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This research provides a comparative study of the punishment for
Article type: marital infidelity in the Mesopotamian, Jewish, and ancient Iranian
S Artile civilizations. In these societies, extramarital affairs usually had no

legal consequences for men, except in special circumstances, while
women faced severe punishments and even execution/ death penalty
_ for infidelity. This article, using historical methods and analysis of
FBEBEL: (2 Jem A% ancient texts, examines the laws and customs prevailing in these
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while in Iran, punishments were somehow related to otherworldly and
social dimensions. This dichotomy in dealing with gender and
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Aﬁmﬁ{?fan, infidelity is probably due to different religious and social attitudes in
Mesopotamia, these cultures. Therefore, in Mesopotamia, infidelity was considered
Vel a legal and financial issue, in the Torah as a humiliating issue, and in

Comparative Analysis . . L. .- . . -
punishmem for Mgma. ancient Iran as a moral and social issue, which is examined in detail in

Infidelity this study.

Cite this article: Amini, Mahbube. Khosroabadi|, Maryam (2024). The punishment of Marital Infidelity in Mesopotamian
Codes, the Torah and the Pahlavi Texts of Ancient Iran. Iranian Civilization Research, 6 (2), 108-127.

@- @ @ © The Author(s). Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.

: DOI: 10.22103/J1C.2025.24431.1387



https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000
https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000

Amini, M. Khosroabadi|, M. (2024)  Iranian Civilization Research, 6(2) DOI: 10.22103/J1C.2025.24431.1387

English Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Infidelity or extramarital affairs, as a social phenomenon, has always been influenced by various
factors, including religious and non-religious. The current research has mainly focused on
examining the negative consequences of extramarital affairs, including increased physical
problems, divorce, and. This article examines the origins of this issue in the ancient Iran and its
predecessor, Mesopotamia. Mesopotamia refers to the areas between the Tigris and Euphrates
rivers in Western Asia where today includes parts of Irag, Kuwait, Syria, and Turkey. This region
was the birthplace of several ancient civilizations, including Sumer and Akkad, Babylon, and
Assyria. The Achaemenid Empire led by Cyrus the Great influenced this region; He also freed the
Jews from captivity in Babylon and paved the way for their return to Jerusalem. Therefore,
Mesopotamia, as the origin of several ancient civilizations and its connection with ancient Iran and
the Jewish people, has played a significant role in shaping social and cultural institutions. These
civilizations have served as models for social laws and behaviors. The question arises as to how
the ancient texts of these civilizations considered the issue of marital infidelity and interpreted and
defined it from a cultural and religious perspective and overshadowed the social status of women?

2. Discussion and Analysis:
2.1. Mesopotamian Codes:

- The oldest extant codes of ancient Mesopotamia are the Ornamou Codes (Articles 6 to 9),
indicates a form of gender inequality. In this code, the women’s social status and individual rights
are severely affected by infidelity, which gives severe punishment for unfaithful women, drives
them towards loyalty; while unfaithful men, in practice, suffer fewer consequences.

- Articles 28, 29, and 59 of the Eshnona Code also include the issue of infidelity. In this code,
the subject of infidelity is directly related to the marriage contract, and therefore, in order to
understand the phenomenon of infidelity and the reason for the heavier punishment for women
compared to men, this contract and its provisions must be addressed, because in this contract, the
groom give money to his wife's family and in a way, the woman is bought to and become the
property of the man. This trend can also be observed in the Hammurabi era, and therefore
Hammurabi's laws on the issue of infidelity should be sought from the perspective of financial
rights.

2.2. Torah

In the Torah and the sacred texts of Judaism, women are usually described within the framework
of the family as wives and mothers; the social and religious structure of that time limited women
to specific and defined roles. The issue of infidelity in the Old and even New Testaments must be
viewed within the framework of the family. Laws that reflect a proprietary view of women. These
texts clearly emphasize that infidelity is not only considered an immoral act, but also a threat to the
privacy and property of the man. Therefore, in this legal system, the husband's anger is recognized
as the main factor in punishment and, from the perspective of these texts, a woman was considered
impure by becoming a widow, divorced one, and infidelity.

2.3. Pahlavi texts of the ancient Iran
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The ancient Iran refers to the Median, Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sasanian periods. The
surviving inscriptions from the Achaemenid era are mainly political and emphasize the importance
of lineage and ancestors emphasizing the importance of the family; a family that raises many
children to preserve and continue the lineage and the warrior force. Despite such a view and the
existence of polygamy among the Achaemenid and Parthian kings, the Zoroastrian religion
emphasized monogamy for the sake of moral purity and preserving the family's identity. In this
regard, attention to the texts of the Avesta, Vendidad, and Dinkord, especially Dinkord VI, is
important. In Dinkord VI, unlike the Mesopotamian codes, men are given great responsibility.
Gradually, with the dominance of politics over religion in the Sasanian era and the rise of the
clergy, notable changes can be seen in religious texts such as Ardavirafnameh, Shayest Nashayest,
Minuy Khrad, Bandesh, etc. These texts prescribe severe punishments for unfaithful women;
however, these punishments are still influenced by early Zoroastrian texts. For example, while
Zoroastrian texts emphasize morality and humanity more than the concept of sin, in later texts the
punishments are more mundane and spiritual, unlike in Mesopotamia. And even though in earlier
texts men had more domination than women in the matter of infidelity. After committing
extramarital acts,women must confess their sins to the men who have had relations with their wives,
and it is obvious that they were not immune to the wrath of the husbands of the unfaithful women
by doing so.

3. Conclusion

1. The Mesopotamian codes, the Torah, and the Pahlavi texts of ancient Iran demonstrate the
diversity and depth of legal discussions in the ancient civilizations. In these codes, there was a
gendered and proprietary approach to the definition of infidelity and its punishment. The results
indicate that:

2. Infidelity in Mesopotamian codes appears to be a financial and physical issue, while in
ancient Iranian codes, it appears to have a social and a spiritual aspect.

3. In ancient Iranian texts, with the exception of early texts such as Avesta and Dinkard, the
role of women and their relationship with men are interpreted more as a being dependent on men's
property, and as a result, marital infidelity is mainly defined as an act that threatens the prestige
and rights of men, and not as an act that harms the rights and prestige of women. This approach
reflects the system of values and beliefs of that era, which emphasized the power and dominance
of men and considered women as an inferior with fewer rights.

4. Jewish texts have a much stricter view about women. The creation of woman from man is
presented in the Jewish holy books in a way leading to the determination of social roles and
discrimination against women. Therefore, rereading the texts of this period will be important to
understand the reason for the severe punishment of infidelity for women compared to men, and it
will help us gain a better understanding of the historical position of women and the developments
that have affected it.
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