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Article Info ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: Castles are a type of architecture whose pattern and structure are affected by geographical
Research Article conditions, climate and political-social conditions. Most of the research that has been

conducted so far in the field of castles of the middle Islamic era of Iran is related to areas such
as Khuzestan, Central Plateau, South Khorasan, and Alborz mountain range. Lorestan
Avrticle history: Lorestan province, have received less attention from researchers. Nowadays, in this province,
Received: 15 Jan 2024 much evidence of various castles has been obtained, which were also used in the Islamic
Revised: 21 April 2024 Middle Ages. Many of these Castles have been well-preserved and are famous until now such
'g‘cce.pted: 21 Al 20 as Falak Ollaflak. Considering that no independent and targeted research has been done on
ublished online: 16 Dec 2024 . L . . .

this building, it is necessary to study them in an independent work. Therefore, the present
research raises two questions: 1- In which important castles of the region have evidence of
Keywords: the Islamic Middle Ages been obtained? 2- These castles were generally managed by which
Castle sc_JciaI groups? _The main purpose of the res_earch. is to ir_westigate the comparative and relative
Loragar history of me_dlevgl Islamic castles and to identify socrcl_l groups that are sc_)mghow related to
. . these castles in this era. The approach of the research is historical. The findings have been
Medieval centuries collected through library studies and fieldwork. The castles of this region can be divided into
Islamic era. two governmental and non-governmental groups: Each group has differences in aspects such
as positioning, size, and access path. The non-government castles were related to some social

groups such as Ismailis.
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1-Introduction

During the medieval Islamic period, from the 5th to the 8th century AH, various local and semi-
independent governments, such as the Kakuyid dynasty (406435 AH), the Seljuks of Jibal
(Bursugid emirs until 550 AH and Shumla or Shuwayli until 570 AH), and later the Atabegs of
Lesser Lor (ruling until the mid-Safavid period) (Khudgo, 1378: 20-41), were present in what is
now Lorestan Province. During this period, followers of different religious sects, including the
Ismailis, were also active in the region (Qazvini Razi, 1358: 304, 469). Additionally, Lorestan was
located along important communication routes, such as the road from Hamedan to Khuzestan.
These factors highlight the necessity for the construction and development of fortresses and
military strongholds in the region during this period. Despite the significance of some of these
fortresses and their mention in historical sources, they have not been comprehensively studied,
leaving their true nature unclear. Several questions remain regarding their functions and historical
roles. The key research questions addressed in this study are: What fortresses were constructed or
used in the region during the medieval Islamic period? What were the architectural characteristics
of these fortifications? And which political or social groups may have used them?

2-Research Methodology

The present study is based on the description, classification, and analysis of the examined
structures. The data collection method includes library research, reviewing all available documents
containing relevant information about these fortresses. Additionally, field surveys were conducted
to better understand certain fortresses and provide more accurate comparative dating.

