instability. Instead, it reveals a complex interplay between institutional
changes, labor management, and economic structures in ancient Babylonia. The findings
demonstrate that temples played a dual role in the Achaemenid economy: as sources of labor and
revenue for the state, while their changing economic structure influenced price dynamics during
Darius I's reign. This research contributes to our understanding of how institutional changes and
labor force management in ancient economies could impact price stability and economic structures.
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