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mosques have played a significant role due to their religious and social
functions. Baloch, who are scattered across Iran and the Indian subcontinent,
have built their mosques based on their culture and geography. Given that
Islamic geographers have only sporadically mentioned ancient mosques in
southeastern Iran (Balochistan), comprehensive field research on Baloch
mosques in other parts of the country has not been conducted. The existence of
the Baloch mosque in Abadan, Khuzestan, for a religious minority with a
distinct culture raises the question of how the architectural values of the host
community and the ethnic origins have been incorporated into the construction
of this building. The objective of this research is to identify the physical and
spatial elements of the Baloch mosque in Abadan and compare them to the
architecture of Balochistan and Khuzestan mosques, to determine the extent of
influence of each style and its manifestation in this mosque. "The method of
data collection is both library-based and field-based, and the research method
is interpretive with the aim of answering the descriptive-analytical research
question.” The findings indicate that the Baloch mosque possesses the identity
elements of the Balochistan region but has been harmonized with the
architecture of Khuzestan due to local considerations. Additionally, the
elements used in the mosque are linked to the cultural and religious roots of the
Balochistan.
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1.

Introduction

Among the organs within the city, the place of worship has always had a special place and therefore
it is located everywhere in the heart of the city (Pirnia, 2008: 4). In addition to its religious function
and holding related ceremonies, the mosque has functions such as cultural, social, economic,
military activities, etc. and therefore has a special role in the lives of the residents of a region. One
of the special regions in Iran is the Balochistan region, which, due to its historical and geographical
location, has had different architectural characteristics from other parts of Iran throughout history.
Thus, various mosques have been formed throughout history in the Balochistan region (Pasian
Khamri et al., 2017: 192). The name "Abadan Baloch Grand Mosque" indicates the migration of
this people to this region (Lahsaizadeh, 2015: 295). Regarding the background of the research, the
following can be mentioned. Pasian Khamri and his colleagues (2017) in a study titled “Typology
of Balochistan Mosques in Iran from the Qajar Period to the Present” have explained the types of
Balochistan mosques, their architectural type and their physical spatial structure and have
introduced the most common types. Mahmoudi (2011) in his thesis titled “Study of Decorations in
Balochistan Mosques and Finding the Roots of Their Elements” has introduced the different types
of mosques in the region, classified and found the roots of the decorations. The results show that
the roots of these decorations go back to the architecture of the Gurkani in India. Vasiq (2019) in
his study “Comparative Study of the Rangoon Mosques in India, Imam of Isfahan and Kusumba in
Bangladesh” has examined how the architectural thinking of the guest culture is influenced by the
host culture in the common themes of mosque design, and the results indicate that this mosque has
established its physical continuity with the architectural culture of the mainland. Although various
studies have been conducted on various topics about the mosque and the Abadan region, no study
has been presented so far on the identification of the Baloch Grand Mosque of Abadan. Therefore,
the present study deals with the identification of the architecture of the Baloch Grand Mosque of
Abadan and its origins, which itself is considered as an innovative aspect of this article.

Research Methodology

In this article, the study samples include mosques in Balochistan and Khuzestan, and finally the
Baloch Grand Mosque in Abadan. The selection of these samples is based on their historical and
physical components, structure, and form. Field studies and documentary research are the two main
tools of this research. In terms of its position in the three research paradigms, the research is
interpretive based on description and analysis, and from a strategic standpoint, it is qualitative and
based on case studies. In terms of the logic of implementation, it is based on inductive arguments,
and from the perspective of its historical purpose, it is based on an interpretive approach.

Discussion

Mosques have always been considered as focal points of a city. Also, neighborhood mosques have
a significant history in the structure of cities during the Islamic period. This importance led to the
increase in the construction of these mosques in cities during the Islamic period based on ethnicities
and the number of neighborhoods (Joa'it, 1993: 356). Each culture has shown a different spatial
structure and system of the mosque based on the characteristics of the construction context such as
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religious perception, geography and climate, aesthetic indicators and architectural history, etc. One
of these cultures is the Baloch culture in the southeastern part of Iran and parts of Pakistan and
Afghanistan (Fereydoonzadeh et al., 2019). Considering the geographical environment and type of
settlement of the Baloch and their nomadic and sedentary life, three general categories of mosques
can be named: nomadic, rural and urban. Nomadic mosques were formed outside of urban and rural
environments, alongside the nomadic life of nomads, and rural and urban mosques emerged from
the needs of a group of Baloch communities settled in one environment (Pasian Khamri et al., 2017:
8).

In Baloch mosques, one can observe the physical tendency of these buildings towards the
architecture of the Indian subcontinent, especially Gurkani architecture. This tendency can be
observed in the shape of the dome, the decorations of the arches in the form of a cloverleaf arch,
the color of the materials, the shape of the minaret and the minarets, the location of the minaret in
relation to the entrance and around the dome, etc. (Shoawazi, 2004: 40). However, in nomadic and
Kapari mosques, the main characteristics of the mosque, namely determining the direction of the
gibla by means of a front semicircle, simplifying the space and transparency of the boundaries, and
reducing the variety of decorations, present a different expression from the Baloch Mosque. In
addition to the place of construction and the type of materials, these mosques can also be classified
according to spatial organization. The spatial structure of these mosques is in three main forms: 1-
courtyard (sahn)-shabestan 2- courtyard (sahn)-porch-shabestan 3- two shabestans. This division
can be considered to correspond to the complexity of nomadic to urban architecture. In nomadic
architecture, only the place of prostration and the direction of the Qibla are designated, and the
space is not roofed. Considering the nature of the research, it is necessary to study the mosques of
Khuzestan. The three cities of Shushtar, Dezful due to their antiquity and Ahvaz due to their
centrality in the contemporary period have been selected in this article. Among the mosques of
Khuzestan, mosques of the same period as the Baluchi Mosque of Abadan have been selected. The
original building of the mosque is in the Arabic style, consisting of a shabestan on the gibla side
and a portico on the other side. The minaret of this mosque was added to the original building in
the eighth century AH (Lotfi, 2013: 181). The presence of arches and high porches indicates
Sassanid-style architecture. The main materials used in it include brick, stone, plaster, soil and
wood. The decorations of the mosque include brick, tile and plasterwork. Dezful also has
architectural importance with its historical background. In the following, Ahvaz is also mentioned
as the capital of Khuzestan province for the reasons mentioned in the research method section in
this study. In the meantime, the Baluch Mosque in Khuzestan was built in the city of Abadan. The
Baloch Grand Mosque was established in 1295 AH. After a room was built with bricks and mud as
a prayer room next to the residential houses, in later periods, with the cooperation of a group of
Baloch people of Abadan, this room was formed into a brick building with a courtyard and a
minaret.