3-Fortresses of Medieval Islamic Lorestan

Based on the conducted library research, at least two groups of fortresses can be identified in
Lorestan during this period. The first group consists of fortresses that were mainly under the
influence or control of the ruling governments of the region. The second group includes fortresses
that, at certain times, were likely controlled by other political or social groups, such as the Ismailis.
Governmental Fortresses Four major governmental fortresses were studied: Shapurkhast Fortress
(Falak-ol-Aflak) Farazin Fortress Grit Fortress (Sartang Qala) Changari Fortress These fortresses
are notable because they are mentioned in historical sources and were used by regional
governments as administrative centers or summer residences. Among these, the most significant
fortress in Lorestan is Falak-ol-Aflak, which dates back to the pre-Islamic era but continued to
function prominently during the medieval Islamic period in the city of Shapurkhast. During this
time, it was also known as “Shapurkhast.” Both historical sources and archaeological evidence
indicate its continuous use from the Seljuk to the Ilkhanid periods and beyond. Another important
fortress is Farazin (also referred to as Farajin, Barjin, or Parchin). Historical sources indicate that
it was one of the fortresses associated with Karaj Abu Dulaf (modern-day Astaneh, Shazand)
(Hamawi, 1977: 4/249; Mustawfi, 1362: 69). Based on historical references regarding its location
and features, it is likely that the Dez Fortress in Japlaq District, between the villages of Abbasabad
and Zarnan, corresponds to the Farazin Fortress mentioned in historical sources. Field surveys have
uncovered pottery fragments from the medieval Islamic period at this site. Other notable
governmental fortresses include Grit Fortress (Sartang Qala) and Changari Fortress, though they
appear to have been of lesser importance, with fewer archaeological findings compared to the
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previously mentioned fortresses. Non-Governmental Fortresses These fortresses are not mentioned
in historical sources and had no direct affiliation with the ruling governments of the region. They
were typically located along regional and transregional communication routes in mountainous and
hard-to-reach areas. Such fortresses were often used by groups opposed to the ruling authorities,
such as the Ismailis. The most important fortresses of this category include Kogan Cave-Fortress
and Shineh Fortress, both of which are situated in mountainous and difficult-to-access locations
along communication routes.

4-Discussion and Analysis

The strategic location of Lorestan along major communication routes, combined with the presence
of significant regional governments, played a crucial role in the establishment of military
fortifications such as fortresses. These factors motivated ruling powers to construct, renovate, or
repurpose existing military fortifications. Many of these fortresses were located near key cities or
along major roads. Additionally, fortresses were sometimes built in regions with favorable climatic
conditions and political importance. These fortresses share several architectural features, including:
Suitable access routes Irregular floor plans Construction using rubble stone, mud brick, and clay
One or two layers of defensive walls multiple circular watchtowers depending on the fortress size
numerous rooms Water-related facilities, such as wells and, occasionally, reservoirs Because of
their strategic importance, these fortresses are frequently mentioned in historical texts. Besides
governmental fortresses, several other notable fortresses from this period in Lorestan have been
identified, though they are not mentioned in historical records. These fortresses are mostly located
along the main communication route from Hamedan to Alishtar, Shapurkhast, and then to Lor.
Compared to governmental fortresses, these structures are harder to access and are situated in more
remote areas. In addition to typical architectural features like walls, watchtowers, and rooms, they
also contain vital spaces such as reservoirs and food storage areas. A key aspect of non-
governmental fortresses in Lorestan is their connection to the Ismailis. Some historical sources,
such as al-Nagz by Qazvini Razi (6th century AH) and the travelogue of the Spanish traveler
Benjamin of Tudela, mention the presence of Ismailis in mountainous regions between Shush and
Hamedan (Jowadi & Floor, 1397: 120). Since the Ismailis were in conflict with the Bursuqid emirs,
they sought refuge in remote, mountainous fortresses for protection. The Ismaili presence in the
region continued until the Mongol campaigns led by Hulagu Khan, during which their key
fortresses in Lorestan, such as Mongereh Fortress, were captured and their inhabitants eliminated.

5-Conclusion

Due to its mountainous terrain and strategic position along major transportation routes, Lorestan
has been an ideal location for fortress construction from pre-Islamic times to the Qajar period. One
of the key periods in which numerous fortresses were built or repurposed was the medieval Islamic
era. This study examined two main categories of fortresses from this period: governmental and
non-governmental. Based on architectural evidence, surface findings, and historical references, it
was determined that governmental and non-governmental fortresses had significant structural
differences. Governmental fortresses had easier access routes and fewer water and food storage
facilities. Non-governmental fortresses, in contrast, were located on inaccessible mountain tops
and were fully equipped with storage facilities for water and food. The non-governmental fortresses
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were linked to opposition groups and religious minorities, particularly the Ismailis, who used them
as defensive strongholds against ruling authorities.
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