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Purpose: Researchers do not have the same opinion about the extent and nature of the
connection between the two schools of thought, Malamatiyah and Futuwwa. The main
issue in this study is considering the text of Malamatiyah treatises and the
Futuwwatnamehs up to the fifth century AH, to see what common points and differences
existed between the principles of Futuwwat and Malamatiyah. The aim of this research
is to explain the similarities and differences between the two schools of Malamatiya and
Futuwwa. In this way, the reasons for the differences in opinion among researchers are
clarified.

Method and Research: The research method in this article is analytical-descriptive.

Findings and Conclusions: The results of the research reflect diverse and different
perceptions in this regard. Solami, the author of the first Futuwwat-nama, who was
himself a follower of Malamatiya, provides a definition of Futuwwa in his "Risalah
Malamatiya”, in which Futuwwa is the same as perfect malamaty. However, in "Kitab
al-Futuwwa", like other books of this period, he introduced a type of Sufi Futuwwa that
has major differences from the principles of malamatiya. The Futuwwa of the Ayyaran,
which is represented in the "Qaboosnameh”, also lacks any trace of the fundamental
principles of the Malamatiyah. It seems that the difference in the researchers' views
originates from this issue.

Conclusions: In fact, those who have based their work on Sollmi's Malamatiya treatise
have considered the futuwwa and Malamatiya to be the same; another group who have
considered the futuwwa in the sense of ayyari have found the two to be in contrast. The
third group, who consider Sufism, Malamatiya, and Futuwwa to be branches of the same
principle, have taken Futuwwa of Sufi as the criterion.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
1. Introduction
The tradition of Futuwwa (generosity) appeared in the second century of Hijra as some
generous and chivalrous men joined Sufism and abstinence. Meanwhile, a reformatory trend
was formed out of Sufism in Khorasan, called Malamatieh. Malamatieh instructions on
encouraging to have occupation and avoid dervishism and monasticism let them closely
connect with different classes of people and guilds including the generous.
The quality of the relationship between the generous and Malamatieh is one of the issues that
contemporary researchers have examined and presented different viewpoints accordingly.
Some have considered both to be one, and some have rejected this relationship. Of course, there
is a third group that have regarded Sufism, Malamatieh, and Futuwwa to be branches of one
principle.

2. Methodology

In this research that was conducted based upon an analytic-descriptive method, the quality of
the relationship and mutual influence of Futuwwa and Malamatieh was investigated with
regard to the content of Fotowatnamehs and Malamatieh treatises up to the fifth century.

3. Discussion

The tradition of Futuwwa, as one way of social action, has had a great influence on
sociopolitical history of Iran from ancient times to the post-Islam era, and it has received
attention from various social groups particularly artisans and craftsmen. In the first Islamic
centuries, joining of some generous men to Sufism led to their familiarity with generosity
principles, and in the fourth century, being equipped with writing and literacy, those who called
themselves the generous talked about generosity in their works. Most of these written works
that are called Futuwwatnameh (books of generosity) had a Sufistic content until the fifth
century. With the appearance of generosity books whose authors were mostly Sufis, talking
about generosity was highlighted; however generosity in these books is merely a quality not an
organization or social foundation such as the chivalrous. Solami connected generosity to Sufism
in his “Ketab-al-Fotowat” that was taken as a model for other generosity books, and attributed
origins from the Quran and Hadith to it. On the other hand, having a Malamati belief, he
presented a definition of a generous man in which generosity is equal to outright belief in
Malamatieh; of course, he subsumes Malamatieh under Sufism, but he considers higher position
for the Sufis. However, Ketab-al-Fotowat has a Sufistic discourse and takes distance from
Malamatieh privation instruction. In this book, there is no trace of the main Malamatieh
principle such as self-accusation, permanent self-blame, emphasis on sadness, avoidance from
quarrels, determinism in deeds, disliking praying, Sama Sufistic dance, and preaching; the
similarities are in fact the moral instructions and recommendations that exist in common
between all sects and social groups. Unlike Solami, Khargoushi obviously talks about the
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differences between Sufism and Malamatieh in his Malamatieh treatise, and does not refer to
Malamatieh’s generosity factor. Perhaps, it could be said that with regard to both Malamatieh
treatises, the most significant similarity between Malamatieh and the generous is the
requirement to have an occupation. This issue is true in case of other mentioned generosity
books in this article except for a part of Qabousnameh that deals with the generosity of the
chivalrous men and the troops. The concept of generosity in this part is neither relevant to the
Sufism’s consideration of generosity nor to the Malamatieh’s consideration of generosity; of
course Onsor-ol-Ma’ali’s description of Sufism’s generosity is different from Malamatieh
principles. It seems that here is the origin of researchers’ disagreement. Researchers such as
Afifi that has relied on Solami’s Malamatieh treatise, have considered the generous and
Malamatieh as the same, and the other group such as Forouzanfar that has considered generosity
with regard to chivalry, have regarded them to be different; the third group that has considered
Sufism, Malamatieh, and generosity as branches of one principle, have regarded Sufistic
generosity as the criterion.

4. Conclusion

The investigation of the text of Fotowatnamehs and Malamatieh treatises up to the fifth
century indicates that if only Solami’s Malamatieh treatise is considered to define generosity,
the generous are Malamatich followers. However, if the Sufis’ generosity books including
Solami’s Ketab-al-Fotowat is regarded as the criterion, the generous are the Sufis. It is
noteworthy that there is little similarity between these texts and Malamatieh instructions. If in
this comparison, generosity is considered as the concept of chivalry, the difference between the
generous and Malamatieh gets more obvious. However, since Solami subsumes Malamatieh
under Sufism, and his Ketab-al-Fotowat is full of Sufism’s soul, some researchers has
considered generosity, Sufism, and Malamatieh as branches of one principle.
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