4. Findings

According to the materials mentioned in the aforementioned research, the following were found: In
terms of materials used, Balochistan mosques are all built with local materials and in accordance
with their location. Old rural mosques are all made of mud and clay and new types of bricks. Also,
a space called a dome house is not seen in Baloch mosques. The dome is seen as a purely decorative
element only in some new urban mosques, which are generally accompanied by colorful decorations
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and are in the form of a simple onion dome or a Tarkin. Small minarets on the four sides of the
shabestan and its entrance, and cement and plaster with colorful slab and plant patterns that are
more visible on the exterior. In Balochistan mosques, there are no service spaces such as a library,
ablution room, etc. in the circulation and internal spatial elements. In examining the plans of
Khuzestan mosques, the main spaces seen are the courtyard, the shabestan, and service areas. There
is no dome in them. The pillared shabestan is located on one side and the courtyard on the other.
Service spaces are also scattered around the courtyard. The courtyard-shabestan mosque type is
modeled after the Prophet's Mosque, which consists of a pillared nave and an open section. This
type of mosque is known as Arabic style mosques. Among the mosques of Khuzestan, some of the
mosques studied have a porch on the nave side and are classified as single-porch mosques. In the
mosques of Khuzestan province, the first point is the major use of brick materials and azure and
turquoise tile decorations. The minaret of the mosque also has a regular polygonal plan, on the body
of which there are openings in the form of nave windows. Its latticework is a combination of the
openings of Balochistan mosques. The moon and star elements on the top of the dome are adapted
from Sunni mosques in Balochistan. The form of the windows is also inspired by the form of
minarets of Baloch mosques such as Hazrat Muhammad Mosque and Denaksar Mosque. The special
form of the entrance (triangular) is completely similar to the minarets of the brick mosques of
Balochistan. This form is also repeated in the windows of the nightstand. This similarity is also
clearly seen in the stucco and colored decorations of the altar, the latticework on the body of the
minaret, and the use of the moon and star symbol in the mosque. The use of brick materials in the
construction of the Baluchi Mosque of Abadan and the installation of numerous openings show that
special attention was paid to the climatic conditions of the region. Also, the brick decorations used
on its body are taken from the architecture of Khuzestan; although the form of these brickwork has
similarities with the decorations of the brick mosques of Balochistan, no brick decorations have
been seen in this region. Here too, bricks have been used in accordance with local construction. If
the plan of the Baloch Mosque in Abadan is considered, it is similar to the courtyard-shabestan type
mosques that are seen in both Balochistan and Khuzestan mosques and are not oriented to a specific
region, but columns are not used in this shabestan, which is similar to the first type of Balochistan
mosques. Service spaces such as a library, ablution room, kitchen, etc. are present in the circulation
and internal spatial elements of the mosque, unlike Balochistan Mosques. According to the data
collected about Balochistan Mosques, the most prominent element in all of them is the mihrab,
which has a protruding shape from the shabestan. The Baloch Mosque in Abadan can be considered
to be a rural and nomadic type in terms of form.

4. Conclusion
The body of the Baloch Mosque of Abadan is based on the mosques of Balochistan. The presence
of a single minaret with different decorations from the mosques of Khuzestan, such as lattice panels
on the body, suggests the presence of a mosque for the Sunni population. Its entrance is very simply
designed and the tall arches that are usually found in the entrance porch of mosques. have been
avoided. The special form of the windows and the entrance shows adherence to the forms in
Balochistan Mosques. In the interior architecture of this building, it is important in other respects.
The protruding mihrab, without verses or Quranic words (often used in Shia mosques), is decorated
with colors that indicate the architect's use of previous culture and architecture. This building was
initially a small prayer room for the Baloch people in Abadan and later became a full-fledged
mosque. What can be seen in this is the adherence to the use of identity elements found in
Balochistan mosques and the use of local materials from Khuzestan, such as bricks, as well as the
local decorations of the host community of Khuzestan. The Baluch Mosque Assessment Center of
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Abadan and Mosques of the Construction Field and the Culture of the Builders It can be seen that
the organization of the space is based on the architecture of the mainland of Balochistan and the
external body is influenced by the architecture of the construction site of Khuzestan. In this way,
the architect, while respecting the surrounding environment and culture and utilizing the
architecture of the mosques of the north and south of Khuzestan, has pointed out elements such as
the protruding front semicircle to follow its organization in the overall architecture of Khuzestan
and in the architectural details of the nomadic mosques of Balochistan. The decorations also have
such a method of expression. The decorations are close to the aesthetics of Balochistan in terms of
content, but in the selection of materials, special attention has been paid to the native materials of
Khuzestan and Khavonchini.
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